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STUDIES I N  THE LUTHERAN HERITAGE: LAW, LOVE, AND ORDER 

LECTURE I Martin Luther:  Scholar and Educator 

Four hundred and f i f t y - f i v e  yea r s  ago t h i s  f a l l  a 
young teacher  i n  Gemany was f r e t t i n g  about one of  
t h e  games academicians played i n  those  days.  H e  was 
preparing t h e  formal s ta tements  f o r  a d i s p u t a t i o n  t o  
which he was i n v i t i n g  h i s  own academic community. He 
was deadly se r ious .  

We now know t h e  dramatic  e f f e c t  and t h e  profound 
consequence of t h e  95 Theses n a i l e d  on t h e  door o f  t h e  
Cas t l e  Church a t  Wittenberg. I am honored t o  have t h e  
p r i v i l e g e  of speaking t o  you he re  i n  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
some of t h e  e f f e c t s  of  t h e  Lutheran Reformation. I t  
is a g r e a t  p l easu re  t o  pay t r i b u t e  t o  i t s  g r e a t  a r c h i -  
t e c t ,  Martin Luther,  l e c t u r e r  on t h e  Bible a t  t h e  
Univers i ty  of  Wittenberg. I emphasize t h e  t i t l e ,  be- 
cause from 1512 when t h e  Augustinian order  placed 
Luther on t h e  teaching s t a f f  a t  Wittenberg, t o  h i s  
death i n  1546, t h e  Reformer never had another  t i t l e  
o r  c a l l i n g .  From t h e  beginning t o  t h e  end of h i s  pro- 
f e s s iona l  c a r e e r  he was a u n i v e r s i t y  p ro fes so r .  Me 
held no o the r  o f f i c e .  
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Tenchi  ng , houcvcr , i m p l  i c s  prcl,arat ion f o r  Leacii-- 
i n g ,  a mastered subjec t  matter, a substance o f  Lno-s- 
ledge t o  be conveyed t o  s t u d e n t s  and scholars.  Thc 
substance of knowledge ~ ~ h i c h  he took f o r  his s t u d y  
and concern was the content o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  tIae h o l y  
artd God-given booh of  l i f e .  lie regarded  i t ,  a s  i n -  
deed i t  i s ,  a s  t h e  ntost Important resource ever 
placed i n  human liands. lie said:  "For some years 
now I have r e a d  t h r a u g h  t h e  Bible twice every y e a r ,  
If you p i c t u r e  t h e  B ib l e  t o  be a mighty t r e e ,  and 
every word a l i t t l e  branch, I have shaken every 
one of those branches because I wanted t o  know what 
it was and what i t  meant" ( L u t l ~ e r ' s  Il'orks, 54,  1651, 

Tllough L u t h e r ' s  educat ion and h i s  v i d e  i n t e r e s t s  
gave him a competence i n  many f i e l d s  of human know- 
ledge,  b i b l i c a l  s t u d i e s  remained h i s  primary concern. 
IEe took t h i s  book and made it t h e  fundamental b a s i s  
of h i s  s t u d y  and h i s  t e ach ing  and became, saving on ly  
t h e  in sp i r ed  w r i t e r s  of t h e  Bible t l~emselves ,  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  B ib l i ca l  a u t h o r i t y  of a l l  time. From the 
resource  of Holy Sc r ip tu re  he drew t h e  theo log ica l  
understandings t h a t  r e s to red  Apostol ic  theology and 
r e -e s t ab l i shed  a Chr is t -centered  Gospel, H i s  preach- 
ing and t h e  monumental l i t e r a r y  remains of h i s  l i f e  
gave t h e  world an au then t i c  w i t n e s s  t o  God's w i l l  
and love  f o r  humanity, 

Martin Luther  was a man of  God from t h e  beg in-  
ning t o  tile end of h i s  l i f e .  H i s  work was more 
than academic because, his i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  s t u d i e s  
notwithstanding,  h i s  paramount concern- was f o r  t h e  
s a l v a t i o n  af l o s t  sou l s .  For t h e  purpose af t h e s e  
p a p e r s  w e  merely take no te  of t h i s ,  r e c a l l i n g  that  
competent h i s t o r i a n s  and theologians have deal t  
comprehensively w i t h  L u t h e r v  s tlleology . 

* 
1.~11 refercncez  ; i r ~   give^; i n  "l'.'iiri,s C i  t e d t t ,  a t  
tltc end of t l l i s  s e ~ q j o s  of f c c t r ~ r c ~ .  

The purpose of these papers i s  t o  observe how 
Luther took from t h e  pages of lloly Sc r ip tu re  a v a s t  
resource of wisdom app l i cab le  t o  l i f e  and t o  learn-  
i n g ,  Recognizing t h e  va lues  of  both law and o rde r  
mong men, he appl ied  t h e  s tandards of love a s  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of law and 
order ,  Luther ' s  s t u d i e s  never took him ou t  of  t h e  
world of r e a l i t y .  "The Psa l t e r , "  Bornkamm remarks, 
"linked him with h i s  own world by a thousand t i e s . "  
(quoted i n  Rupp, 1951, p.37) 

To Luther t h e  mind and human reason,  sub jec t  only 
t o  t h e  w i 1 , l  and wisdom of  God, was t h e  means f o r  t h e  
propagation o f  t r u t h  and t h e  improvement of  t h e  hu- 
man condit ion.  He s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e  Gospel were t o  
be fu r the red  by t h e  powers of t h e  sword, J e sus  would 
hard ly  have en t rus t ed  it t o  fishermen. (quoted i n  
Rupp, 1951, p.94) The monaster ies ,  Luther r e c a l l e d ,  
were c los ing  without t h e  use  o f  fo rce .  lie had never 
thrown a s tone  o r  s e t  a f i r e  t o  end t h e  v a n i t i e s  and 
t h e  abuses of monasticism. The word, spoken and 
w r i t t e n ,  had been h i s  only r ecour se ,  and t h e  words 
t h i s  man spoke and wrote have changed t h e  world. He 
s tands  before  u s  today, t h e  mentor and paragon o f  
modern c i v i l i z a t i o n .  lie is, among s o  many o t h e r  . . 

t h ings ,  the  s c h o l a r ' s  s c l ~ o l a r  , t h e  f a t h e r  of  modern 
educat ion.  

Martin Luther :  Scholar  

Luther 's  educat ion and prepara t ion  f o r  a c a r e e r  
is  evidence t h a t  though a g i a n t ,  he was not  s tanding 
i n  i s o l a t i o n  i n  h i s  16th  century  world. He was, 
r a t h e r ,  t h e  c r y s t a l l i z i n g  f o r c e  i n  a process  t h a t  
had a n t i c i p a t e d  him by seve ra l  c e n t u r i e s  and was t o  
continue long a f t e r  h i s  dea th .  H i s  own family well 
r ep resen t s  economic changes t h a t  were i n  progress  
in h i s  l i f e t i m e .  H i s  educat ion i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  p lay  
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and coun t e rp l ay  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  forces t h a t  shaped 
his l i f e  and e n r i c h e d  t h e  theologica l  and ideolo-  
g i c a l  s t n l c t u r e s  t h a t  remain t h e  he r i t age  of t h e  
Refomat ion .  

The voyage of Colunibus i n  1492 i s  illustrative 
of t h e  m s i ~ i n g  progress made d u r i n g  t h e  Commercial 
Revolution of the 1 5 t h  century ,  The f i f e  s e o v  05' 
Hans Luther ,  t h e  ReformesBs f a t h e r ,  i s  an in te r -  
e s t i n g  case s tudy  i n  t h e  economic h i s t o r y  of t h e  
period.  llis ances tors  had been feudal  s e r f s  who 
had been l i b e ~ a t e d  from t h e  bondage of serfdom and 
had achieved a p reca r ious  ex i s t ence  as  landholding 
farmers.  Hans Luther had not i nhe r i t ed  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
lroldings and had e l ec t ed  t o  f ind  h i s  means of l i v -  
liliood i n  copper mining, lie worked hard a t  i t  and 
became, success ive ly ,  mine laborer ,  super in tendent ,  
l e s s o r  of mines, and, even tua l ly ,  a p rospe row mine 
owner well  able  t o  a f fo rd  t h e  luxury  sf an education 
f o r  h i s  e l d e s t  son. 

klarrtin was-born a t  Eisleben on November la, 1483, 
t h e  e l d e s t  of t en  ch i ld ren  t o  surv ive  infancy.  When 
t h e  mines c losed  a t  Eisleben a few months after 
H a r t i n ' s  b i r t h ,  t h e  family moved t o  btansfeld, which 
became t h e  permanent home of Hans Luther and h i s  
fami ly ,  and where Hans served i n  t h e  d i g n i t y  of a 
ward alderman. Lu%herfs formal educat ion kegan a t  
Xansfeld and continued through t h e  elementary and 
secondary levels a t  Magdeburg and Eisenach. In 
1501, a t  t h e  age of  17 ,  Martin en tered  t h e  Univer- 
s i t y  of E r f w r t ,  one of t h e  best if not  the most 
p r e s t i g i o u s o f  t h e  German u n i v e r s i t r e s .  Here, by 
t h e  age of 2 1 ,  he had completed h i s  s t u d i e s  leading 
t o  both t h e  B.A. and t h c  F1.A. degree ,  and had em- 
barked on h i s  l e g a l  s t u d i e s ,  

Then, ab rup t ly ,  i n  J u l y  1505, Lutltcr entered t h e  
Augustinian ?lonastery a t  I l r fu r t  . Tt i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
t h a t  he should hatre a t tached  himself t o  t h i s  o r d e r ,  

t h e  most pious and s e r i o u s  of t h e  mendicant orders .  
And it was even more important t h a t  t h e  E r f u r t  house 
of t h e  Augustinians belonged t o  t h e  Observants,  a 
s t r i c t  group i n  comparison t o  t h e  l a x  Conventuals. 
The Observants observed worship hours consc ient ious-  
l y  and maintained t h e  h ighes t  monastic i d e a l s .  "Out 
of t h i s  per fec ted  Catholicism, no t  ou t  o f  t h e  r o t t e d  
and decaying Cathol icism, t h e  Geman Reformation o f  
Luther or ig ina ted ."  (Lau, 1962, p.29) 

Luther was no sooner  e s t ab l i shed  i n  h i s  monastic 
r o u t i n e s  when t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  h i s  house s e n t  him 
back t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  Now, however, t h e  education- 
a l  o b j e c t i v e  was o rd ina t ion  t o  t h e  pr ies thood.  I t  
meant t h a t  t h e  Refomer  was enabled t o  s tudy theology 
and pursue h i s  o m  ques t  f o r  a s p i r i t u a l  peace of 
mind. Given h i s  eagerness t o  l ea rn ,  h i s  s t u d i e s  were 
completed i n  t h e  remarkably s h o r t  t ime o f  l e s s  than 
two years .  H i s  o rd ina t ion  marked t h e  beginning of 
t h e  l a s t  phase o f  h i s  formal t r a i n i n g .  For t h e  next  
f i v e  years  he was engaged i n  d o c t o r a l  s t u d i e s  under 
t h e  prompting o f  h i s  monastic supe r io r s .  H i s  t r i p  
t o  Rome (November 1510-March 1511) and temporary 
teaching assignments a t  both  E r f u r t  and Wittenberg 
in t e r rup ted  h i s  s t u d i e s .  On October 18, 1512, t h e  
degree of  Doctor o f  Theology was conferred on him. 
The necessary f e e s  were paid by t h e  E lec to r  of  Sax- 
ony on condi t ion  t h a t  Martin Luther accep t  a l i f e -  
time appointment t o  t h e  c h a i r  of  Lecturer  on t h e  
Bible a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Wittenberg. The confer-  
r a l  of t h e  degree made a t eaching  c a r e e r  mandatory 
and a l s o  requi red  t h e  candida te  t o  commit himself 
t o  a l i f e  of  preaching. Luther accepted h i s  appoint-  
ment and recognized t h e  confe r r ing  of  t h e  degree a s  
a formal c a l l i n g  i n t o  h i s  l i f e ' s  vocat ion.  The fu-  
t u r e  Refomer was now 27 yea r s  o f  age. 

So m u c h  f o r  t h i s  b r i e f  ske tch  of  Luther 's  formal 
educat ion.  In o rde r  t o  understand t h e  broad sweep 
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Then, ab rup t ly ,  i n  J u l y  1505, Lutltcr entered t h e  
Augustinian ?lonastery a t  I l r fu r t  . Tt i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
t h a t  he should hatre a t tached  himself t o  t h i s  o r d e r ,  

t h e  most pious and s e r i o u s  of t h e  mendicant orders .  
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and decaying Cathol icism, t h e  Geman Reformation o f  
Luther or ig ina ted ."  (Lau, 1962, p.29) 
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Bible a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Wittenberg. The confer-  
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t u r e  Refomer was now 27 yea r s  o f  age. 

So m u c h  f o r  t h i s  b r i e f  ske tch  of  Luther 's  formal 
educat ion.  In o rde r  t o  understand t h e  broad sweep 



of knowledge 1clllcI1 was t o  serve him so \$el% i n  his 
I ~ i b l i c a l  studics, we must have some g r a s p  of t h e  
c u r r e n t s  of t1.aoragh-t which shaped the  m i s t $  and deter- 
mined t h e  theologica l  methodology o f  .$he g rea t  Re- 
former. The f i r s t  of t hese  was Fkdieval Scho las t i -  
cism, t h e  second bledieval Pfysticism, and t h e  t h i r d  
Renaissance liumanism. 

The term scholas t ic i sm i s  a r e fe rence  20 t h e  
schoolmen of t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  who appl ied  t h e i r  s chs l -  
a r s h i p  t o  a ncri methodology i n  b i b l i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  
They had become acquainted with t h e  l i t e r a t w e  of 
c l a s s i c a l  a n t i q u i t y  and bel ieved t h a t  t h e  app l i ca t ion  
of  l og ic  and reason,  a s  employed i n  anc ient  ph i lo -  
sophy, would enhance and f u r t h e r  t h e i r  understanding 
of  t h e  Bible.  ?he movement f lou r i shed  from 1050 
t o  1350, and i t s  profound inf luence  extended i n t o  
t h e  Reformation of t h e  16th  century .  Scholast icism 
may be compared t o  t h e  1 9 t h  century  e f f ~ r t  t o  c r e a t e  
a harmony between r e l i g i o n  and t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  phi lo-  
sophy of CharIes Darwin. The d a r l i n g  of t h e  Medieval 
Scho las t i c s  was t h e  l a t e  Greek phi losopher  A r i s t o t l e  
(384-322 B . C , ) ,  whose app l i ca t ion  of l og ic  and use 
of t h e  syllogism seemed so  f u l l y  p e r t i n e n t  t o  a s tudy 
of  God's Word. The movement engaged some of t h e  
g r e a t e s t  minds of a l l  t ime, and theology came t o  be 
regarded as t h c  queen of  t h e  sc iences .  

The c l a s s i c  expos i t ion  of t h i s  movement was t h a t  
of  Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274). Well versed i n  t h e  
w r i t i n g s  of S f .  Augustine A .  354-430),  Thomas 
Aquinas could see no c o n f l i c t  between f a i t h  and 
reason and bel ieved t h a t  t h e  teachings of  t h e  Bible 
could be understood and demonstrated by t h e  processes 
of reason.  In h i s  Summa Theologiae, t h e  s tandard 
formugat ion of Scho las t i c  Theology, fie wrote: 

Since God i s  t h e  o r i g i n  of both na tu re  and r eve la -  
t i o n ,  both reason and f a i t h  a r e  from I l i m  and cannot 
be i n  c o n f l i c t  with each o t h e r ,  nor can knowledge 

reached through t h e  senses  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  t m t h  
which i s  given through r e v e l a t i o n  and apprehended 
through f a i t h .  

William Occam (about 1300-1349), t h e  English 
s c h o l a s t i c  theologian,  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  In- 
v i n c i b l e  Doctor, took a cons iderable  s t e p  beyond 
Aquinas i n  chal lenging t h e  temporal a u t h o r i t y  o f  
t h e  pope. He a l s o  challenged t h e  e a r l i e r  s c h o l a s t i c s  
by denying t h e  preeminence o f  reason over f a i t h  and 
dec lared  t h a t  t h e  Bible,  not  reason o r  l og ic ,  is  
t h e  source of  f a i t h .  H i s  work l a i d  t h e  foundations 
f o r  t h e  theology o f  t h e  Reformation, under which 
scholas t ic i sm ceased t o  be an e f f e c t i v e  and cred- 
i b l e  inf luence  i n  Western thought.  

In po in t  o f  t ime t h e  movement known as Medieval 
Mysticism r a n  roughly p a r a l l e l  t o  Scholast icism. 
Where s c h o l a s t i c  theology had only an i n t e l l e c t u a l  
appeal and a f f ec t ed  t h e  people only  i n d i r e c t l y ,  
Mysticism had a popular appeal t o  t h e  masses of 
pious Medieval C h r i s t i a n s .  I t  was a pe r sona l ,  emo- 
t i o n a l ,  and o f t e n  pass iona te  approach t o  God. I t  
inf luenced personal  l i f e  profoundly i n  i t s  e f f o r t  
t o  secure  a p u r i t y  of  h e a r t  and l i f e  through a mys- 
t i c a l  union of  t h e  soul  with God. Mysticism encour- 
aged and fos t e red  a devot ional  and worshipful  a t t i -  
tude i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  customary formal and out-  
ward p r a c t i c e  o f  r e l i g i o n .  I t  emphasized t h e  exper- 
ience  of r e l i g i o n  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  a mere i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a s s e n t  t~ t h e  a r t i c l e s  of  f a i t h  and t h e  r i t u a l s  of 
t h e  Church. I t  was an e f f o r t  of  a i nne r  f a i t h  t o  
apprehend God and t o  possess  Chr i s t .  Modern Pente- 
c o s t a l  i s m  and t h e  J e s u s  Movement a r e  i f  l u s t r a t i v e  
o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  Medieval Mysticism. 

S t .  Bernard of  Clairvaux (1091-11531, S t .  Francis  
o f  Ass iz i  (1182-12261, and Cather ine  o f  Sienna (1347- 
1380), e a r l y  myst ics ,  l i k e  t h e  l a t e r  Igna t ius  of 
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Loyola (1491-1556), d i d  no t  stand i n  oppos i t ion  t o  
t h e  Church. They and t h e  mendicant orders  simply 
sought t o  s t rengthcn  t h c  t r u c  f a i t h  and t o  uphold tire 
e s t ab l i shed  church. Their  emphasis was on teactiing 
and preaching r a t h e r  t h e n  on t h e  formal f u l f i l l m e n t  
of t h e  sacramental r i t e s  of  t h e  Churcll. Their  cvan- 
g e l i c a l  message was based on t h e  New ra ther  than  on 
t h e  Old Testament and t hey  saw Jesus as iLfediator 
r a t h e r  than a s  a f i g u r e  i n  t h e  sacramental system. 
The Brethren of t h e  Common L i fe  exemplify Mysticism 
a t  i t s  b e s t .  Ffembers o f  t h i s  Fledieval o rde r  o f  
laymen l ived  under a r u l e  and devoted themselves t o  
a  l i f e  of teaching God's Word and rendering p r a c t i -  
c a l  s e r v i c e  t o  humanity. - The Imi ta t ion  of C h r i s t ,  
a  devotional  book w r i t t e n  by Thomas a  ~ e c i s  (1380- 
1471) ,  i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  of l i t e r a t u r e  c i r c u l a t e d  by 
t h e  Xyst ics  i n  t h e  l a t e  Fliddle Ages. 

Medieval blysticism tended to prosper  a s  an accsm- 
paniment of s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  un res t .  Renaissance 
Humanism was t o  r i s e  and f l o u r i s h  i n  t h c  wake of t h e  
a f f luence  generated by I t a l i a n  economic expansion. 
I n i t i a l l y ,  I t a l i a n  llumanism was a r ev iva l  of i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  and languages of c l a s s i c a l  a n t i w i t y .  
The wealth of  I t a l i a n  merchants subsidized t h e  search  
f o r  anc ient  manuscripts and a new genera t ion  of scho- 
l a r s  and l i t e r a t i  ed i t ed  and t r a n s l a t e d  t h e  s e c u l a r  
wisdom of t h e  p a s t .  These scho la r s  and men of l e t t e r s  
a l s o  gave t h e i r  genera t ion  and p o s t e r i t y  a  b r i l l i a n t  
and v i b r a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  vernacular  languages. 
bluseums were opened t o  house t h e  t r e a s u r e s  of  a n t i -  
q u i t y ,  and l i b r a r i e s ,  inc luding  t h e  g r e a t  Vatican 
Library,  were e s t ab l i shed  t o  preserve  t h e  p r i c e l e s s  
h e r i t a g e  of t h e  p a s t .  The a r t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  pa in t ing  
and a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  were enjoying a new golden age as 
t h e  wealth of I t a l y  was lavished on everything re- 
l a t e d  t o  beauty and knowledge. 

Men turned from t h e  s u h l e t i e s  of an ar id  Scho- 
lasticism t o  f i n d  freedom of expression i n  a world 
l ibera ted from the au thor i t a r i an i sm of Ihe Church 
and t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  bondage o f  t h e  p a s t .  The mon- 
a s t i c  idea l  of l i f e  was r e j e c t e d  i n  f avor  o f  an en- = 
l ightened observat ion o f  t h e  world and an admirat ion 
of  t h e  work of t h e  hands of  men. Man was c a l l e d  from 
a morbid s e l f - m o r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  enjoyment of  t h e  
p leasures  o f  l i f e ,  

I t a l i a n  W a n i s m  was secu la r  and e l i t e .  I t  passed 
by t h e  masses of people f o r  whom t h e  condi t ions  of  
l i f e  were l a r g e l y  unchanged. The Renaissance i n  t h e  
no r th  of  Europe assumed both popular and r e l i g i o u s  
overtones a s  scho la r s  turned t o  b i b l i c a l  a n t i q u i t i e s ,  
b i b l i c a l  t e x t s ,  and t h e  wr i t i ngs  o f  S t .  Augustine 
and t h e  o t h e r  Church f a t h e r s .  The Vulgate,  Jerome's 
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Bible,  was ed i t ed  t o  remove some 
of i t s  e r r o r s  and t h e  Donation o f  Constance was ex- 
posed as a forgery.  Erasmus of R o t t e r d m  (1466-1536) 
produced an ed i t ed  Greek New Testament set i n  p a r a l l e l  
columns with a f i n e  Lat in  t r a n s l a t i o n .  The a r t s  and 
a  vernacular  l i t e r a t u r e  appealed t o  t h e  masses and 
p r i n t i n g  p res ses ,  unavai lab le  t o  t h e  e a r l y  I t a l i a n  
ihunanists, gave new scQpe f o r  l ea rn ing  and t h e  d i s -  
semination of knowledge. 

The s t r eng th  o f  Humanism l a y  i n  i ts  c r e a t i v e  scho- 
l a r s h i p  and i t s  e x a l t a t i o n  o f  t h e  ind iv idua l .  The 
a s c e t i c  i d e a l s  of Mysticism and t h e  specu la t ive  and 
phi losophical  i d e a l s  of Scholast icism had l o s t  t h e i r  
fo rce  and s ign i f i cance .  But thrmanism had i t s  own 
weakness. The pos tu re  of a r t  f o r  a r t ' s  sake and 
t h e  e x a l t a t i o n  of  beauty and human d i g n i t y  were not 
enough t o  s u s t a i n  a  movement t h a t  r e a l l y  had no sub- 
s t ance  o r  concre te  program f o r  human b e t t e m e n t .  
In t h e  long run  t h e  anist- suffered from a p a r a l -  
y s i s  o f  ac t ion  and t h e  lack  o f  adequate motivat ions.  
Indeed none of  t h e  movements w e  have reviewed, Scho- 
l a s t i c i sm,  Mysticism, o r  Hmanism, was a b l e  t o  su r -  
v ive  t h e  profound changes wrought by t h e  Reformation. 
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In the  spr ing  o f  1501 he mat r icu la ted  a t  t h e  Uni- 
yet  i n  t ~ l e i r  t ime, and with a l l  tfaeir Hndixrirfual v e r s i t y  of E r f u r t  t o  undertake t h e  18 months of  i n -  
shortconlings, they served u s e f u l  purposes in ]rro- t e n s i v e  s tudy requi red  f o r  t h e  B . A .  degree. He stood 
gress  of t]ie 1:eformation and t h e  b roaden ing  horizons t h i r t i e t h  i n  a c l a s s  of 57 when h i s  B.A. degree was 
of ~[es te r l s  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  conferred.  By 1505 h e  had completed t h e  l i b e r a l  arts 

A l l  t h r e e  must be taken i n t o  account i n  a revieti 
of !.laytin Luther '  s  educat ional  background, ifis studies 
began a t  t h e  blansfeld T r i v i a l s c l ~ u l e  where t h e  Ftedieval 
Trivium. grammar, l o ~ i c ,  and r h e t o r i c  was t h e  b a s i c  , ., 
curriculum. ~ h &  s tudy of Lat in began ear ly .  Table 
p raye r s ,  t h e  Ten Commandments, t h e  Creed, t h e  Lord's 
Prayer ,  and flail  Mary were memorized. Large s e c t i o n s  
of t he  Plenarium, a manual of worship, was mastered 
so  t h a t :  

By t h e  time a s tudent  graduated from one of these  
Lat in  schools  he  was well prepared t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
t h e  s p i r i t  of Cathol ic  worship s e r v i c e s  and t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  Masscs, which a l l  had t h e i r  
s p e c i a l  l i t u r g i e s .  In b r i e f ,  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  aimed 
t o  nu r tu re  t h e  ch i ld ren  a s  loyal  members of t h e  
church. (Schwiebert, 1950, p.117) 

In h i s  fou r t een th  yea r ,  spent  a t  a Lat in school 
i n  Elagdeburg , Lutllcr probably i ~ a d  h i s  f i r s t  encounter 
.rzith t h e  Brethren of t h e  Common Life .  Tl~ey brought 
t o  him t h e i r  love f o r  Holy Sc r ip tu re  and inf luenced 
him by t h e  s ince re  p i e t y  of t h e i r  Chr i s t i an  l i f e .  
I t  may have been a t  Yagdeburg t h a t  Lutlier f i r s t  saw 
a whole Bible,  chained f o r  s e c u r i t y  reasons ,  t o  a 
l i b r a r y  desk. 

course leading t o  an MA., now ranking second i n  a 
c l a s s  of 17.  Crotus Rubeanus, a roommate i n  Luther ' s  
Eisenach dormitory room, l a t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Reformer 
a s  a "learned philosopher".  O f  h i s  graduat ion  Luther 
l a t e r  wrote i n  words t h a t  w i l l  evoke chords of  memory 
i n  every degree candidate:  " I t  was a g l o r i o u s  and 
splendid time when t h e  success fu l  candida tes  rece ived  
t h e i r  degrees;  torches  were c a r r i e d  i n  f r o n t  of  them 
and t r i b u t e s  were paid t o  them; i n  my opinion t h e r e  is  
no e a r t h l y  p leasure  known t o  man t h a t  equals  itt1 
(quoted i n  Kooiman, 1955, p . 2 1 ) .  

The two s t r a i n s  of l a te  Medieval thought happily 
combined a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  E r f u r t  were t h e  Occamist 
f o m  of  Scholast icism and t h e  humanist ic  tendencies  
t h a t  were becoming so  popular on European campuses. 
Olatstanding among Luther ' s  E r f u f l  t eache r s  was Bartho- 
lomaeus von Usiagen, an O c c m i s t  who made a ca re fu l  - - 
d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  Bible and A r i s t o t l e  a s  r e l i -  
ab le  sources o f  knowledge. E r f u r t  was a good example 
of i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  via Moderna, t h e  new way o f  t h e  - 
fo l lowers  of  Occam, a s  con t ra s t ed  with t h e  Via 

9 - t h e  o ld  way o f  Thomas Aquinas. In  t h e  New Way, Phi lo-  
sophy was divided i n t o  dual--categorkes:  t h e r e  were 
thk  th ings  one knew by f a i t h  through d iv ine  reve la-  
t i o n ,  and t h e r e  were those  th ings  t o  which t h e  know- 

Af ter  one year  a t  blagdeburg t h e  young scholar  went ledge of t h i s  world and t h e  bes t  e f f o r t s  of reason were 
on t o  Eisenach t o  t h e  modern equiva lent  of a high t o  be appl ied .  
school.  According t o  ~ le lanchthon '  s account ,  Luther 
here  "rounded ou t  h i s  Lat in s t u d i e s ;  and s ince  he 
had a pene t r a t ing  mind and r i c h  g i f t s  of  express ion ,  
he soon out -s t r ipped  h i s  companions i n  eloquence, 
languages, and poe t i c  verse" (quoted i n  Schwibert,  
n.1251.  In l a t e r  l i f e  Luther o f t e n  had occasion t o  

- 

Afte r  acqui r ing  h i s  M.A. ,  Luther began a t  once h i s  
l ega l  s t u d i e s .  His f a t h e r ,  now a man of cons iderable  
wealth, gave him t h e  volumes of  t h e  J u r i s  C i v i l i s ,  

_____O t h e  anc ient  foundation o f  l e g a l  knowledge and t r a i n -  - 
ing ,  Within two months Luther had made a c r i t i c a l  and 

1 

r e c a l l  t h e  excel  l e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e  Ilal7piness 
of h i s  fou r  years  a t  Eisenach. 
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f a r - r each ing  d e c i s i o n .  Ilc abandoned a legal c a r e e r  
and joined himself  t o  t h e  monks i n  t h e  Augustinian 
IIousc a t  E r f u r t .  I t  was a f o r t u n a t e  dec i s ion  because 
now he had t h e  suppjort o f  t h e  monastic es tabl is l lment  
t o  cont inue  s tudying i n  t h e  a r e a  where h i s  r e a l  i n -  
t e r e s t s  l a y .  

But he was a new Luther.  The s p i r i t u a l  s t r u g g l e  
t h a t  had induced him t o  e n t e r  t h e  monastery drove 
him i n  a f r enz i ed  search  f o r  t r u t h  and peace o f  mind. 
Having been ordained p r i e s t ,  he  moved on t o  s t u d i e s  
lead ing  t o  t h e  degree o f  Doctor o f  Theology. The 
f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  t h i s  program gave him t h e  t i t l e  - Bib- 
l i c u s  and q u a l i f i e d  him t o  l e c t u r e  on t h e  Bible .  
'The second s t a g e ,  des igna ted  by t h e  t i t l e  F o n a t u s ,  
involved mastery o f  t h e  terminology o f  Medieval t he -  
ology. A s  S e n t e n t i a r i u s ,  t h e  candida te  was q u a l i f i e d  
t o  t each  t h e  s c h o l a s t i c  handbook, P e t e r  Lombard's 
Sentences.  The l a s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  c a n d i d a t e ' s  p rog re s s  
e n t i t l e d  him t o  a p o s i t i o n  a s  Lec turer  on t h e  Bible .  

Before he had f i n i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  he was 
assigned t o  a temporary teaching  p o s i t i o n  i n  moral 
philosophy i n  t h e  Augustinian House i n  Wittenberg. 
he r e tu rned  t o  E r f u r t  t o  t each  Lombard's Sentences.  
Then came t h e  f i v e  month journey t o  Rome i n  t h e  i n -  
t e r e s t s  of  t h e  Monastery a t  E r f u r t .  In proceeding 
t o  t h e  d o c t o r a t e  on October 18, 1512, Luther had com- 
p l e t e d  a r i go rous  academic d i s c i p l i n e .  He had demon- 
s t r a t e d  h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  a t e a c h e r .  He had r ead  
t h e  La t in  c l a s s i c s  and t h e  works of  t h e  t heo log ians  
o f  both t h e  - Via Antiqua and t h e  - Via Moderna. tie had 
read a l l  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of  S t .  Augustine and most o f  
t h e  work o f  t h e  o t h e r  Church ~ a t h c r s .  He was wel l  read  
i n  Church I l i s t o ry ,  t h e  e x e g e t i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  of  t h e  
!#fiddle Ages, and t h e  Canon Law. He was s teeped  i n  
t h e  p ious  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  Medieval blystics and 
thoroughly t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  mechanisms deve l -  
oped by Renaissance Humanism. Yet, a s  he  l a t e r  s a i d  
o f  t h e  day h i s  f i n a l  degree  was con fe r r ed ,  "When I was 
made a Doctor I d i d  n o t  y e t  know t h e  l i g h t . "  

!-4arti.n Luther :  Educator 

I t  i s  one of t h e  s t r a n g e  and remarkable i r o n i e s  o f  
11istory t h a t  t h e  Lutheran Reformation, i n  t h e  first 
year  o f  i t s  course ,  should have been f inanced  by r e v -  
enues provided by p i lg r ims  and worshippers drawn t o  
t h e  C a s t l e  Church a t  Wittenberg t o  vene ra t e  t h e  c o l -  
l e c t i o n  of r e l i c s  exh ib i t ed  t h e r e  by Freder ick ,  t h e  
E lec to r  o f  Saxony. 

Grea te r  Saxony had been d iv ided  i n t o  two j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n s  i n  1485. The e l e c t o r a l  t i t l e  had been g iven  
t o  t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h e  a r e a  he ld  by Freder ick  t h e  Wise. 
The duca l  t i t l e  was g iven  t o  F r e d e r i c k ' s  cousin Duke 
George, r u l e r  o f  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i -  
v i s i o n .  One of t h e  problems o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was t h a t  
Ducal Saxony found i t s e l f  possessed o f  two u n i v e r s i -  
t i e s ,  while  E l e c t o r a l  Saxony had none. I t  was a mat- 
t e r  of g r e a t  concern t o  Freder ick  t h e  Wise. A t  a t ime 
when Renaissance l ea rn ing  and t h e  p u r s u i t  of knowledge 
was s o  h igh ly  va lued  among p r i n c e s  i n  a l l  o f  Europe, 
Freder ick  f e l t  t h a t  without  a f i r s t - r a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  
E l e c t o r a l  Saxony would be on ly  a second-class  p r i n c i -  
p a l i t y .  

He had come t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as E l e c t o r  ou t  o f  an 
unusua l ly  p ious  development a s  a young man. A p i l -  
grimage t o  t h e  Holy Land, r e f l e c t i v e  o f  h i s  s e r ious -  
ness  about r e l i g i o n ,  s t imu la t ed  a f e r v e n t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  r e l i c s ,  and when h e  came i n t o  a p o s i t i o n  of 
weal th  he maintained a corps  o f  c o l l e c t o r s  who bought 
r e l i c s  f o r  him and s e n t  them t o  Wittenberg f o r  d i s -  
p l ay  i n  t h e  C a s t l e  Church. Eventual ly  F r e d e r i c k ' s  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e l i c s  became t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  Europe. 
I t  included 33 fragments of  t h e  c r o s s ,  a s p l i n t e r  
from t h e  crown of  t ho rns ,  many bones from t h e  Holy 
Innocents ,  and a p i e c e  from Moses' burning bush. The 
of t -quoted f i g u r e s  o f  Meinhard, publ i shed  i n  1509, 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were over  f i v e  thousand i tems ,  



f a r - r each ing  d e c i s i o n .  Ilc abandoned a legal c a r e e r  
and joined himself  t o  t h e  monks i n  t h e  Augustinian 
IIousc a t  E r f u r t .  I t  was a f o r t u n a t e  dec i s ion  because 
now he had t h e  suppjort o f  t h e  monastic es tabl is l lment  
t o  cont inue  s tudying i n  t h e  a r e a  where h i s  r e a l  i n -  
t e r e s t s  l a y .  

But he was a new Luther.  The s p i r i t u a l  s t r u g g l e  
t h a t  had induced him t o  e n t e r  t h e  monastery drove 
him i n  a f r enz i ed  search  f o r  t r u t h  and peace o f  mind. 
Having been ordained p r i e s t ,  he  moved on t o  s t u d i e s  
lead ing  t o  t h e  degree o f  Doctor o f  Theology. The 
f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  t h i s  program gave him t h e  t i t l e  - Bib- 
l i c u s  and q u a l i f i e d  him t o  l e c t u r e  on t h e  Bible .  
'The second s t a g e ,  des igna ted  by t h e  t i t l e  F o n a t u s ,  
involved mastery o f  t h e  terminology o f  Medieval t he -  
ology. A s  S e n t e n t i a r i u s ,  t h e  candida te  was q u a l i f i e d  
t o  t each  t h e  s c h o l a s t i c  handbook, P e t e r  Lombard's 
Sentences.  The l a s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  c a n d i d a t e ' s  p rog re s s  
e n t i t l e d  him t o  a p o s i t i o n  a s  Lec turer  on t h e  Bible .  

Before he had f i n i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  he was 
assigned t o  a temporary teaching  p o s i t i o n  i n  moral 
philosophy i n  t h e  Augustinian House i n  Wittenberg. 
he r e tu rned  t o  E r f u r t  t o  t each  Lombard's Sentences.  
Then came t h e  f i v e  month journey t o  Rome i n  t h e  i n -  
t e r e s t s  of  t h e  Monastery a t  E r f u r t .  In proceeding 
t o  t h e  d o c t o r a t e  on October 18, 1512, Luther had com- 
p l e t e d  a r i go rous  academic d i s c i p l i n e .  He had demon- 
s t r a t e d  h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  a t e a c h e r .  He had r ead  
t h e  La t in  c l a s s i c s  and t h e  works of  t h e  t heo log ians  
o f  both t h e  - Via Antiqua and t h e  - Via Moderna. tie had 
read a l l  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of  S t .  Augustine and most o f  
t h e  work o f  t h e  o t h e r  Church ~ a t h c r s .  He was wel l  read  
i n  Church I l i s t o ry ,  t h e  e x e g e t i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  of  t h e  
!#fiddle Ages, and t h e  Canon Law. He was s teeped  i n  
t h e  p ious  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  Medieval blystics and 
thoroughly t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  mechanisms deve l -  
oped by Renaissance Humanism. Yet, a s  he  l a t e r  s a i d  
o f  t h e  day h i s  f i n a l  degree  was con fe r r ed ,  "When I was 
made a Doctor I d i d  n o t  y e t  know t h e  l i g h t . "  

!-4arti.n Luther :  Educator 

I t  i s  one of t h e  s t r a n g e  and remarkable i r o n i e s  o f  
11istory t h a t  t h e  Lutheran Reformation, i n  t h e  first 
year  o f  i t s  course ,  should have been f inanced  by r e v -  
enues provided by p i lg r ims  and worshippers drawn t o  
t h e  C a s t l e  Church a t  Wittenberg t o  vene ra t e  t h e  c o l -  
l e c t i o n  of r e l i c s  exh ib i t ed  t h e r e  by Freder ick ,  t h e  
E lec to r  o f  Saxony. 

Grea te r  Saxony had been d iv ided  i n t o  two j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n s  i n  1485. The e l e c t o r a l  t i t l e  had been g iven  
t o  t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h e  a r e a  he ld  by Freder ick  t h e  Wise. 
The duca l  t i t l e  was g iven  t o  F r e d e r i c k ' s  cousin Duke 
George, r u l e r  o f  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i -  
v i s i o n .  One of t h e  problems o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was t h a t  
Ducal Saxony found i t s e l f  possessed o f  two u n i v e r s i -  
t i e s ,  while  E l e c t o r a l  Saxony had none. I t  was a mat- 
t e r  of g r e a t  concern t o  Freder ick  t h e  Wise. A t  a t ime 
when Renaissance l ea rn ing  and t h e  p u r s u i t  of knowledge 
was s o  h igh ly  va lued  among p r i n c e s  i n  a l l  o f  Europe, 
Freder ick  f e l t  t h a t  without  a f i r s t - r a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  
E l e c t o r a l  Saxony would be on ly  a second-class  p r i n c i -  
p a l i t y .  

He had come t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as E l e c t o r  ou t  o f  an 
unusua l ly  p ious  development a s  a young man. A p i l -  
grimage t o  t h e  Holy Land, r e f l e c t i v e  o f  h i s  s e r ious -  
ness  about r e l i g i o n ,  s t imu la t ed  a f e r v e n t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  r e l i c s ,  and when h e  came i n t o  a p o s i t i o n  of 
weal th  he maintained a corps  o f  c o l l e c t o r s  who bought 
r e l i c s  f o r  him and s e n t  them t o  Wittenberg f o r  d i s -  
p l ay  i n  t h e  C a s t l e  Church. Eventual ly  F r e d e r i c k ' s  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e l i c s  became t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  Europe. 
I t  included 33 fragments of  t h e  c r o s s ,  a s p l i n t e r  
from t h e  crown of  t ho rns ,  many bones from t h e  Holy 
Innocents ,  and a p i e c e  from Moses' burning bush. The 
of t -quoted f i g u r e s  o f  Meinhard, publ i shed  i n  1509, 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were over  f i v e  thousand i tems ,  



many encased i n  b e a u t i f u l  r e l i q u a r i e s .  I3y 1518 the 
c o l l e c t i o n  had grown t o  17,000 items c a p a t ~ l e ,  I t 7  what- 
eve r  assessment was made, of providing indulgenecs  of 
127,799 yea r s  and 116 days.  

One sllould by no means regard  a l l  t h i s  as t h c  v a n i t y  
of  an obsessed c o l l e c t o r .  Freder ick  was genuine ly  
p ious  a ~ d  a q ince re  C h r i s t i z n ,  h e l d  i~ henor by h i s  
coil temporaries a s  t h e  model o f  a  t r u l y  C l l r i s t i an  p r ince ,  
His a p p e l l a t i o n  " the Wisert was deserved.  IIis l i f e  
s t o r y  r e f l e c t s  a  man of undoubted i n t e g r i t y ,  f u l l y  de-  
termined and completely  capable  o f  r u l i n g  h i s  people  
i n  j u s t i c e  and i n  love .  

F r e d e r i c k ' s  pa s s ion  f o r  h i s  r e l i c s  and h i s  d e s i r e  
f o r  a u n i v e r s i t y  i n  E l e c t o r a l  Saxony e v e n t u a l l y  l ed  
t o  a  r e b u i l d i n g  of t h e  c i t y  o f  \ $ i t t enbe rg ,  i nc lud ing  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  C a s t l e  and t h e  C a s t l e  C11urc'h which  i t-  
s e l f  was becoming a  magni f icen t  r e l i q u a r y .  I n  1502, 
j u s t  t e n  yea r s  be fo re  L u t l ~ e r ' s  appointment t o  a  c h a i r  
on t h e  f a c u l t y ,  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of itlittenberg was founded 
under t h e  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  the E l e c t o r .  From t h e  be- 
g inn ing  t h e  Wittenberg house of  t h e  August inian Order 
was g iven  a  l a r g e  r o l e  i n  t h e  development of t h e  Uni- 
v e r s i t y .  

The D i s t r i c t  Super in tendent  of t h e  o r d e r ,  John 
S t a u p i t z ,  was given t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s t a f f i n g  
t h e  f o u r  c o l l e g e s :  L ibe ra l  Arts, Medicine,  Law, and 
Theology. Georg S p a l a t i n ,  t h e  E l e c t o r ' s  chap l a in  and 
s e c r e t a r y ,  r ep re sen t ed  Freder ick  i n  problems of  fund- 
ing and management and i n  t h e  p rov i s ion  of  a  s u i t a b l e  
l i b r a r y .  In  f i l l i n g  f a c u l t y  p o s t s  t h e  main o b j e c t i v e  
was competence i n  t e ach ing .  The f i r s t  members of  t h e  
f a c u l t y  r ep re sen t ed  both Thomist and Occamist s t r a i n s  
of  Scholas t ic i sm.  Ht~manis ts ,  a s  wel l  a s  men with  lean-  
i n g s  toward t lyst  i c i sm,  were appointed.  Two men, Kheticus 
and Reinhold,  were e n t h u s i a s t i c  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  Coyer- 
n ican  t heo ry ,  so  s e v e r e l y  censured by Luther .  Fred- 
e r i c k ' s  persona l  phi losophy of  eclucation may wel l  be  

sa id  t o  have l a i d  t h e  founda t ions  f o r  t h e  modern con- 
cept of  academic freedom. !Ae i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i n s t r u c -  
to rs  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  be  f r e e  t o  pursue knowledge 
without  i n t e r f e r e n c e  from a r b i t r a r y  academic o r  p o l i t -  
i ca l  a u t h o r i t y .  

Mart in  Lu the r ' s  p resence  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  from 
1512 t o  1646, a 34 yea r  p e r i o d ,  made Wittenberg un ique  
among t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  of Europe. For one gene ra t i on ,  
u n t i l  i t s  c o l l a p s e  i n  t h e  Schmalkaldic War, it was t h e  
most important  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  a l l  Europe. Desp i te  i t s  
' r e cen t  beginnings,  i t s  enro l lments  w e r e  about  double  
t h e  average enrol lment  f o r  t h e  t e n  major Geman un i -  
v e r s i t i e s .  Only one o t h e r  approached i t  i n  s i z e ,  t h a t  
of  Leipzig i n  Ducal Saxony (Elton,  1958, p . 4 3 2 ) .  In  
t h e  34 yea r s  o f  Lu the r ' s  t e n u r e  t h e  methodologies o f  
educa t ion  were r e v o l u t i o n i z e d .  The contemporary p h i l o -  
sophies  o f  l e a rn ing  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r r e n t s  were 
s i f t e d  and s t r a i n e d .  A s c h o l a r l y  concern fo r  t h e  sub- 
s t a n c e  of  t r u t h  r e j e c t e d  ph i lo soph ica l  and methodolo- 
g i c a l  impediments t o  l e a r n i n g  i n  such a way a s  t o  re- 
form and r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  whole concept  of  s c h o l a r s h i p  
and l ea rn ing .  

The subs tance  t h a t  laartin Luther d e a l t  wi th  was t h e  
Bible ,  God's r evea l ed  Word. H i s  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  l e a r n  
what God has  t o  s a y  t o  s i n f u l  man. To t h a t  purpose 
he  app l i ed  a l l  h i s  t a l e n t s  and energy. In  t h e  p roces s  
he  taught  t e a c h e r s  and s c h o l a r s  how t o  apply  t h e i r  
minds t o  t h e  subs tance  of  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  of academic, 
s c i e n t i f i c ,  and s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  For t h i s  c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n ,  educa t ion  and l e a r n i n g  are g r e a t l y  i n  h i s  deb t .  
Lu the r ' s  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  and h i s  c r e a t i v e  s c h o l a r s h i p  
l a y  i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  u s e s  and v a l u e s  i n  a l l  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r r e n t s  about him and i n  t h e  t ang l ed  
ske in  of human knowledge, and t o  apply  them shrewdly 
and j u d i c i o u s l y  i n  t h e  ques t  f o r  t r u t h .  

The Lutheran Reformation began a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  
of Wittenberg f i v e  y e a r s  after t h e  beginning o f  Lu the r ' s  



many encased i n  b e a u t i f u l  r e l i q u a r i e s .  I3y 1518 the 
c o l l e c t i o n  had grown t o  17,000 items c a p a t ~ l e ,  I t 7  what- 
eve r  assessment was made, of providing indulgenecs  of 
127,799 yea r s  and 116 days.  

One sllould by no means regard  a l l  t h i s  as t h c  v a n i t y  
of  an obsessed c o l l e c t o r .  Freder ick  was genuine ly  
p ious  a ~ d  a q ince re  C h r i s t i z n ,  h e l d  i~ henor by h i s  
coil temporaries a s  t h e  model o f  a  t r u l y  C l l r i s t i an  p r ince ,  
His a p p e l l a t i o n  " the Wisert was deserved.  IIis l i f e  
s t o r y  r e f l e c t s  a  man of undoubted i n t e g r i t y ,  f u l l y  de-  
termined and completely  capable  o f  r u l i n g  h i s  people  
i n  j u s t i c e  and i n  love .  

F r e d e r i c k ' s  pa s s ion  f o r  h i s  r e l i c s  and h i s  d e s i r e  
f o r  a u n i v e r s i t y  i n  E l e c t o r a l  Saxony e v e n t u a l l y  l ed  
t o  a  r e b u i l d i n g  of t h e  c i t y  o f  \ $ i t t enbe rg ,  i nc lud ing  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  C a s t l e  and t h e  C a s t l e  C11urc'h which  i t-  
s e l f  was becoming a  magni f icen t  r e l i q u a r y .  I n  1502, 
j u s t  t e n  yea r s  be fo re  L u t l ~ e r ' s  appointment t o  a  c h a i r  
on t h e  f a c u l t y ,  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of itlittenberg was founded 
under t h e  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  the E l e c t o r .  From t h e  be- 
g inn ing  t h e  Wittenberg house of  t h e  August inian Order 
was g iven  a  l a r g e  r o l e  i n  t h e  development of t h e  Uni- 
v e r s i t y .  

The D i s t r i c t  Super in tendent  of t h e  o r d e r ,  John 
S t a u p i t z ,  was given t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s t a f f i n g  
t h e  f o u r  c o l l e g e s :  L ibe ra l  Arts, Medicine,  Law, and 
Theology. Georg S p a l a t i n ,  t h e  E l e c t o r ' s  chap l a in  and 
s e c r e t a r y ,  r ep re sen t ed  Freder ick  i n  problems of  fund- 
ing and management and i n  t h e  p rov i s ion  of  a  s u i t a b l e  
l i b r a r y .  In  f i l l i n g  f a c u l t y  p o s t s  t h e  main o b j e c t i v e  
was competence i n  t e ach ing .  The f i r s t  members of  t h e  
f a c u l t y  r ep re sen t ed  both Thomist and Occamist s t r a i n s  
of  Scholas t ic i sm.  Ht~manis ts ,  a s  wel l  a s  men with  lean-  
i n g s  toward t lyst  i c i sm,  were appointed.  Two men, Kheticus 
and Reinhold,  were e n t h u s i a s t i c  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  Coyer- 
n ican  t heo ry ,  so  s e v e r e l y  censured by Luther .  Fred- 
e r i c k ' s  persona l  phi losophy of  eclucation may wel l  be  

sa id  t o  have l a i d  t h e  founda t ions  f o r  t h e  modern con- 
cept of  academic freedom. !Ae i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i n s t r u c -  
to rs  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  be  f r e e  t o  pursue knowledge 
without  i n t e r f e r e n c e  from a r b i t r a r y  academic o r  p o l i t -  
i ca l  a u t h o r i t y .  

Mart in  Lu the r ' s  p resence  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  from 
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v e r s i t i e s .  Only one o t h e r  approached i t  i n  s i z e ,  t h a t  
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t h e  34 yea r s  o f  Lu the r ' s  t e n u r e  t h e  methodologies o f  
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sophies  o f  l e a rn ing  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r r e n t s  were 
s i f t e d  and s t r a i n e d .  A s c h o l a r l y  concern fo r  t h e  sub- 
s t a n c e  of  t r u t h  r e j e c t e d  ph i lo soph ica l  and methodolo- 
g i c a l  impediments t o  l e a r n i n g  i n  such a way a s  t o  re- 
form and r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  whole concept  of  s c h o l a r s h i p  
and l ea rn ing .  

The subs tance  t h a t  laartin Luther d e a l t  wi th  was t h e  
Bible ,  God's r evea l ed  Word. H i s  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  l e a r n  
what God has  t o  s a y  t o  s i n f u l  man. To t h a t  purpose 
he  app l i ed  a l l  h i s  t a l e n t s  and energy. In  t h e  p roces s  
he  taught  t e a c h e r s  and s c h o l a r s  how t o  apply  t h e i r  
minds t o  t h e  subs tance  of  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  of academic, 
s c i e n t i f i c ,  and s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  For t h i s  c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n ,  educa t ion  and l e a r n i n g  are g r e a t l y  i n  h i s  deb t .  
Lu the r ' s  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  and h i s  c r e a t i v e  s c h o l a r s h i p  
l a y  i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  u s e s  and v a l u e s  i n  a l l  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r r e n t s  about him and i n  t h e  t ang l ed  
ske in  of human knowledge, and t o  apply  them shrewdly 
and j u d i c i o u s l y  i n  t h e  ques t  f o r  t r u t h .  

The Lutheran Reformation began a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  
of Wittenberg f i v e  y e a r s  after t h e  beginning o f  Lu the r ' s  



p r o f e s s o r s h i p .  One might well say  t h a t  a ntovemen"rf 
t h i s  k i n d  had t o  o r i g i n a t e  i n  an academic s e t t i n g  be- 
cause it was begot ten  of sc f lo la rsh ip  and nu r tu r ed  i n  
t i le r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t e a c h e r  and s t u d e n t ,  I s  i t  
no t  f u r t l ~ e r  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f unc t i on  of t h e  
Church i s  educa t i ona l ?  The itiedieval Church had lost  
s i g h t  of  t h e  g r e a t  commission "Go ye and t each  a l l  
na t ions" .  Luther brought t h e  Church back t o  t h e  com- 
m3nd of  C h r i s t ,  p repar ing  a  gene ra t i on  of t e a c h e r s  
and p a s t o r s .  And he  l e f t  behind him a l i t e r a r y  leg-  
acy of  t each ing  m a t e r i a l s  and s u b s t a n t i v e  knowledge 
t h a t  ha s  in f luenced  t h e  e n t i r e  C h r i s t i a n  Churcll s i n c e  
h i s  t ime ,  The Church has  been t h e  poorer  t o  t h e  dc- 
g r ee  t h a t  i t  has  neg l ec t ed  o r  f o r g o t t e n  h i s  pedago- 
g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  knowledge. 

The Luther who had l e c t u r e d  on t h e  Nichomachean 
E th i c s  i n  h i s  term a s  v i s i t i n g  l e c t u r e r  a t  Wittenberg 
grasped e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  h i s  new charge i n  1512. Ile 
a s s m e d  t h e  l e c t u r e s h i p  i n  t h e  Book of t h e  Bib le ,  a 
c h a i r  p r ev ious ly  he ld  by. Johannes S t a u p i t z ,  who now 
was t h e  Academic Dean a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y ,  'The Rc fomer  
began with  l e c t u r e s  on Genesis (1512-1513) and can- 
t i nued  wi th  t h e  Psalms (1513-15151, Romans (1515-1516), 
Ga l a t i ans  (1516-151 7 ) ,  Hebrews (1517-1518), and s o  on 
u n t i l  h i s  dea th ,  Seldom absen t  from t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
o r  t o o  occupied with  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  c a r r y  on wi th  h i s  
ass igned  t each ing  d u t i e s ,  Luther missed few l e c t u r e s  
i n  h i s  l i f e t i m e .  His s t u d e n t s  and t h e i r  we l f a r e  was 
neves  a  secondary t a s k .  But he was busy. I n  1516 he  
s a i d  : 

I r e q u i r e  two s c r i b e s  o r  s e c r e t a r i e s .  I spend a l -  
most a l l  my t ime w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s ,  s o  t h a t  I  am no t  
s u r e  whether I am repeaging what I s a i d  b e f o r e .  I 
am l e c t u r e r  a t  t h e  convent ,  r e a d e r  dur ing  meals .  
I am a l s o  c a l l e d  from day t o  day t o  preach i n  t h e  
p a r i s h  church,  a c t  a s  r egen t  of  s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  con- 
ven t  and sub -v i ca r ,  which means p r i o r  o f  e leven  con- 
v e n t s .  I have t o  g a t h e r  t h e  f i s h  a t  Le i tzkay ,  

administer t h e  a f fa i rs  of  ilrezbt:rg a t  Torgau, 
lecture on Pare%, e d i t  my lec"tu.res on t h e  Psalms, 
and bes ide s  am burdened with  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  
which, as I have s a i d ,  t a k e s  up much t h e  g r e a t e r  
p a r t  of my time, I have i n s u f f i c i e n t  t ime f o r  
prayers  i n  t h e  b r e v i w y  or f o r  say ing  Mass, Trr 
a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  t h a t  I have t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
t m p t a t i o n s  nf t h e  world, the f l e s h ,  and t h e  d e v i l ,  
(Quoted i n  Green, 1964, pp. 37,381 

H i s  l e c t u r e s  i n  t h e  f irst  y e a r s  were encumbered by 
medieval convent ions  and e x e g e t i c a l  procedures .  Grad- 
ua l ly  t h e  Reformer changed h i s  method t o  a more prac-  
t i c a l  and u t i l i t a r i a n  t u r n .  The Humanists had g iven  
him t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t o o l s  of s c h o l a r s h i p  and t h e  aware- 
ne s s  t h a t  sound exposition o f  S c r i p t u r e  must be  based 
an t h e  grmmaticml and h i s t o r i c a l  s ense  of: t h e  t e x t .  
Yet he  never  l o s t  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  h i s  S c h o l a s t i c  t r a i n -  
i ng ,  s i n c e  he cont inued t o  base  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and 
conc lus ions  on reasoned argument subordinated t o  t h e  
d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n .  I t  w i l l  n o t  be  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  a t  
h i s  g r e a t  moment a t  Worms he r e fu sed  t o  r e c a n t  u n l e s s  
h i s  w r i t i n g s  were proved erroneous "by t h e  tes t imony 
of J e s i p t u r e  o r  by evieaent reason"'. 

Nor w a s  t h e  h e r i t a g e  of Mysticism l o s t  on him, a s  
i s  ev iden t  i n  h i s  i n t e n s e  pe r sona l  p i e t y ,  bu t  he  r e -  
mained t o o  much t h e  s c h o l a r  t o  be bet rayed  i n t o  t h e  
s u p e r f i c i a l i t i e s  o f  much o f  mys t ic  theology.  A l l  t h r e e  
movements, Scho la s t i c i sm ,  Mysticism, and Wumanism, 
had played t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  making o f  t h e  Reformer. 
A l l  t h r e e ,  d i s t i l l e d  i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  
made t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  t h e  q u e s t  f o r  t r u t h .  

A ve rba l  p o r t r a i t  of Luther  as t e a c h e r  i s  l e f t  us  
by one h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  an-Augus t in ian  f r ia r  from Cologne: 

He was a man o f  middl ing h e i g h t ,  wi th  a  v o i c e  bo th  
sha rp  and g e n t l e :  it was s o f t  i n  t one ,  s h a r p  i n  
t h e  enunc i a t i on  OF s y l l a b l e s ,  words, and s en t ences .  
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flc spoke nei ther  t o o  r a p i d l y  nor too s l o w l y ,  bu t  
e v e n l y  and w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n ,  as wc4% as very 
c l e a r l j r ,  and so  l o g i c a l l y  t h a t  each pa r t  floued 
ou t  of what went  be for^, fie d i d  n o t  g e t  lust i n  
t h e  maze of language, but  f i r s t  expounded t h e  i n -  
d i v i d u a l  words, then t h e  s en t ences ,  s o  t h a t  one 
could s ee  h o ~  t h e  con ten t  of t h e  expos i t i on  a rose ,  
and flowed out  s f  t h e  t e x t  i t s e l f .  For i t  afP 
hung t o g e t h e r  i n  o r d e r ,  word, m a t t e r ,  n a t u r a l  and 
moral pllilosophy . . . . Thcre was never anything 
i n  h i s  l e c t u r e s  t h a t  was no t  r e l e v a n t  o r  f u l l  s f  
meaning. (Quoted i n  Creen, pp.48,49) 

As many a s  400 s t u d e n t s  a r e  s a i d  t o  have a t tended  
Luther" l e c t u r e s  a t  t h e  he ight  of  u n i v e r s i t y  e n r o l l -  
ment. A t o t a l  of  16,000 s tuden t s  were r e g i s t e r e d  

people f o r  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  t r a i n i n g  and n u r t u r e ?  The 
iilcGuffey Reader w i t h  i t s  two gene ra t i ons  of s e r v i c e  
and one hundred and twenty-two m i l l i o n  p r i n t e d  cop ie s  
pales i n t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  by comparison. 

And t h e  Catechism was more than  j u s t  e f f e c t i v e  ed- 
u c a t i s n  methodology. That small  book has  s tood t h e  
tes t  of t ime and i n f i n i t e  use  a s  a f a i t h f u l  s u m a t i o n  
of t h e  con ten t  o f  t h e  Bible .  Everything e s s e n t i a l  t o  
t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of man i s  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  book, i n  words 
and o rgan iza t ion  comprehensible t o  a l l .  The Catechism 
revolueionized r e l i g i o u s  educa t ion .  I t  became Lhe 
p a t t e r n  f o r  s i m i l a r  books produced by t h e  J e s u i t s  i n  
t h e  fu r the rance  o f  Ca tho l i c  educa t ion ;  and it was used 
by P r o t e s t a n t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  t h e  Lutheran 
Confessisns .  

dur ing  t h e  34 yea r s  of  h i s  p ro fe s so r sh ip .  No e s t ima te  
can be made o f  t h e  number of persons who heard him Luther ' s  o m  educat ion had been based on t h e  found- 

preach (150 t imes  i n  some yea r s )  i n  h i s  f r equen t  ap- a t i o n  of  t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s .  He had s tud i ed  God's word 

pearances a s  gues t  preacher  i n  Wittenberg churches and under a  v a r i e t y  of  methodologies.  A t  no t i n e  d i d  he  

t h e  c l o i s t e r  cliapels.  The e f f e c t  on h i s  gene ra t i on  make clear c u t  d i s t i n c t i o n  between r e l i g i o u s  and sec-  

was i n c a l c u l a b l e ,  XIis h e a r e r s  knew t h a t  they  were u l a r  knowledge, A l l  knowledge, he be l i eved ,  had a  

l i s t e n i n g  t o  a great  t eache r  and man of God, IIis re levance  t o  human l i f e  and t o  an u d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  

g rea tnes s  a s  a t eache r  was ev ident  a t  t h e  beginning magnitude o f  God ' s love.  Wow could one understand t h e  

o f  h i s  c a r e e r .  The i n t e n s i t y  and urgency o f  h i s  Word of  God without  an understanding o f  t h e  n a t u r e  of  

speech and manner deepened and acce l e r a t ed  t h e  more l i f e ;  without  a g r a s p  o f  t h e  problems of  human r e l a -  

he r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of  s o u l s  depended on t i o n s h i p s  and f i n d m e n t a l  elements o f  human voca t ions?  

a  cont inu ing  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  Gospel. H i s  was no s i m p l i s t i c  admonition, l i k e  t h a t  o f  Massa- 
c h u s e t t s *  Deluder Satan A c t ,  t o  l e a r n  t o  read  s o  one -- 

Nowhere does Luther demonstrate  s o  c l e a r l y  both could read  t h e  Bible .  IIe considered a l l  knowledge 

h i s  t o t a l  g r a s p  of t h e  con ten t  of  Holy S c r i p t u r e  and wi th in  t h e  sphere  o f  human i n t e r e s t .  H e  considered 

h i s  mas t e r fu l  understanding of  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  p r i n c i -  knowledge t o  be  a  p rec ious  g i f t  o f  God. 

p l e s  of educa t ion  a s  i n  t h e  Small Catechism of  1529. 
A towering g i a n t  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  world of  t h e  16th 
cen tury ,  he was a b l e  t o  l a y  a s i d e  h i s  academic pse- 
eminence and speak t o  t h e  people ,  ye s ,  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  
i n  t h e  p rec ious  s i m p l i c i t y  of  t h e  ques t ions  and ans-  
wers of t h c  Catechism. I\%at o t h e r  textbook has  gone 
through s o  i nca l cu l ab ly  many e d i t i o n s ,  i n  s o  many l a n -  
guages? IVllat o t h e r  book has  been memorized by s o  many 

In  demanding f r e e ,  compulsory , and t a x ~ s u p p o r t e d  
educa t ion  f o r  a l l ,  Mart in  Luther was a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  
h e r i c a n  pedagogue Horace Mann by t h r e e  hundred yea r s .  
Two p r i n c i p a l  essays  o u t l i n e  t h e  Reformer's p r i n c i -  
p l e s  o f  educa t ion :  "To the Councilmen o f  A l l  C i t i e s  
In Germany That They E s t a b l i s h  And Maintain C h r i s t i a n  
Schoolsv (1524; i n  Lu the r ' s  Works, 45, 347-378), 
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dur ing  t h e  34 yea r s  of  h i s  p ro fe s so r sh ip .  No e s t ima te  
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Nowhere does Luther demonstrate  s o  c l e a r l y  both could read  t h e  Bible .  IIe considered a l l  knowledge 

h i s  t o t a l  g r a s p  of t h e  con ten t  of  Holy S c r i p t u r e  and wi th in  t h e  sphere  o f  human i n t e r e s t .  H e  considered 

h i s  mas t e r fu l  understanding of  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  p r i n c i -  knowledge t o  be  a  p rec ious  g i f t  o f  God. 

p l e s  of educa t ion  a s  i n  t h e  Small Catechism of  1529. 
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In  demanding f r e e ,  compulsory , and t a x ~ s u p p o r t e d  
educa t ion  f o r  a l l ,  Mart in  Luther was a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  
h e r i c a n  pedagogue Horace Mann by t h r e e  hundred yea r s .  
Two p r i n c i p a l  essays  o u t l i n e  t h e  Reformer's p r i n c i -  
p l e s  o f  educa t ion :  "To the Councilmen o f  A l l  C i t i e s  
In Germany That They E s t a b l i s h  And Maintain C h r i s t i a n  
Schoolsv (1524; i n  Lu the r ' s  Works, 45, 347-378), 



and the  "Scmon On The Duty Of Sending  Chi ld ren  To 
School", (1529; i n  P a i n t e r ,  1928 pp. 210-271) .  Tliougii 
h e  referred t o  educa t ion  i n  many o ther  essays and 
l e t t e r s ,  these t\?;o works l a y  down the main l ines  of 
h i s  thought  on educa t i on ,  H i s  entt~uslbasm f o r  t h e  sub- 
j e c t  was heightened by h i s  own exper iences  and by the 
tremendous s t r i d e s  educa t ion  had taken  i n  h i s  own 
l i f e t i m e .  He s a i d :  

In ou r  t imcs  i t  i s  easy t o  educa te  such pe r sons ,  who 
may l e a r n  t h e  Gospel and t h e  Catecllism, because no t  
on ly  t h e  lloly S c r i p t u r e s  bu t  a l s o  every  kind of  
l e a r n i n g  i s  now w i t h i n  r e a c h ,  w i t h  so many books 
and s o  much r ead ing  and preach ing  t h a t  (God be  
thanked!) a man a t  p r e s e n t  can l e a r n  more in t h r e e  
y e a r s  t han  fo rmer ly  i n  twenty;  even women and c h i l d -  
r e n  can now l e a r n  more o f  God and C h r i s t  from Ger- 
man gooks and sermons ( I  speak t h e  t r u t h )  t han  was 
fo rmer ly  known by t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  p r i e s t s ,  monks, 
t h e  whole papacy, and t h e  e n t i r e  world.  (Quoted i n  
P a i n t e r ,  pp.235-236) 

I t  goes  wi thout  say ing  t h a t  he was concerned about  
r e l i g i o u s  educa t i on ,  remarking t h a t  "when sclzools 
f l o u r i s h ,  t h i n g s  go we l l  and t h e  Church i s  s e c u r e ,  
l e t  u s  make more b las te r s  and Doctors .  The youth i s  
t h e  Church ' s n u r s e r y  and fountainhead" (Luther  ' s  
Works, 54,  4 5 2 ) .  He knew, however, t h a t  n e i t h e r  
Church no r  s o c i e t y  could p ro spe r  wi thout  t h e  foun- 
d a t i o n  of educa t ion .  He s a i d  t h a t  "Learning, wisdom 
and w r i t e r s  must r u l e  t h e  world . . . . If God o u t  
o f  Ilis wrath would t a k e  away from t h e  world a l l  t h e  
l e a rned ,  people  would become b e a s t s  and wi ld  an imals .  
There  would be no wisdom, r e l i g i o n ,  o r  law, bu t  on ly  
robbery ,  s t e a l i n g ,  murder,  a d u l t e r y ,  and t h e  doing 
of a l l  k inds  o f  e v i l "  (Quoted i n  G r i m m ,  1960, pp.61-82) .  

The  Reformer scorned t h e  i dea  o f  s e l f - t r a i n i n g  
and home educa t ion  a s  inadequa te  f o r  t h e  need of s o c i e t y .  

You say,  everyone teach his sons and daugh- 
ters Iiimseif, or at least train them in proper 
discipline. .bswer: Yes, we can readily see 
what such teaching and t r a i n i n g  amount to .  Even 
when the training is done to perfection and suc- 
ceeds, the net result is l i t t l e  more than a ce r -  
t a i n  enforced outward respectability; underneath 
they are nothing but the same old blockheads, un- 
able to converse i n t e l l i g e n t l y  on any subject, or 
t o  assist o r  counsel anyone, Bea.t if children were 
instmeted and t ra ined i n  s ehoo l s ,  o~ wherever 
learned and well-trained schoolmasters were avail- 
able to teach the languages, the other arts, and 
history, they would then hear o f  the various cities, 
kingdoms, princes, men, and women. Thus, they 
muld in a short time set before themselves as i n  
a mirror the character, l i f e ,  counsels, and purpose-- 
successful and unsuccessful-- of the whole world 
from the beginning; on the basis of which they could 
then  h a w  the proper inferences and the fear of 
God take their own place in the stream o f  human 
events. In addition, they could gain from history 
t h e  knowledge and understanding sf what to seek and 
what t o  m i d  in this outward life, and be able to 
advise and direct others accordingly. (Luther's 
Works, 45, 368-369) 

Luther believed that c i v i l  government was a divine 
ordinance, an institution necessary not only for the 
general welfare but a l s o  for the  welfare of the Church, 
For that reason he insisted on the vital need for com- 
pulsory public education. 

8 maintain that the c i v i l  authorities are under 
obligation ts compel the people to send their child- 
ren to school, e s p e c i a l l y  such as are promising, 
as has elsewhere been said. For our ru lers  a r e  
certainly bound to maintain the spiritual and sec- 
ular o f f i c e s  and callings, so that there may always 
be preachers, jurists, pastors, scribes, physicians, 
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be dispensed w i t h .  I f  t h e  government can compel 
such c i t i z e n s  a s  a r e  f i t  for  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  t o  
bear  spea r  and r i f l e ,  t o  mount rampar t s ,  and pe r -  
form o t h e r  m a r t i a l  d u t i e s  i n  t ime of  war; how much 
more has i t  a  r i g h t  t o  compel t h e  people  t o  send 
the i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  s choo l ,  because i n  t h i s  c a s e  \ire 
a r e  warr ing with  t h e  d e v i l ,  whose o b j e c t  i t  i s  
s e c r e t l y  t o  exhaust  our  c i t i e s  and p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  
of  t h e i r  s t r o n g  men, t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  k e r n e l ,  and 
leave  a  s h e l l  of i gno ran t  and h e l p l e s s  people ,  
whom he  can s p o r t  and juggle  with  a t  p l e a s u r e .  
(Quoted i n  P a i n t e r ,  269-270) 

The p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  Lu the r ' s  pedagogical  p r i n -  
c i p l e s  was t h e  complete r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  c u r r i c u -  
lum a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Wittenberg.  The " In s t ruc -  
t i o n s  f o r  t h e  V i s i t o r s  of  P a r i s h  P a s t o r s  i n  E l e c t o r a l  
Saxony" (Lu the r ' s  I'i'orks, 40 ,  263-320) l i kewi se  inc lud-  
ed a comprehensive p lan  f o r  t h e  r e v i s i o n  of  t h e  c u r -  
r i c u l a  of  t h e  e lementary schools .  Many o f  t h e  pro-  
p o s a l s  were r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  Huch of  i t  is incorpora ted  
i n  contemporary educa t ion .  The e n t i r e  program r e v e a l s  
a  p e r c e p t i v e  unders tanding  o f  what we now speak of  a s  
educa t i ona l  psychology. G r i m m  (1960) h a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  Reformer's  unders tanding  o f  c h i l d r e n .  

(The Reformer) r e a l i z e d  t h a t  young persons  must b e  
a c t i v e ,  say ing  t h a t  a  boy "is l i k e  t h e  j u i c e  of  
f r u i t s ,  you cannot  keep i t ;  i t  must ferment".  He 
warned t h a t  young people  brought up wi th  exces s ive  
s t r i c t n e s s  and s e v e r i t y  "become much worse when 
f r e e d  from r e s t r a i n t  than  t hose  who have n o t  been 
s o  s t r i c t l y  r e a r e d .  So u t t e r l y  imposs ib le  i t  i s  t o  
improve human n a t u r e  by commandment and punishment". 
On t h e  o t h e r  hand, "\$hen a c h i i d  i s  permi t ted  t o  do 
what i t  p l e a s e s  and p a r e n t s  s a y ,  whatever our  l i t t l e  
daughte r  does  i s  good, t h a t  g i r l  c e r t a i n l y  i s  head- 
ed f o r  p r o s t i t u t i o n , "  Chi ld ren  a r e  no t  t o  be r e -  
buked and bea t en ,  "but t hey  a r e  t o  be c h a s t i z e d  ou t  
of love". Pa ren t s  who ven t  t h e i r  tempers on t h e i r  
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Teachers everywhere have reason f o r  gratitude to 
Martin Luthers  f o r  h e  elevated and gave new d i g n i t y  
go t h e  vocation of eeaching. He often spoke o f  the 
v i t a l  task they  pe~formed and called them 3fserva;ltz 
o f  Gad who can never be sufficiently rewardedu. 

For t h e  f u l l  34 years o f  h i s  professional career 
Leeher remained, f irst  and lase, an educator, Never 
a mere wheel i n  an ecclesiastical mechanism, nelIer 
pa r t  of t h e  order o f  a hierarchy, h i s  metier and pur- 
pose i n  l i f e  was the increase 05 knowledge, both s p i r -  
i t u a l  and tempcr~l, Classroam lectures, sermans, 
exege%iea% studies,  apslsgetic and polemical essays, 
letters: all served the  s m e  purpose, t h e  enlargement 
of %he human mind. For him mind and s p i r i t  were one, 
the  endo~ment o f  God the Creator who gave His Son 
Jesus Christ to save aen from %heir  sins, and who 
established a moral and saeional o r d e ~  on earth to 
bless and prosper t h e  redeemed in t h e i r  temporal 
s o j  ousn, 
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possible in the particular social and political setting 
that existed in the 16th century. 

In order to understand the Refomation itself, we 
must have before us at least a brief outline of the 
European p o l i t i c a l  structure and the political events 
that affected the refom movement initiated by Martin 
Luther. The birthplace of the Refomation was Saxony, 
a territory affiliated with some three hundred inde- 
pendent political jurisdictions within the Holy Roman 
Enpire* Greater Saxony had been divided between two 
heirs of the reigning duke in the Leipzig Partition of 
1485. The eldest son, Ernest, received the electoral 
title. He divided the territory equally and gave Al- 
bert, the younger son, his choice of the two equal 
halves. A t  first the divided lands were referred to 
as Ernestine and Albertine Saxony. Later the more com- 
mon designations were Electoral and Ducal Saxony. 

Ernest died a year after the Leipzig settlement and 
his son Frederick, later to be known as Frederick the 
Wise, succeeded to the throne. He ruled Electoral Sax- 
ony for 39 years, to his death in 1525. A man of un- 
questioned integrity and piety, he earned the appela- 
tion "the Wise" by his shrewd handling of the problems 
created by Luther's refom activity. To the religious 
issues raised by the Refomer he maintained a eonsis- 
tent attitude of neutrality. At the same time that he 
protected Martin Luther in his right to teach the Bible 
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rd ing  t o  h i s  understamx.ling of  i t ,  t h e  [ : l ec tor  s o  By t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e i r  r i v a l r y  had been comp- 

f a r  d i s s o c i a t e d  h imse l f  from t h e  c o n f l i c t  a s  t o  have l ica ted by t h e  r i s e  of the three  powerful A t l a n t i c  
persona l  con t ac t  wi th  tlic young monk, Flar t in .  Only s t a t e s ,  England, France, and Spain.  The r u l e r s  o f  
t f l e  D ie t  o f  itjo~ms d i d  they  meet ,  and then  no more t h e s e  s t a t e s  had acllieved a persona l  sove re ign ty  and 

twenty words passed between them. a p a r t  from some l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed by t h e  laws and 
t r a d i t i o n s  of feuda l i sm,  could r u l e  a s  a b s o l u t e  mon- 

Tl-tat t h e  Church thought  h i g h l y  of  t h e  u m a r r i e d  a r chs .  The i r  d is tance from Rome helped them a l s o  t o  

p i n e e ,  F r ede r i ck ,  i s  apparen t .  The Pope o f f e r ed  him r u l e  w i t h  a minimum o f  i n t e r f e r e n c e  from t h e  papacy. 

t h e  Golden Rose (a d i s t i n c t i o n  o f f e r ed  annua l ly  t o  t h e  
s e c u l a r  p r i n c e  who had rendered t h e  most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  In  1517 the  r e ign ing  Holy Roman Emperor, Maximil- 
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  Church). IIc o f f e r e d  d i s p e n s a t i o n s  far l i a n ,  was nea r  dea th ,  and a f r e n z i e d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  

Sebas t i an  and F r i t z ,  t h e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  sons of F rede r i ck ' s  was i n  p rog re s s .  The d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e  forthcoming e- 

m i s t r e s s ,  Anna Weller.  I!e o f f e r ed  him a C a r d i n a l ' s  I e c t i o n  would b e  made by t h e  seven e l e c t o r s .  I t  was 

h a t  f o r  a churchman of  h i s  cho ice ,  and even t h e  high i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  pope t h a t  a  weak man be e l e c t e d  
t r i b u t e  of  candidacy fclr t h e  o f f i c e  o f  I-foly Roman Em- who n i g h t  be  dominated by Rome. I t  was i n  t h e  - i n t e r e s t  

pe ro r .  We do n o t  know F r e d e r i c k 9 s  innermost thoughts  of t h e  e l e c t o r s ,  however, t h a t  a man be chosen who 

about Lutheran theology even though t h e  Court Chaplain  would be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  suppor t  them i n  t h e i r  own 
adminis te red  t h e  Sacrament t o  t i le dying E lec to r  i n  both 

i nd iv idua l  ques t  f o r  power. 

k inds .  I t  seems c e r t a i n  t h a t  i f  Freder ick  had p u b l i c l y  The pope ' s  c and ida t e  was Freder ick  t h e  Wise. I t  
acknowledged an accep tance  of Lu the r ' s  t each ing  i n  1517 was an appa ren t l y  c r e d i t a b l e  cl~hsice i n  view of Fred- 
and t h e  yea r s  immediately fo l lowing ,  i t  would have been e r i c k ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  as t h e  most p ious  p r i n c e  i n  Chr i s -  
d i s a s t r o u s  f o r  t h e  cause  of  r e l i g i o u s  reform. ?he  wrath tendom and t h e  added fac t  t h a t  he  was laved and r e -  
of both pope and emperor would almost c e r t a i n l y  have spec ted  by h i s  own Saxon s u b j e c t s .  In  any r e a l i s t i c  
descended on E l e c t o r a l  Saxony a t  a  t ime when, i n  i t s  a p p r a i s a l ,  however, o n l y  one man i n  Europe had su f -  
in fancy ,  t h e  Reformation was i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  defend f i c i e n t  weal th  and power i n  h i s  own r i g h t  t o  c a r r y  t h e  
i t s e l f  a g a i n s t  t h e  two most powerful f i g u r e s  i n  Europe. burdens and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  impe r i a l  o f f i c e .  

IIe was Char les ,  grandson o f  Maximil l ian,  h e i r  t o  t h e  
The Iioly Roman Empibre, a s  we have scen ,  was a loose  g r e a t  weal th  and power of  f o u r  g randparen ts .  Only 

f e d e r a t i o n  of semi-independent f euda l  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s ,  Char les  had t h e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  massive b r i b e s  t h a t  
i nc lud ing  60 independent c l i a r te red  c i t i e s ,  bu t  no t  i n -  11 t h e  e l e c t o r s ,  o t h e r  t han  F rede r i ck  expected t o  r e -  
c lud ing  England, France,  and Spain.  The r u l e r s  of  th is  e i v e  f o r  t h e i r  v o t e s .  Thus, wh i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  con- 
cumbrous body were t h e  Iloly Roman Emperors. When va- l i c t  over  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  emperor was i n  p r o g r e s s ,  
c anc i e s  i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  occu r r ed ,  u s u a l l y  caused by t h e  u t h e r  and h i s  work was s a f e  under  t h e  p r o t e c t i n g  hand 
dea th  of  t h e  incumbent, seven e l e c t o r s  met a t   rankf fort f F rede r i ck ,  t h e  pope 's  c and ida t e  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e .  
t o  choose a new emperor. The e l e c t o r a l  t i t l e  was he r -  
e d i t a r y  i n  fou r  s e c u l a r  and t h r e e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p r i n -  Efaximillian d i e d  i n  1517 and Char les  was promptly 
c i p a l i t i e s .  The fioly Roman Empire had begun e a r l y  i n  e l e c t e d  h i s  succes so r .  With h i s  own cand ida t e  d e f e a t e d ,  
t h e  9 t h  cen tu ry  a s  an uneasy a l l i a n c e  between pope t h e  pope could now make u s e  of  t h e  cons ide rab l e  power 
and emperor. In t h e  fo l lowing  c e n t u r i e s  t h e  two had 
been r i v a l s ,  t h e  Church being dominant i n  some pe r iods ,  
t h e  Empire i n  o t h e r s .  

-26-  -27-  
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i n  h i s  hands f o r  t h e  purpose of des t roying  Luther  and 
h a l t i n g  t h e  Refomation.  By t h i s  t ime,  however, t h e  
work of Luther had gone t o o  f a r  t o  be ha l t ed  by papal 
b u l l s  o r  by t h e  excommunication 0% Luther and h i s  
s p i r i t u a l  h e i r s .  

The emperor was a l s o  f r u s t r a t e d  i n  h i s  e f fo r t s  t o  
s t o p  t h e  Reformation, movement. The e l e c t i o n  of  Charles, 
a l ready king of  Spain, put  France i n  a s t a t e  of panic 
l e s t ,  under t h e  enormous power of t h e  lloly Roman Em- 
pe ro r ,  France might be absorbed i n t o  t h e  Holy Roman 
Empire and thus  lo se  i t s  ~ o l i t i c a l  independence. The 
r e s u l t  of t hese  f e a r s  was t h e  Iiapsburg-Valois Wars t h a t  
continued through t h e  l i f e  spans of both Charles  and 
Luther. In add i t ion  t o  t h i s  war with France, t h e  em- 
peror  was a l s o  confronted by Turkish power on a second 
f r o n t  i n  e a s t e r n  Europe. The aggress ive  Turks had ad- 
vanced t o  t h e  very  g a t e s  of  Vienna, t h e  Austr ian cap- 
i t o l ,  by t h e  year  1529. Since Charles  needed men and 
f i n a n c i a l  support from a l l  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  i n  h i s  j u r -  
i s d i c t i o n  i n  support  of h i s  m i l i t a r y  engagements, he 
was i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  p r e s s  h i s  h o s t i l i t y  t o  Lutheran- 
i s m  aga ins t  any of h i s  s u b j e c t  p r inces .  

Now, i f  we may go back t o  t h e  Saxon p r inces ,  we may 
conclude t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  summary. A s  we have seen,  
Frederick remained n e u t r a l  and avoided a confronta t ion  
with both Church and s t a t e .  He was succeeded a t  h i s  
dea th  i n  1525 by h i s  b ro the r  John t h e  S tead fas t .  By 
t h i s  t ime it was no longer  necessary f o r  t h e  E lec to r  
of  Saxony t o  remain n e u t r a l  and John expressed c l e a r l y  
and f o r c i b l y  h i s  support  f o r  t h e  Lutheran cause. He 
saw t h e  growth of t h e  Lutheran s p i r i t  i n  o t h e r  p r in -  
c i p a l i t i e s  and provided s t rong and uni fy ing  l eade r sh ip  
through t h e  Die ts  of Speyer i n  1526 and 1529 and t h e  
Diet  of Augsburg i n  1530. John t h e  S tead fas t  d ied  i n  
1532 and was succeeded by h i s  son, Duke John Freder ick ,  
who remained t h e  f o r c e f u l  leader  of t h e  Lutheran 
p r inces  and t h e  champion of Lutheranism u n t i l  t h e  
ca t a s t rophe  of  t h e  ~ c h m a l k a l d i c  Nars beginning i n  1547. 

Duke George, the  cous in  of  Freder ick  t h e  Wise, in -  
h e r i t e d  h i s  rtile ever Albertine Saxony when h i s  f a t h e r  
died i n  1500. Though h i s  i n i t i a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  was t o  
support !!artin Luther,  Duke George l a t e r  turned aga ins t  
t h e  Refomer and b e e m e  one s f  t h e  ablest  defenders  of 
Catholicism. He was t h e  motivat ing power behind t h e  
Leipzig Debate of 1519, an encounter t h a t  George had 
hoped would silence Flalrtin Luther fo reve r  iT. 

Duke George d ied  i n  1539 and t h e  r u l e  passed t o  h i s  
b ro the r  Henry, a staunch suppor ter  of Lutheranism. A t  
h i s  dea th ,  t h r e e  yea r s  l a t e r ,  h i s  son Mar i tz ,  i n h e r i t e d  
t h e  ducal  t i t l e .  H e  was t h e  son-in-law of  t h e  Luth- 
e ran  P h i l i p  of Hesse, and t h a t ,  t oge the r  with h i s  her -  
i t a g e  from a Lutheran f a t h e r ,  suggested t h a t  he would 
be a suppor ter  of  the  Refomation.  H i s  a s p i r a t i o n  f o r  
power, however, led  him t o  d e f e c t  from t h e  ranks  of t h e  
t h e  Lutherans i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  Emperor's promise t o  
support  Morita i n  h i s  claims t o  t h e  lands and rule of  
E lec to ra l  Saxony. Jo in ing  t h e  imper ia l  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  
Schmalkaidic Wars, he cont r ibuted  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  
d e f e a t  of t h e  Schmalkaldic p r inces  and t h e  e v i l  days 
t h a t  were ts plague Lutheranism from 1549 t o  1577, 
lie had had h i s  day of i l l - g o t t e n  g lory .  He d ied  i n  
b a t t l e  i n  1553, 

Martin Luther :  Po l i t i ca l  Theorist 

In any exac t  o r  p r e c i s e  terms Martin Luther was 
not  a p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i s t  a t  a l l .  He drew up no mas- 
t e r p l a n  o r  philosophy o f  government comparable ts 
P l a t o i  s A r i s t o t l e "  P o l i t i c s ,  Lockets Two - 
T r e a t i s e s  of Goverment ,  o r  Ilobbesf Leviathan. Luther 
was c o n t e n t w i t h  t h e  forms of government i n  ex i s t ence  
i n  h i s  own time. He recognized and valued t h e  Holy 
Roman Empire and t h e  funct ioning  r o l e  of  Saxony wi th in  
t h a t  empire. The form and content  o f  Roman law which 
over lay  t h e  changing f euda l  system of h i s  time was, 
i n  h i s  opinion,  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  se rve  t h e  needs and 
i n t e r e s t s  of humanity i n  t h e  16th  century.  
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1,uthc-s r egarded  government rand the f a m i l y  as d i v i n e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  f u n c t i o n i n g  under  God's b i l l  and b l e s s i n g ,  
Though n o t ,  h i m s e l f ,  a p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e ,  h e  w r o t e  more, 
and more s e n s i b l y ,  abou t  p o l i t i c s  t h a n  any o f  t h e  o t h e r  
r e f o r m e r s  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  was b e c a u s e ,  a s  
Gordon Rupp (1953) p u t s  i t ,  "The p r a c t i c a l  a l ) p l i c a t i o n  
of  b i b l i c a l  e x e g e s i s  t o  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  the contempor- 
a r y  world always seemed t o  Lu ther  a solemn p a r t  o f  t h e  
c a l l i n g  o f  a  t h e o l o g i c a l  p r o f e s s o r "  (p .287) .  Sopliis- 
t i c a t e d  p o l i t i c a l  t l ~ e o r i s t s  might  d e s c r i b e  L u t h e r ' s  
v iews o f  t h e  f a m i l y  and government a s  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  
o r  p a t r i a r c h a l .  Tf~e Reformer s imply  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  God 
h a s  a p p o i n t e d  heads  o f  government,  a s  \ < e l l  a s  t h e  head 
o f  a  f a m i l y ,  t o  r u l e  i n  l o v e ,  s e r v i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
t h e  household  and t h e  s t a t e .  I t  was an uncomplicated 
ideo logy .  There  was, i n  a l l  t h i s ,  no c r e a t i v e  b reak-  
through i n  p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t .  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h a t ,  L u t h e r ,  drawing h i s  knoiiledge 
and i d e a s  from Holy S c r i p t u r e ,  passed  on c o n c e p t s  and 
v a l u e s  which have been b o t h  c r i t i c a l  and c r e a t i v e  i n  
the development o f  modern p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t .  T11is 
f a c t  stemmed, f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  from L u t h e r ' s  comprehensive 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  man. Iie knew t h a t  man 
i s  conceived and born  i n  s i n  and t h a t ,  l e f t  t o  h i s  own 
i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  h e  i s  p rone  t o  s i n  and s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
danger  o f  d e g e n e r a t i o n  i n t o  a n a r c h y  and b e s t i a l i t y .  
Luther  had a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  firm and r e a l i s t i c  g r a s p  o f  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  men t o  s p a r e  him from f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  
d e l u s i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i s t s  ~vilo, from t h e  beg inn ing  
o f  time, have w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  dreamworld o f  i l l u s i o n s  
o f  a  p a r a d i s e  on e a r t h .  Iie never  w r o t e ,  o r  t h o u g h t ,  
i n  such t e rms  as t h e  Utop ia  o f  Thomas itlore o r  t h e  
u t o p i a n  Das K a p i t a l  o f  Karl  hlarx. Lu the r  r e s t e d  h i s  
hope f o r  human b e t t e r m e n t  on r e a l i s t i c  and p r a c t i c a l  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  moral  p r i n c i p l e s ,  n o t  on t h e  s e l f - d e -  
c e i v i n g  o f  a  dream o f  t h e  p e r f e c t i b i l i t y  o f  man. 

Lcther's ~ i ~ d e r s t a r ~ d i n g  0% law der ived  $ram t h e  Ten 
C~mandments-  He saw them as t h e  laws of God appiica- 
b l e  to men everywhere i n  terns of what p o l i t i c a l  theo- 
~ x s t s  have referred ts as natural l a w  or t h e  law of  
na tu re ,  These were laws t h a t  were i nhe ren t  i n  the 
very nature of man and t h e  universe. Beyond these  were 
nat ional  laws, household r e g u l a t i o n s  as it were, ap- 
propriate t o  t h e  specific needs of p a r t i c u l a r  j u r i s -  
dictions. He saw law as going much f u r t h e r  than t o  a 
peace-keeping o r  r egu la to ry  funct ion .  Goverrament had 
the same r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as paren t s ,  namely t h e  task  
of car ing  f o r  the  needs and welfare  of all t h e  people 
without d i s t i n c t i o n .  He saw these needs as they appl ied  
to  education, as wel l  as to t h e  economic p r o s p e r i t y  and 
t h e  physical  wel fare  of t h e  people. Luther says: 

A ru l e s  must give  cons idera t ion  and a t t e n t i o n  t o  
h i s  subjects,  and really devote h imsd f  t o  it, This 
he does when he d i r e c t s  h i s  every thought t o  making 
himself  useful  and beneficial to them; wlaen, instead 
o f  th inking  "The land and people belong t o  me. I 
w i l l  do what pleases mep" he r a t h e r  t h inks ,  "I be- 
long t o  the  %and and people, I shal% d s  what i s  
good md u s e f u l  fsr them. My coneern will no t  be 
how to kerd it over them and dominate them9 buL how 
t o  maintain them i n  peace and plenty." (hther9s 
Works, 45,  120) 

Realljbstic i n  h i s  a p p r a i s a l  of the nature of man, 
hther w a s  a l s o  u n i v e  msng t h e  reformers sf t h e  16th  
century  i n  refusing to mnake t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of go%rerment 
depehrn t  sn holding t h e  " f igh tH  r e l i g i m s  views. Cal- 
v i n  and t h e  s t h e r  r e f o m e r s  be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  Church 
could n o t  e x i s t ,  much less prosper ,  unless t h e  govern- 
ment avowed the  s m e  f a i t h  a s  t h e  dominant Church, 
Luther demanded that C h r i s t i a n s  be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  gov- 
erment even though the  m % e r  himself  was not  a Chris-  
t i a n ,  "Ceasw, t ?  he said,  "does not need t o  be a s a i n t . "  
The ins i s t ence  of C a l v i n i s t s  and J e s u i t s  on con t ro l  
of government r e s u l t e d  in b i t t e r  r e l i g i o u s  wars fo r  a 
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hther w a s  a l s o  u n i v e  msng t h e  reformers sf t h e  16th  
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century a f t e r  t h e  Reformation. Eone of tlac blood shed 
in those wars in any way t a i n t s  the memory of F4arti.n 
Luther. tie knew that, the world being what it is, a 
purely Christian government was not a practical possi- 
bility. tie said : 

It is out of the question that there should be a 
common Christian government over the whole ~gorld, 
or indced over a single country or any conside~ablc 
body of people, for the wicked always outnumber the 
good. Hence, a man who would venture to govern an 
entire country or the world with the Gospel would 
be like a shepherd who should put together in one 
fold wolves, lions, eagles, and sheep, and let them 
mingle freely with one another. The sheep would 
doubtless keep the peace and allow themselves to be 
fed and governed peacefully, but they would not live 
long . . . . (Luther's Works, 45, 91) 
Luther's total view of life was informed by his 

comprehensive knowledge of the content of the Bible. 
For him the Scriptures were a view of the world, a 
construct of the relations between God and man, as 
well as a blueprint for human relationships. The 
Bible provided a comprehensive view of life in micro- 
cosm. That gave Luther a consequent recognition of 
the value of law and order. Without law there could 
be no order, only lawlessness and the human misery 
that always accompanies anarchy. But, more impoa- 
tantly, without love there could be neither law nor 
order. Bornkamm (1958) gives us an admirable s m a r y  
of Luther's view of the relationship between law and 
order on one side and love on the other. 

Since the fall of man the world stands in need of 
law, order, and a restraining hand. Reason, though 
vitiated and erring, can still perform miracles in 
this decaying world. But even at its best all the 
functions of reason are only makeshift by means of 
which the world continua to exist, Reason falls 

fa r  h c ,  f ;*:6 r ; saying tl s pristine beauty and 
freed05 a, exca t ion ,  Ts  recreate a t  %east a frac- 
t i o n  ~f 8hj  i - -i-: t h e  p a w  easti: i s  t h e  great perog- 
ativz of  "YP Ydithsut force, and y e t  surpassing 
ream;1 5:; f a r  in efficacy, love g r a n t s  u s  a f a i n t  
gliakpse o f  %ha!- naturalness s f  l i f e  which we f o r -  
fe izede  i$qleisa %- rc~ve ~ e i g n s  {and t s  Luther t h i s  means 
't i zzEur. 2 "n i s t  ee;saom] there we f i n d  a restoration sf 
?- t3 r t ~ k  a'-a P-, - -;~AE,x; %here only juseice Ps practiced . , , 

1 7 1 "  

3 flp - L  4 tt3a- 16 j 5 ,,~,p - A  e x  can be stayed only  ekrsugh t h e  
sge2ey i.f - clear and r i g i d  reason, But love alone 
can weld t h e  sundered r i n g  s f  ereation toget i~er  a- 
~ a l a l .  Love is :he Gospel's great  g i f t  t o  the world,  
knd t h i s  I ~ v c  Gwes i t s  being  t o  t h e  lave of God 
which amedates x t ,  (p, 259) 

L ~ z t h ~ ? "  % ccopreBiiensive know% edge of t h e  Bible  was 
infoxme$ by his landerstanding of t h e  love o f  Ged ex- 
pressed i n  the redemptive sacrifice o f  Jesus, t h e  
Savior ,  Therefore he knew t h a t  no obedience t a  t h e  
law was poss ib le  wi thcut  love, no just ice  attainable 
; a : i t h ~ ~ e  lave,  I t  was t h e  lave o f  God t h a t  had a k t r i -  
l u t e d  t o  sinners t h e  perfect r ighteousness  o f  C h r i s t *  
The j u s t i c e  of God was sa t i s f ied  through t h e  v ica r ious  
atonement o f  Chr i s t .  sen t h e  Wefsrmes spoke a f  jus- 
tice meted out  in courts sf law, he urged a wise tem- 
pering s f  the demands a$ the  law i n  a generous show 
o f  love, lie urged t h a t  legislators make laws with a 
view toward the  loving care of the people. Luther 
s.dmarizes t h e  whole idea i n  these words: 

Me who would be a Ch~istian prince muse c e r t a i n l y  
lay aside any i n t e n t  t o  exercise lordship or  pro- 
ceed by force,  For cussed i s  every so r t  sf l i f e  
l i ved  and sought fo r  t h e  benef i t  and goad s f  self; 
cursed are a l l  works not  done i n  love, They are 
done i n  tove, however, when they  are directed whole- 
heartedly ,toward the  benefit, honar, and salvatigan 
o f  o the r s ,  and nat toward t h e  pleasure, b e n e f i t ,  
honor, comfort, and salvation af se l f ,  [LutherBs 
Works, 45, 118) 
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J u d i c i a l  d e c r e e s ,  Luther s a i d ,  sl~okadd also flow 
from love ,  f o r  

when you judge according t o  love you w i l l  e a s i l y  
dec ide  and judge m a t t e r s  without  any law books. 
But when you ignore  love  and n a t u r a l  law you w i l l  
never  h i t  upon t h e  s o l u t i o n  t h a t  p l e a s e s  God, though 
you may have devoured t h e  lawbooks and t h e  j u r i s t s .  
I n s t e a d ,  t h e  more you depend on them, t h e  f u r t h e r  
t hey  w i l l  lead you a s t r a y .  . . . A f r e e  d e c i s i o n  i s  
g iven  by love  and n a t u r a l  law, wi th  which a l l  reason  
i s  f i l l e d .  (Lu the r ' s  Works, 45,  128) 

The Reformer broke s i g n i f i c a n t  ground a l s o  when he 
r epud ia t ed  a l l  s e c u l a r  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  church i n  t h e  
o rd ina ry  processes  o f  temporal i f f a i r s .  He e l abo ra t ed  
t h i s  view i n  one o f  h i s  g r e a t  e s says  of 1520, "To t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  N o b i l i t y  of  t h e  German Nation on t h e  Improve- 
ment o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Es t a t e "  ( i n  Three T r e a t i s e s ,  1960, 
pp.9-111). Preserved Smith (2.911) ha s  c a l l e d  t h i s  book 
"a work of  world-wide importance,  a t  once prophecying 
and moulding t h e  f u t u r e  (p .79) .  The e s say  opened by 
c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h r e e  walls behind which t h e  Roman 
Church had entrenched i t s e l f .  The f i rs t  was t h e  view 
t h a t  t h e  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y  was subo rd ina t e  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  t h e  Church. The second was t h e  c la im t h a t  no one ha s  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  Bib le  except  t h e  pope. The 
t h i r d  wa l l  gave t h e  pope e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  c a l l -  
ing a counc i l  of t h e  church.  The e s say  t hen  went on t o  
a conc re t e  p roposa l  f o r  reforms t h a t  would l i m i t  t h e  
Church t o  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  f u n c t i o n s  and r e s t o r e  t o  t h e  
s t a t e  a l l  o f  i t s  c i v i l  and l e g a l  pe roga t i ve s .  Lu the r ' s  
e s say  was, l i t e r a l l y ,  t h e  d e a t h  blow t o  t h e  temporal 
p r e t e n s i o n s  of  t h e  Roman papacy. I t  was never  t o  r e -  
cover  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t  i n  a f f a i r s  o f  s t a t e ,  

Another fundamental and long range c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  
Mart in  Lu the r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  thought  l i e s  i n  h i s  v a l u a t i o n  
of  t h e  d i g n i t y  and worth o f  man a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  both 
i n  h i s  c i t i z e n s f l i p  and i n  h i s  chosen voca t ion .  The 
Reformer saw t h e  l i f e  o f  man a s  a s e r v i c e  rendered t o  

a J < A  i n  wha=tc;ver role t h e  fo r tunes  o f  l i f e  cast him, 
i-rther recognized IcrdePs a f  a u t h o r i t y  b u t  no s c a l e  
9: values i n  t h e  individual xor th  o f  men, 811 were 
conceived aad born i n  s i n ,  A l l  were cleansed i n  t h e  
same blood of Chr i s t .  A l l  have equal worth i n  t h e  
s i g h t  of God, A l l  deserbre equal c s n s i d e m t i s n  i n  t h e  
counsels s f  men, 

T h i s  is  not to say t h a t  Martin Luthesrfs view r e -  
presents m y  kind 0% i n i t i a l  s t a g e  i n  t h e  develolpment 
of modern democracy, Luthergs  g r e a t  cont r ibut ion  t o  
goverment was t h e  encouragement of  those  moral i d e a l s  
and t h a t  Chr is t ian  love which, i n  t h e i r  bas ic  q u a l i t i e s ,  
have served t h e  ob jec t ives  o f  good goverment  under a 
v a r i e t y  o f  histor ical  forms. O f  one th ing Luther was 
sure, In t h e  ordering sf human a f f a i r s  on e a r t h ,  no- 
th ing  was more important t o  t h e  welfare of t h e  Church 
and i t s  people than t h e  exis tence  and con t inu i ty  of 
good goarerment, Me could well  say t h a t ,  though he ' 

was a Churchan,  he had w i t t e n  more i n  t h e  cause of 
good government than any of t h e  o t h e r  Reformers. 

Om t h e  o the r  hand he a l s o  had a g r e a t  deal  t o  say 
about the  way i n  which pious Chr i s t i ans ,  a t  work i n  
t h e i r  voca ions ,  and loyal  i n  t h e i r  c i t i zensh ip ,  con- 
t r i b u t d  imeasurab ly  t o  t h e  welfare of t h e  s t a t e  and 
i t s  people. H e  sa id :  

If you a r e  a manual l abore r ,  you f i n d  t h a t  t h e  Bible 
has been put i n t o  your workshop, i n t o  your hand, i n t o  
your hea r t .  I t  teaches and preaches how you should 
t r e a t  your neighbor, J u s t  look a t  your t o o l s  -- a t  
your thimble, your beer  b a r r e l ,  your goods, your 
s c a l e s  o r  yards t ick  o r  measure -- and you w i l l  read 
t h i s  statement inscr ibed on them. E v e r ~ h e r e  you 
look it stares a t  you. You have a s  many preachers 
a s  you have trcansactions, goods, t o o l s ,  and o the r  
equipment i n  your house and home. A l l  t h i s  i n  con- 
t i n u a l l y  cqying o u t  t o  you: "Friend, use me i n  your 
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a conc re t e  p roposa l  f o r  reforms t h a t  would l i m i t  t h e  
Church t o  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  f u n c t i o n s  and r e s t o r e  t o  t h e  
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p r e t e n s i o n s  of  t h e  Roman papacy. I t  was never  t o  r e -  
cover  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t  i n  a f f a i r s  o f  s t a t e ,  

Another fundamental and long range c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  
Mart in  Lu the r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  thought  l i e s  i n  h i s  v a l u a t i o n  
of  t h e  d i g n i t y  and worth o f  man a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  both 
i n  h i s  c i t i z e n s f l i p  and i n  h i s  chosen voca t ion .  The 
Reformer saw t h e  l i f e  o f  man a s  a s e r v i c e  rendered t o  

a J < A  i n  wha=tc;ver role t h e  fo r tunes  o f  l i f e  cast him, 
i-rther recognized IcrdePs a f  a u t h o r i t y  b u t  no s c a l e  
9: values i n  t h e  individual xor th  o f  men, 811 were 
conceived aad born i n  s i n ,  A l l  were cleansed i n  t h e  
same blood of Chr i s t .  A l l  have equal worth i n  t h e  
s i g h t  of God, A l l  deserbre equal c s n s i d e m t i s n  i n  t h e  
counsels s f  men, 

T h i s  is  not to say t h a t  Martin Luthesrfs view r e -  
presents m y  kind 0% i n i t i a l  s t a g e  i n  t h e  develolpment 
of modern democracy, Luthergs  g r e a t  cont r ibut ion  t o  
goverment was t h e  encouragement of  those  moral i d e a l s  
and t h a t  Chr is t ian  love which, i n  t h e i r  bas ic  q u a l i t i e s ,  
have served t h e  ob jec t ives  o f  good goverment  under a 
v a r i e t y  o f  histor ical  forms. O f  one th ing Luther was 
sure, In t h e  ordering sf human a f f a i r s  on e a r t h ,  no- 
th ing  was more important t o  t h e  welfare of t h e  Church 
and i t s  people than t h e  exis tence  and con t inu i ty  of 
good goarerment, Me could well  say t h a t ,  though he ' 

was a Churchan,  he had w i t t e n  more i n  t h e  cause of 
good government than any of t h e  o t h e r  Reformers. 

Om t h e  o the r  hand he a l s o  had a g r e a t  deal  t o  say 
about the  way i n  which pious Chr i s t i ans ,  a t  work i n  
t h e i r  voca ions ,  and loyal  i n  t h e i r  c i t i zensh ip ,  con- 
t r i b u t d  imeasurab ly  t o  t h e  welfare of t h e  s t a t e  and 
i t s  people. H e  sa id :  

If you a r e  a manual l abore r ,  you f i n d  t h a t  t h e  Bible 
has been put i n t o  your workshop, i n t o  your hand, i n t o  
your hea r t .  I t  teaches and preaches how you should 
t r e a t  your neighbor, J u s t  look a t  your t o o l s  -- a t  
your thimble, your beer  b a r r e l ,  your goods, your 
s c a l e s  o r  yards t ick  o r  measure -- and you w i l l  read 
t h i s  statement inscr ibed on them. E v e r ~ h e r e  you 
look it stares a t  you. You have a s  many preachers 
a s  you have trcansactions, goods, t o o l s ,  and o the r  
equipment i n  your house and home. A l l  t h i s  i n  con- 
t i n u a l l y  cqying o u t  t o  you: "Friend, use me i n  your 



r e l a t i o n s  with  your neighbor  j u s t  a s  you would want 
your neighbor  t o  u se  h i s  p rope r ty  i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  
with  you." (Lu the r ' s  ivorks, 2 1 ,  237) 

Lu the r ' s  gene ra t i on  had problems o f  war and peace 
t h a t  were f u l l y  a s  t r auma t i c  a s  t hose  which we ex- 
pe r i ence  today. The p a r a l l e l s  between h i s  c en tu ry  and 
ou r  a r e  remarkable.  Af t e r  t h e  r i s e  of  Mohammedanism i n  
t h e  7 t h  cen tu ry ,  Moslem power had exterminated C h r i s t i -  
a n i t y  i n  i t s  e a r l y  s t ronghold  i n  North A f r i c a  and had 
taken  possess ion  of  a l l  o f  Spain i n  c o n t i n e n t a l  Europe. 
In  1453 a new wave of  Moslem expansion brought wi th  i t  
t h e  Turkish s e i z u r e  of  Cons tan t inople  and t h e  u t t e r  
c o l l a p s e  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Byzantine Empire. Luther and 
h i s  gene ra t i on  had reason  t o  f e a r  t h e  cont inu ing  t h r u s t  
of  t h e  Turks i n t o  Europe, j u s t  a s  we, who have witnessed 
a su rge  of  Communist power i n  t h e  20th cen tu ry ,  f e a r  
i t s  f u r t h e r  expansion i n t o  what we c a l l  t h e  f r e e  world,  
Another p a r a l l e l  between t h e  16 th  and t h e  20th c e n t u r i e s  
may be seen i n  t h e  Peasan t s f  Revolt  o f  t h e  Reformation 
per iod  and p r o t e s t  movements i n  t h e  l a s t  decade o f  our  
t ime . 

For Luther ,  war was s imply t h e  ex t ens ion  of  t h e  
peace-keeping r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  s t a t e .  He d i d  n o t  
recognize  t h e  Medieval d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  a so - ca l l ed  " j u s t  
waru. A modern s c h o l a r  has  seen  Lu the r ' s  break wi th  
t h e  concept  i n  t h e s e  words: 

A j u s t  war does  no t  g i v e  a n a t i o n a l  power t h e  r i g h t  
t o  make war a g a i n s t  him who i n f l i c t e d  t h e  wrong. 
Luther knows on ly  one occas ion  which j u s t i f i e s  go- 
ing  t o  war: t h e  enemy must have en t e r ed  our  land 
wi th  h i s  t r oops  -- he must,  t h e r e f o r e ,  have c l e a r l y  
ac t ed  a s  an aggressor  b e f o r e  we may advance a g a i n s t  
him i n  a wa r l i ke  manner. Luther a l lows  no except ion  
t o  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  . . . A s  f a r  a s  I  know, he was t h e  
f i r s t  t o  advocate  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  which f i r s t  became 
a f i x e d  component o f  n a t i o n a l  law through t h e  Char te r  
of  t h e  United Nat ions ,  namely, on ly  s e l f - d e f e n s e  

a g a i n s t  sr; :~ttualfy effected attack i s  a legitimate 
use of fr,rce i n  t h e  Eom 0% war, (Brunne~,  1961, 
p.41)  

B-uther ~ - , . z a I l e d  t h a t  one sf t h e  charges c i t e d  i n  
the  papal b u l l  of excomunication had accused him of 
opposing a Turk i sh  war. The Reformer admitted t h a t  
he had preljiausly objected to t h e  war because it had 
ehe character a f  a holy war agains t  the  Moslem reli- 
gion. He s a i d :  "I do not advise t h a t  men go t o  war 
w i t h  t h e  Turk o r  pope because of t h e i r  f a l s e  be l i e f "  
(The Works a E  Martin Luther, 5 ,  8 1 ) .  But t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n  was d i f f e r en t  now i n  1529 because t h e  armies of 
the  Turks were invading Austrian t e r r i t o r i e s - ,  and 
Luther was prepared t o  urge men t o  f i g h t  agains t  
aggression under t h e  banner of t h e  emperor. We note 
t h a t  Luther d id  not  t e l l  h i s  Saxon pr ince  t o  s t a y  out 
of the  war an  t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  Austrians ought t o  
f i g h t  t h e i r  own b a t t l e s .  Luther f e l t  t h a t  t h e  irnper- 
i a l  s t a t e s  of Germany were bound t o  defend Austr ia  
agains t  aggression t h a t  threatened a l l  of Europe. In- 
deed, s s  ser ious  was t h e  t h r e a t  t h a t  Luther considered 
t h e  successful r e s i s t a n c e  of t h e  imperial t roops a t  
t h e  siege of Vienna i n  1529 t o  have been a miracle 
sf God. 

Lugher j u s t i f i e d  t h e  Turkish War, saying t h a t  "War 
i s  only a l i t t l e  b r i e f  lack of peace t h a t  prevents an 
ever las t ing  and immeasurable lack of peace, a small 
misfortune t h a t  prevents a g rea te r  misfortuneu (The 
Works o f  Martin Luther, 5 ,  36 ) .  He compared it t o  
the  misfortune of los ing a limb a t  t h e  hands of a su r -  
geon; but b e t t e r  t h a t  then the  gangrenous limb des t roy 
the  whole body. He adds: "When men w r i t e  about war, 
then, and say t h a t  it is  a g rea t  plague, t h a t  i s  a l l  
t r u e ;  but they should a l s o  see  how g r e a t  the  plague 
it prevents . . . . Therefore God honors t h e  sword so 
highly t h a t  He c a l l s  it H i s  own ordinance" (The Works 
of Mart in  Luther 5, 3 6 ) .  
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But even more d i s t r e s s i n g  f o r  Germany than t h e  
f o r e i g n  wars a g a i n s t  t h e  French and t h e  T u r k s  were 
t h e  r e c u r r i n g  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  and r e b e l l i o n s  of  the time. 
The views of  Mart in  Luther on t h e s e  f r equen t  expres-  
s i o n s  of v i o l e n c e  and anarchy were always dependent 
on h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward government and h i s  pa s s ion  f o r  
upholding and main ta in ing  p u b l i c  o r d e r ,  

The f i r s t  c ~ c a s i o n  f o r  him t o  t a l k  about v i o l e n c e  
and t h e  breakdown of  p u b l i c  o rde r  came a s  a  r e s u l t  
o f  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  i n  Wittenberg i n  1521. IIis e s say  
"A S ince re  Admonition by Mart in  Luther t o  A l l  Chr is -  
t i a n s  t o  Guard Against  I n s u r r e c t i o n  and Rebell  ion" 
(1522; i n  Lu the r ' s  Works, 45, 51-74) made t h e  p o i n t  
t h a t  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  a r e  f u t i l e .  We gave f o u r  r e a s o n s ,  
each of  them a s  cogent  today a s  t hey  were i n  t h e  16 th  
cen tury .  F i r s t ,  t h r e a t s  of  v io l ence  a r e  u s e l e s s  be- 
cause they  do n o t  r e s u l t  i n  a  d i s p a s s i o n a t e  e f f o r t  t o  
r e s o l v e  problems. Second, i n s u r r e c t i o n  l a cks  d i s c e r n -  
ment; it  i s  b l i n d  and harms t h e  innocent  more than  t h e  
g u i l t y  and does  more harm than  good, Th i rd ,  God has  
forb idden  i n s u r r e c t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e  it makes m a t t e r s  worse 
because God is  no t  on t h e  s i d e  of  r e b e l l i o n ,  Four th ,  
o t h e r  means a r e  more e f f e c t i v e  i n  secur ing  t h e  d e s i r e d  
r e s u l t s .  Luther reminded h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  he had 
spoken a g a i n s t  monasticism wi thau t  throwing a s tone ,  
de s t roy ing  p r o p e r t y ,  o r  burning a c l o i s t e r ,  Yet be- 
cause of  h i s  words, r a t i o n a l l y  spoken, t h e  monas te r ies  
were empty i n  many p l ace s .  "The ldord d i d  i t  a l l , "  he  
s a i d .  "Iiad I wished 1 could have s t a r t e d  a  con f l ag ra -  
t i o n  a t  Worms. But whi le  I s a t  s t i l l  and drank beer  
with  P h i l i p  (?.lelanchthon) and Ansdorf,  God d e a l t  t h e  
papacy a  mighty blow." 

A second n e c e s s i t y  f o r  speaking ou t  about i n s u r -  
r e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  law and o rde r  came wi th  t h e  d i s t u r -  
bances c r e a t e d  by Thomas Muenzer and o t h e r s  o f  a  r ad -  
i c a l  l e f t -w ing  movement i n  t h e  Reformation p e r i o d ,  
Luther spoke of them i n  "A L e t t e r  t o  t h e  P r inces  o f  
Saxony Concerning t h e  1:ebellious S p i r i t "  ( i n  Lu the r ' s  
hiorks , 4 0 ,  41-60) . 

C 
I 'I'hough I r e a l i z e  f u l l  wel l  t h a t  your P r ince ly  

Graces w i l l  know how t o  d e a l  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r  b e t t e r  
t h a n  I can adv i se ,  y e t  1 m i n  d u t y  bound t o  do 
my p a r t  and r e s p e c t f u l l y  to p ray  and exhor t  you 
t o  look i n t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  c a r e f u l l y .  Your o b l i g a -  
t i o n  and d u t y  t o  ma in t a in  o r d e r  r e q u i r e s  you t o  
guard a g a i n s t  such misch ie f  and t o  p revent  r e b e l -  
l i o n .  Your Graces know f u l l  we l l  t h a t  your power 
and e a r t h l y  a u t h o r i t y  a r e  g iven  t o  you by God i n  
t h a t  you have been bidded t o  p r e se rve  t h e  peace 
and punish t h e  wrongdoer, as S t .  Paul t e aches  i n  
Romans 13:4. Therefore  your Graces should n o t  
s l e e p  nor be  i d l e .  For God w i l l  want and r e q u i r e  
an answer i f  t h e  power o f  t h e  sword is  c a r e l e s s l y  
used o r  regarded.  Nor would your Graces be a b l e  
t o  g i v e  account  20 t h e  people  o f  t h e  world i f  you 
t o l e r a t e d  and endured r e b e l l i o n .  ( L u t h e r 3  Works 
40, 51-52) 

Luther then  desc r ibed  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  means he  had used 
a t  Leipzig i n  1519 and a t  Worms i n  1521. He urged 
t h e  p r i n c e s  t o  l e t  t h e  r a d i c a l s  preach t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s f  
con t en t ,  bu t  added: "\'?hen t hey  want t o  do more than  
f i g h t  with  t h e  word, and begin t o  d e s t r o y  and u s e  
f o r c e ,  t hen  your Graces must i n t e rvenev '  ( L u t h e r ' s  
\Vorks, 40,  57) .  

The t h i r d  i n s t a n c e  of  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  Gcrman s t a t e s  
was t h e  Peasan ts '  War, a  t r a g i c  c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  Refor- 
mat ion ~f t h e  16 th  cen tu ry .  The occas ion  f o r  t h i s  eon- 
f l i c t  was a changing economic s i t u a t i o n  accompanying 
t h e  decay of  feudal ism and t h e  development o f  modern 
commerce. These changes had l e f t  t h e  peasan t s  i n  a  
bad way. Luther  was sympa the t i c  t o  t h k i r  p l i g h t  a s  
t hey  had desc r ibed  i t  i n  t h e i r  c e l e b r a t e d  Twelve A r -  
t i c l e s  ( i n  The Works of  Mart in  Luther ,  4 ,  2 1 0 - 2 1 6 r  
Lu the r ' s  response t o  t h e  a r t i c l e s  was "An Admonition 
To Peace: A Reply t o  t h e  Twelve A r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  

r Peasan ts  o f  Swabia" ( i n  The Works of  f l a r t i n  Luther ,  4 ,  
U 219-244), Luther commented: 
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The t h i n g  abcu t  them that pleases ine the :-$ 
t h a t ,  ' n  the  12th Article ,  they  of fe r  t o  .;.ccel:t 
i n s t r u c t i o n  g l a d l y  and w i l l i n g l y ,  i f  t h e x  he  
need or necessity f o r  it, and are w i l l i n g  t o  be 
co r rec t ed ,  i n  so far  a s  t h a t  can be done by cjear ,  
p l a i n ,  understandable passages of Scr ip ture ,  since 
it is  r i g h t  and proper t h a t  no one's  conscience 
should be i n s t r u c t e d  o r  co r rec t ed ,  except by Scrip- 
t u r e .  (The Works o f  Martin Luther,  4 ,  219) 

The Twelve A r t i c l e s  were no t  i n  themselves threzterl-  
ing  o r  revolu t ionary ,  but  t h r e a t s  o f  r e b e l l i o n  were 
i n  t h e  a i r  and Luther was s e r i o u s l y  concened .  H i s  
response t o  t h e  a r t i c l e s  began by c a s t i g a t i n g  t h e  pr 
and l o r d s  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the e v i l s  whic 
were now s t i m l a t i n g  r e b e l l i o n .  He s a i d :  

We have no one on e a r t h  t o  thank f o r  t h i s  mis- 
chievous r e b e l l i o n ,  except you p r inces  and lords ;  
and e s p e c i a l l y  you b l ind  bishops and mad p r i e s t s  
and monks . . . . In your temporal government you 
do nothing bu t  f l a y  and rob  your s u b j e c t s ,  i n  order  
t h a t  you may lead  a l i f e  o f  splendor and p r ide ,  un- 
til t h e  poor common f o l k  can bear  it no longer .  
The sword is  at your t h r o a t s ,  bu t  you t h i n k  your- 
s e l v e s  so  f i r m l y  i n  t h e  saddle  t h a t  no one can 
unhorse you. This  f a l s e  security and stubborn 
p e r v e r s i t y  w i l l  break your necks, a s  you w i l l  d i s -  
cover. (The Works o f  Martin Luther,  4 ,  230) 

Then he turned t o  t h e  peasants  and urged them t o  
t a k e  up t h e i r  cause with a good conscience and with 
j u s t i c e .  But, he added, "The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r u l e r s  
a r e  wicked and un jus t  does n o t  excuse tumult and 
r e b e l l i o n  . . . " (The Works of Martin Luther 4 ,  230).  
Then Luther spoke t o  both p a r t i e s  and urged t h a t  
ques t ions  a t  i s s u e  b e  s e t t l e d  with j u s t i c e  and no t  
with f o r c e  o r  s t r i f e .  Charging t h e  lo rds  f irst  he 1 
s a i d :  "You l o r d s  have both S c r i p t u r e  and h i s t o r y  r 
aga ins t  you, f o r  both t e l l  how t y r a n t s  were punished." ? 

pain t ing  t o  the peasants  h e  s a id  t h a t  turbulence has 
never had a good end, and God has  always s t r i c t l y  
he ld  t o  t h e  words, "He t h a t  t akes  t h e  sword s h a l l  
pe r i sh  by t h e  sword ." 

The even tua l i ty  was t h a t  t h e  peasants ,  encouraged 
by Luther9§ sharp  words a g a i n s t  t h e  lo rds  and embold- 
ened by h i s  s m p a t h e t i c  counsel to them, ignored h i s  
warnings and turned ts vio lence  and bloodshed. The 
r e s u l t  was t h e  b i t L e r e s t  polemic essays of  Luther ' s  
ca ree r ,  "Against t h e  Robbing and Murdering Hordes 
of Peasants", (1525; i n  The Works of Martin Luther,  
4 ,  248-254) and "An Open Le t t e r  Concerning t h e  Hard 
Book Against t h e  Peasantsg ' ,  (1525; i n  The IJorks of 
Martin Luther,  4 ,  257-281) both v i o l e n t  and angry 
d i a t r i b e s ,  w i t t e n  by a Martin Luther who feared  t h a t  
the anarchy o f  t h e  peasants  would overthrow a l l  law 
and order  i n  Germany. 

A hundred thousand peasants  d ied  i n  t h e  bloodbath 
of t h e  r e b e l l i o n .  Luther was accused of  l e t t i n g  t h e  
peasants  down and c a t e r i n g  t o  h i s  om? i n t e r e s t s  by 
support ing t h e  n o b i l i t y  a f t e r  t h e  in su r rec t ion  began. 
But t h e  Reformer had been c o n s i s t e n t ,  He had seen 
f a u l t s  on both s i d e s  and had urged them t o  come t o  
a j u s t  agreement. When t h e  peasants  r e b e l l e d ,  he had 
no choice but  t o  support  t h e  r u l e  of Paw and t o  demand 
t h a t  t h e  p r inces  put  down t h e  r e b e l l i o n  by t h e  sword 
of t h e i r  d i v i n e l y  appointed a u t h o r i t y .  He pleaded, 
however, f o r  mercy f o r  a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  who would 
sheathe t h e i r  swords. 

Those who can read  Luther ' s  essays  d i spass iona te ly  
a f t e r  t h i s  long passage of  time w i l l  no t e  t h a t  t h e  
Reformer rebuked those  who gave occasion f o r  r e b e l l i o n  
no l e s s  severe ly  than t h e  r e b e l s  themselves. Luther 
had given no comfort t o  tyranny. Indeed he warned t h a t  
God may permit t h e  oppressed t o  r i s e  up i n  b l ind  anger 
t o  des t roy  t h e i r  oppressors .  Luther was a pragmatic 
and r e a l i s t i c  counselor.  Iie had S c r i p t u r e  and h i s t o r y  
t o  v e r i f y  t h e  wisdom of h i s  judgement. 
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Mart in Luther : Saxon C i t i z e n  

Martin Luther was almost as proud of  h i s  c i r izen-  
s h i p  i n  Saxony a s  t h e  Apostle Paul had been o f  h i s  
Roman c i t i z e n s h i p .  E lec to ra l  Saxony had g iven  i t s  
people t h e  r e a l i z e d  i d e a l  o f  Luther 's  p o l i t i c a l  thought :  
wise and j u s t  p r inces  who were s i n c e r e  C h r i s i a n s  and 
ru l ed  under t h e  moral p r i n c i p l e s  of C h r i s t i a n i t y .  A s  
a C h r i s t i a n  sub jec t  Luther regarded it  a s  h i s  solemn 
ob l iga t ion  t o  render  competent s e r v i c e  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  
a s  p ro fes so r  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  

Most of  h i s  wr i t i ng ,  however, went beyond t h e  spe- 
c i f i c  requirements of  h i s  professorsh ip .  The Gate- 
chisms and h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  Bible,  a s  well  as 
h i s  preaching and w r i t i n g ' o n  many s u b j e c t s ,  were h i s  
con t r ibu t ion  toward f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n s  both 
a s  c i t i z e n  and churchman. He was extremely f o r t u n a t e  
i n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  s u p e r i o r s ,  t h e  t h r e e  e l e c t o r s  o f  Sax- 
ony who ru l ed  during h i s  l i f e t i m e .  He gave a l l  t h e  
honor due them, and more. But he was no less de fe r -  
e n t i a l  and r e s p e c t f u l  t o  h i s  h ighes t  temporal supe r io r ,  
t h e  Holy Roman Emperor Charles  V. Af ter  t h e  Die t  of 
Worms, and i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  emperor's condemnation of 
t h e  Reformer, Luther wrote t o  Charles  thanking him f o r  
h i s  s a f e  conduct t o  Worms. He closed h i s  l e t t e r ,  i n  . 
which he  d i d  no t  miss t h e  oppor tuni ty  of reaf f i rming 
h i s  t heo log ica l  p o s i t i o n ,  by saying:  "Christ  Himself 
prayed f o r  h i s  enemies on t h e  c r o s s ,  how much more 
should I pray f o r  you Majesty, t h e  &pi re ,  my ve ry  
dea r  r u l e r s ,  and t h e  whole German Fatherland." 

He gave t h e  r e s p e c t  due t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  head 
of  t h e  Church, t h e  pope, and a s  l a t e  as 1520 dedicated 
h i s  essay  on "Chr is t ian  Liberty" t o  Pope Leo X. Indeed 
i n  t h e  previous year  Luther had s a i d :  

The Roman Church i s  honored by God above a l l  o t h e r s ,  
by t h e  undoubted f a c t  t h a t  t h e  S a i n t s  Pe te r  and 
Paul, 46 popes, and many hundred thousands of  martyrs  

have shed t h e i r  t>lood tlrere . . . . I f ,  unfortun-  
a t e l y ,  t h e r e  are such t h i n g s  i n  Rome a s  might be  
improved, t h e r e  n e i t h e r  i s ,  nor can be  any reason 
t h a t  one should t ea r  onese l f  away from t h e  Church 
i n  scllism. Rather,  t h e  worse th ings  become, t h e  
more a man should he lp  and c l i n g  t o  h e r ,  f o r  by 
schism and contempt nothing can be mended. (Woted 
i n  Rupp, P951, pp.65-66) 

In 1522 t h e  Reformer spe l l ed  out  i n  c l e a r  terms t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of c i t i z e n s h i p  a s  well  a s  t h e  l imi t a -  
t i o n s  of t h e  secu la r  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  essay:  "Temporal 
Authori ty:  To What Extent I t  Should Be Obeyed" (Luther 's  
Works, 45,  75-130). This  work was e x p l i c i t  i n  denying 
secu la r  r u l e r s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e t  themselves i n  Cod's 
p lace  over  t h e  consciences of men and t o  spec i fy  what 
books o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  they might read .  I t  o f f e red ,  
i n  b i b l i c a l  t e r n s ,  "a sound b a s i s  f o r  t h e  c i v i l  law 
and t h e  sword so  no one w i l l  doubt t h a t  it i s  i n  t h e  
world by God's w i l l  and ordinance" ( L u t h e ~ ~ s  Works, 45, 
851, Then he  went on t o  say:  

Since a t r u e  Chr i s t i an  l i v e s  and l abor s  on e a r t h  
not  f o r  himself a lone but  f o r  h i s  neighbor, he  does 
by t h e  very na tu re  of h i s  s p i r i t  even what he him- 
s e l f  has no need o f ,  bu t  i s  use fu l  and needful t o  
h i s  neighbor, Because t h e  sword i s  most b e n e f i c i a l  
and necessary f o r  t h e  whole world i n  o rde r  t o  pre-  
s e rve  peace, punish s i n ,  and r e s t r a i n  t h e  wicked, 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  submits most w i l l i n g l y  t o  t h e  r u l e  
of t h e  sword, pays h i s  t a x e s ,  honors those i n  author-  
i t y ,  s e rves ,  he lps ,  and does a l l  he can t o  a s s i s t  
t h e  governing au thor i ty .  (Luther ' s  Works, 45, 94)  

Luther had no r e se rva t ions  a s  t o  t h e  duty of c i t -  
i zens  t o  accept  a c a l l  t o  arms when one ' s  country i s  
a t tacked by aggress ive  powers. If t h e  pr ince  i s  i n  t h e  
wrong i n  h i s  c a l l  t o  arms and asks h i s  c i t i z e n s  t o  
f i g h t  i n  a cause repugnant t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  God, c i t i z e n s  
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may refuse t o  obey on the grounds tk8c YF*, p3ri i  

obey God r ~ r h e r .  t h a n  men. i f  there :; a dm::i;, 
ever,  citizens may obey e h c i r  pr-jncc ;$r',thour s2y:f- + 

t o  t h e i r  s o u l s ,  

Throughout l l i ~ .  l i f e  Lu the r  c o r l t i n i ~ a l l y  ctrged i-,ir; - 
t i a n s  t o  be d i l i g e n t  and zealous i n  % u i f ~ l l ~ : ~ g  tht:ir 
obligations t c  t h e  s ta te .  He reminded them o l  t h e  
need fo r  lawyers, magistrates, and judges; ~f soid ier ;  
and military officers, o f  farmers, ai-tisans, and 13- 

bore r s .  The need f o r  schools and well trained C,eack:ei*; 
and educational administrators was fundamental to k i ~  

* e whole idea of t h e  welfare o f  t h e  s ta te  and jrt: czr3xe1i5. 
The s ta te  needs hangmen too,  Luther said, a~:3 no oae 
ought t o  despise t h i s  functi~n on t h e  groun,ls o f  h i s  
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  A l l  honorable and necessary *::xatFo~;s 
c o n s t i t u t e  service both t o  God and m a w ,  

$%en, i n  t h e  l a s t  weeks o f  h i s  l i f e ,  h i s  political 
superiors asked him t o  go t o  Eisleben t a  mediate a 
quarrel between t h e  Counts of blansfeld, L u t h e ~  consid- 
ered it h i s  du ty  t o  do so. He d i d  no t  respond that 
such t h i n g s  were none of t h e  concern of a churchman, a 
lecturer on t h e  Bible  at tile u n i v e r s i t y .  The Reformer 
t r a v e l e d  t o  Eis leben  i n  inclement weather and spent 
t h r e e  weeks with t h e  counts and t h e i r  l e g a l  advisors  
i n  reaching  a f r i e n d l y  agreement on t h e  ques t ions  a t  
issue.  He died on t h e  very  day t h a t  t h e  con f l i c t  was 
resolved. He had rendered s service t o  God and man, 
He would not  have considered i t  an inappropriate te r -  
wina t ion  of title l i f e  sf a man of God, 

The Reformer o f ten  spoke of p rope r ty  r i g h t s ,  a f f i n -  
ing not  o n l y  t h e  r i g h t  of c i t i zens  t o  own property,  
bu t  t h e  d u t y  of p r i n c e s  t o  protect  t h e  property of t h e i r  
s u b j e c t s .  For h i s  o m  prpperty he  had l i t t l e  concern. 
I t  may well be t h a t  t h e  monk's vow of pover ty  remained 
an unconscious f o r c e  w i th in  him. After h i s  marriage, 
when h i s  s a l a r y  had been increased  and t h e  elector had 
given him t h e  e n t i r e  Augustinian monastery a s  a r e s idence ,  

lAu"rher s d i s r e g a r d  o f  personal p rope r ty  was ref lec ted 
fit an ztlmose i r r e s p o n s i b l e  opeal-llandedness and genes- 
ssitgi', l ie refused rsyalties f o r  h i s  books and, w i t h  
ttte Evledicvah concept sf t h e  " j u s t  price" s t i l l  c l i n g i n g  
t o  him, sa id:  ?'What I have g o t  f o r  nothing I w i l l  g ive  
f o r  nothing."  Valued g i f t s  from wealthy pa t rons  were 
o f t en  given t o  t h e  porn, much t o  w i f e  Ka the r ine ' s  d i s -  
comfi ture ,  The Luther-house b e c m e  a h o s t e l  f o r  o r -  
phans, nuns, monks, s t u d e n t s ,  and many o t h e r s  who could 
not  pay t h e  r e n t  Kat ie  n n m a l l y  charged f o r  t h e  c e l f s  
p r ev ious ly  assigned t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t  monks a t  t h e  c l o i s t e r .  
fiis f r equen t  comment, "I have enough money,'' was t h e  
despa i r  of a wi fe  whose resourcefuPness  and hard work 
kept t h e  Reformer and h i s  fami ly  from s u f f e r i n g  t h e  
chaos and i n s e c u r i t y  of  improvidence. 

Before h i s  own marr iage on June 13, 1525, Luther 
had encouraged t h e  marr iage  o f  monks and nuns and 
p r i e s t s ,  b u t  h i s  own e x c e l l e n t  p rospec t s  f o r  martyrdom 
had r e s t r a i n e d  him from t h e  added t ragedy  h i s  dea th  
would c r e a t e  f o r  a su rv iv ing  widow. Besides ,  he  saw 
c e r t a i n  persona l  advantages i n  remaining s i n g l e .  lie 
s a id  : 

Oh t r u l y  a noble ,  g r e a t ,  holy e s t a t e  i s  t h e  e s t a t e  
of matrimony, provided i t  i s  r i g h t l y  observed! Oh 
what a t r u l y  mi se rab l e ,  f r i g h t f u l ,  dangerous e s t a t e  
t h e  es%ate of matrimony can be  when it i s  not  ob- 
s e w e d  i n  a l l  f a i t h f u l n e s s !  And who c a r e s  t o  med- 
i t a t e  on t h e s e  t h i n g s  would soon lose h i s  f l e s h l y  
d e s i r e s  and would a s  much g r a s p  f o r  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  
v i r g i n i t y  a s  marr iage.  (Quoted i n  Schwiebert ,  1950, 
y .581) 

Once h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  marry was made, Luthcs proceeded 
with d i s p a t c h .  IIe s a i d :  

I t  i s  ve ry  dangerous t o  pu t  o f f  your wedding, f o r  
Satan g l a d l y  i n t e r f e r e s  and makes t r o u b l e  through 
e v i l  t a l k e r s ,  s l a n d e r e r s ,  and f r i e n d s  of bo th  par -  
t i e s .  If I had not  marr ied qu i ck ly  and s e c r e t l y  
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and taken few i n t o  my confidence, everyone would 
have done what he cr~uaii Lo hinder me; for  a11 my 
b e s t  f r i ends  cried: "Not this one, but anather." 
(puoted i n  Schwiebert,  p.589) 

A l imi ted  number o f  f r i e n d s ,  inc luding  Mar t in ' s  
pa ren t s ,  were p resen t  a t  the wedding. me e l e c t o r  
s e n t  wild game f o r  t h e  wedding feas t ,  a f r i e n d  sent 
a keg of t h e  b e s t  Torgau beer .  The wedding s e r v i c e  
was held i n  t h e  t o m  church followed by a wedding 
d inne r  a t  t h e  Black C l o i s t e r  and a square dance a t  
t h e  Rathaus. Among many valued g i f t s  from f r i e n d s  
a l l  over Europe, t h e  most value$ was the  elector@s 
deed of g i f t  t o  t h e  Augustinian monastery and a sub- 
s t a n t i a l  r a i s e  i n  s a l a r y .  

I t  was a marriage t h a t  was t o  have incomparable 
va lue  i n  t h e  t o t a l  pe r spec t ive  of t h e  Lutheran Refor- 
mation. Where formerly ce l ibacy  had been enthroned 
a s  the  h ighes t  order i n  the  s p i r i t u a l  realm, marriage 
and t h e  fami ly  were now r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e i r  place of  
d i g n i t y  and honor i n  soc ie ty .  A home, f o n e r l y  t h e  
Black C l o i s t e r ,  now became t h e  mecca of  gues t s  (one 
might almost c a l l  them pi lgr ims)  of high and low degree 
who passed through i t s  doors  frm 1525 ta 1546. mat 
they saw i n  t h a t  home was t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  and t h e  ex- 
empl i f i ca t ion  of a l l  that was best in the  da i l y  l i v e s  
of a devout C h r i s t i a n  family.  

They saw a man, touched by g rea tness  i n  h i s  own r i g h t ,  
who respec ted ,  as well as loved, h i s  wife and t r e a t e d  
h e r  as an equal  i n  t h e  mutual i ty  of t h e i r  l i v e s .  In 
tmtlh, no one i n  modern times has  done more t o  e l e v a t e  
and d i g n i f y  womanhood i n  i t s  b e s t  a d  t r u e s t  sense.  
They saw a marriage i n  t h e  p l easan t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a 
sense  of  humor and t h e  sus t a in ing  atmosphere of mutual 
inter-dependence, a marriage r e l a t i o n s h i p  kept  i n  a 
harmony of purpose through an unqua l i f i ed  f a i t h  and 
t r u s t  i n  t h e  love o f  God. They saw a home i n  which 
sons and daughters  enjoyed t h e  r e s p e c t  and d i g n i t y  due 

tlle3rn as  Iturnan iatdividuals and who received a love and 
pa ren t a l  a t t e n t i o n  worthy of  t h e i r  Chr i s t i an  h e r i t a g e .  

But let .  u s  t ake  a Erartller look a t  t h e  Irome i t s e l f .  
\$l~en Luther received i t  a s  a wedding g i f t ,  t h e  e l e c t o r  
irlcluded a g i f t  of 100 Gulden f o r  "new home necess i t i e s " .  
~ o c a l  records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  two tons  of p l a s t e r  were 
used i n  renovat ing t h e  bui ld ing .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  had 
a k i t chen ,  supply rooms, and tlre monksv s leeping  quar- 
t e r s ,  l a t e r  converted i n t o  a d in ing  room accommodating 
severa l  hundred s tuden t s .  The second f l o o r  became the  
l i v ing  qua r t e r s  f o r  t h e  Luther family.  There was a 
recept ion room (12x24 f e e t ) ,  Luther 's  s tudy (24X24), 
a d in ing  room (P2X24), t h r e e  bedrooms, and t h e  famous 
tower room. In add i t ion  t h e r e  were two l e c t u r e  rooms 
on the  second f l o o r ,  one l a r g e  enough t o  accommodate 
400 s tuden t s .  A s  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  of t h e  family grew, 
space i n  a dormered t h i r d  f l o o r  was a l s o  u t i l i z e d .  

The occupants of t h i s  p r i n c e l y  mansion were Martin 
and Katherine Luther and t h e i r  s i x  ch i ld ren .  There 
was Aunt Lena, who had l e f t  t h e  convent with Katherine 
and, beyond marriageable age,  spent  t h e  r e s t  of her  
l i f e  with t h e  Luther family.  There were up t o  s i x  
t u t o r s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and a dozen orphaned n ieces  
and nephews of Luther who made t h e i r  permanent home 
with h i s  family.  There were u s u a l l y  one t o  two dozen 
t a b l e  companions of Luther,  s tuden t s  who spent  varying 
lengths of  time i n  t h e  Reformer's home. From t h e  r e -  . 
c o l l e c t i o n s  of t hese  t a b l e  companions come t h e  n o t e s ,  
of ten  inaccura t e ,  t h a t  were compiled i n  t h e  "Table 
Talksft  of Luther. The s tuden t s  occupied t h e  c e l l s  of 
t h e  former monastery. A few paid r e n t ,  most were in-  
d igent  s tuden t s  who could not  pay. Unattached monks 
and nuns, unemployed p a s t o r s ,  and a s teady flow of 
thousands of overnight  gues t s  of high and low degree 
passed a l s o  through t h e  h a l l s  of t h a t  s t a t e l y  e d i f i c e .  
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were treated as members o f  t h e  f m i l y ,  
them c o n f b r ~ e d  themselves t o  "ehe f a m i l y  

n e s e  included a d a i l y  s tudy  s f  t h e  Gate- 
ayers, and fami ly  devotions with formal Sun- 
p. hjusic and s inging  were f a v o r i t e  amuse- 
occas ional ly  Luther would chal lenge a g u e s t  

e of chess.  A bowlirlg l ane  and m p l e  play- 
n t h e  garden provided needed forms of  r e l a -  

was a happy and busy home i n  t h e  b e s t  sense.  
s t i a n  love  and a generous h o s p i t a l i t y  were always 

Twice t h e  Luther fami ly  was s t r i c k e n  by i l l n e s s  
d dea th .  V i s i t o r s  had occasion t o  see t h e  g r i e f  of 

pa ren t s  over t h e  l o s s  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  conf ident  t h a t  
they  would s u r e l y  s e e  them i n  Paradise ,  

The e f f e c t  and in f luence  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  and 
C h r i s t i a n  d a i l y  home l i f e  i n  t h e  Luther-house is  
beyond c a l c u l a t i o n .  L i t e r a l l y  thousands of people 
had occasion t o  see ,  a t  f i r s t  hand, t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  
Gospel on an honored C h r i s t i a n  family.  Luther ' s  mar- 
r i a g e  and t h e  theology o f  t h e  Reformation had destroyed 
t h e  Medieval i d e a l  o f  ce l ibacy .  The C h r i s t i a n  home, 
with a l l  i t s  v a l u e s ,  was t o  be t h e  i d e a l  o f  C h r i s t i a n  
l i f e  f o r  t h e  fol lowing c e n t u r i e s .  Martin Luther a t  
home, a s  well  as a t  t h e  l e c t e r n  o f  h i s  formal pro- 
f e s s o r s h i p ,  has  represented  t h a t  func t iona l  c i t i z e n -  
s h i p  t h a t  undergi rds  s o  e f f e c t i v e l y  a hea l thy  and 
robus t  n a t i o n a l  l i f e .  
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Mast in  Eaa ther : Pastoral Coanse2sr and Socia2 M c  %tar 

b o n g  t h e  problems faced by Mart in  Luther a s  a r e -  
o m e r  none was more vexa t ious  than t h e  Anabapt is t  
vement which swept ove r  most o f  t h e  l ands  t h a t  were 

ved i n  the  Reformation. I t  was s e r i o u s  enough 
i t  had a theology which, i n  Luther ' s  op in ion ,  

pa r t ed  from b i b l i c a l  norms. I t s  most troublesome 
pac t  was due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h a b a p t i s m  d i s c r e d i t e d  
e whole Reformation movement by a p o l i c y  of with-  

drawal from s o c i e t y  and by i t s  r epud ia t i on  of t h e  au- 
t h o r i t y  of s e c u l a r  government. The movement had been 
involved i n  t h e  t ragedy  o f  t h e  Peasan t sB  Revolt  06 t h e  
1520 ' s ,  bu t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  Anabaptism was not  cmshed 
by t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  peasan t s .  

In 1552 Luther wrote a l e t t e r  t o  Eberhard von der 
Tannen, t h e  c h i e f  m a g i s t r a t e  of Wartburg and Eisenach, 
warning him t o  be on t h e  a l e r t  f o r  t h e  r evo lu t iona ry  
a c t i v i ~  of  Anabapt i s t s ,  whom the Ref'omes r e f e r r e d  t o  
as " i n f i l t r a t i n g  and c l a n d e s t i n e  preachers" .  He s a i d  
t h a t  t hey  were men who were preaching without  a c a l l  
e i t h e r  from a C h r i s t i a n  congregat ion o r  from t h e  p o l i t -  
i c a l  a u t h o r i t y .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  were 
s e c r e t i v e  and c a r r i e d  o u t  f u r t i v e l y .  Luther s a i d :  

I have been t o l d  how t h e s e  i n f i l t r a t o r s  worm t h e i r  
way t o  h a r v e s t e r s  and preach t o  them i n  t h e  f i e l d  
dur ing  t h e i r  work, a s  wel l  a s  t o  t h e  s o l i t a r y  workers 
a t  charcoa l  k i l n s  o r  i n  t h e  woods . . . Tney want t o  
d i s lodge  t h e  p a s t o r  s e c r e t l y ,  t oge the r  with a l l  o f  
h i s  a u t h o r i t y ,  wi thout  r e v e a l i n g  t h e i r  s e c r e t  com- 
mission . . . There is  no o t h e r  s o l u t i o n  than t h a t  
both o f f i c e s ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and temporal ,  concern 
themselves d i l i g e n t l y  wi th  t h e s e  ma t t e r s .  (Lu the r ' s  
Works, 40, 384) 

I t  was i n  t h i s  contex t  t h a t  Luther a s s e r t e d  so  
vigo~ously t h e  qua l i f ica t i sn . r s  and ehe a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
f o r  h i s  own p u b l i c  c a l l i n g :  

I have o f t e n  said, and s t i l l  s a y ,  T would not  ex- 
change my d o c t o r ' s  degree  f o r  a l l  t h e  wor ld ' s  go ld .  
For I would, i n  t h e  long run ,  l o s e  courage and f a l l  
i n t o  d e s p a i r  i f ,  a s  t h e s e  i n f i l t r a t o r s ,  I had under- 
t aken  t h e s e  g r e a t  and s e r i o u s  m a t t e r s  without  c a l l  
o r  c o m i s s i o n ,  But God and t h e  whole world bea r s  
tes t imony t h a t  I  en te red  i n t o  t h i s  work p u b l i c l y  
and by v i r t u e  of  my o f f i c e  a s  t eache r  and preacher ,  
and have c a r r i e d  i t  on h i t h e r t o  by t h e  grace  and 
he lp  of God. (Luther ' s  Works, 40, 387) 

Luther be l ieved  t h a t  h i s  educa t ion  and h i s  c a l l i n g  
q u a l i f i e d  him f o r  t h e  grave  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  which 
he had been assigned and t h a t  t hey  au tho r i zed  him t o  
speak on any s u b j e c t  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  we l f a r e  of t h e  
people.  Counting t h e  temporal b h s s i n g s  t h a t  God i s  
wont t o  g i v e  t o  men, he s a i d :  "But more e x c e l l e n t  than  
a l l  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  s f  t h e  mind, such as r ea son ,  
judgement, knowledge, eloquence, and prudence" (Lu the r ' s  
Works, 42 ,  145) ,  

I t  was i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  Mart in  Lu the r ' s  c a l l i n g  and 
h i s  p o s i t i o n  of  i n t e l l e c t u a l  eminence should have placed 
him on c a l l  both as p a s t o r a l  counse lor  and s o c i a l  men- 
t o r .  S ince  he viewed man i n  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of h i s  human 
experience,  he f e l t  no l e s s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  g iv ing  
counsel i n  temporal a f f a i r s  than  i n  t hose  ma t t e r s  t h a t  
r e l a t e  t o  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u l .  

Martin Luther :  P a s t o r a l  Counselor 

Among t h e  legends i n  t h e  Medieval c u l t  of s a i n t s  
s t h e  s t o r y  o f  a Franconian shepherd who, i n  1446, 

lad a v i s i o n  of  C h r i s t  surrounded by f o u r t e e n  s a i n t s .  
In  time t h e s e  s a i n t s  acqui red  names and each was iden- 
t i f i e d  a s  t h e  p r o t e c t o r  a g a i n s t  s p e c i f i c  d i s e a s e s .  
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ere: Dennis o f  Paris, lleadache and rabies;  
us called Elmo ,  colic and cramp; Rlaise, t h r o a t  
n t s ;  Barbara, l i gh ten ing ,  f i r e ,  explosion,  sudtlen 

e v i l  death;  Margaret, demonic possession and f o r  
a n t  women; Catherine of  ~ l e x a n d r i a ,  phi losophers  
udents;  George, s o l d i e r s  ; Acatius and Eustace, 
; Pantaleon t h e  phys ic ian ,  t ube rcu los i s ;  Giles, 

sy3  s t e r i l i t y ,  i n s a n i t y ;  Cyriac t h e  Deacon, de- 
monic possession;  Vi tus  t h e  Martyr, epi lepsy;  and 
Chris topher  t h e  Giant ,  t r a v e l e r s  (Luther ' s  Works, 40, 
387) ., 

The pa lace  of Frederick t h e  Wise a t  Torgau had an 
a l t a r  screen  by Lucas Cranach wi th  C h r i s t  and these  
four teen  s a i n t s  framed i n  panels  on each s i d e  of t h e  
Lord. When Frederick re turned  t o  Torgau se r ious ly  i ll  
afeer a t t end ing  t h e  e l e c t i o n  sf CharPes V a t  Prankfort  
i n  1519, h i s  cour t  chapla in ,  Georg Spa la t in ,  requested 
t h a t  Martin Luther m i t e  a s e r i e s  o f  devot ionals  ts 
comfort t h e  a i l i n g  E lec to r .  Luther responded by wr i t ing  
what he  c a l l e d  a l i t e r a r y  a l t a r  screen  i n  fou r t een  
p a r t s .  He c a l l e d  t h i s  work "Fourteen Consolations For 
Those Who Labor and Are Heavy Ladenu and sa id  t h a t  t h e s e  
consola t ions  were t o  r e p l a c e  "the fou r t een  s a i n t s  whom 
our s u p e r s t i t i o n  has  invented . Now t h i s  i s  a  s p i r -  
i t u a l  screen  and no t  made of  s i l v e r .  The book is  no t  
meant t o  adorn t h e  wa l l s  of  churches, but  t o  u p l i f t  
and s t rengthen  t h e  pious h e a r t .  I t r u s t  it w i l l  be a 
g r e a t  h e l p  t o  your Lordship i n  your p resen t  cond i t ion f f  
(Luther ' s  Works, 42 ,  123). 

The book included i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  those  'who s t r u g g l e  
for  a s t ronge r  f a i t h ,  fo r  those  who would pray  e f f e c t -  
i v e l y ,  f o r  s i n n e r s  who f a c e  temptat ions and death .  I t  
r e v e a l s  a  Refomer who could be both tender  and conf i -  
den t  i n  conveying t h e  c e r t a i n t y  of  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  
t r u e  f a i t h  and e f f e c t i v e  comfort t o  t h e  d i sconso la t e .  
The fol lowing paragraph w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
t hese  fou r t een  conso la t ions :  

7 i m s  - %  t h e  Ci l r i s t ian  ( i f  h e  hut believes it] ma;; 
1 C r *  - 

<> y i w  t h e  merits of Christ and ip a l l  h i s  b 2 . e ~ ~ -  
i:;gs as thoug3i he himself  had won them, 5:: e ~ ~ l y  
arc t h e y  h i s  ow2 t h a t  he can bo ld ly  dare t o  l o ~ k  
Esrward to t h e  judgement s f  Gad, however unbea~able 
t h a t  i s ,  Such a great th ing  i s  f a i t h ,  such b i e s -  
ings  docs i t  b r i n g  us, such glorious sons of Cod 
d ~ e s  it make us! We cannot be sons without also 
inheriting WF Father's b less ings ,  Let Christians 
thus  say i n  f u l l  confidence, dea th ,  where i s  
your v i c t o r y ?  0 death ,  where is  your s t i n g ? '  namely, 
s i n .  'The sting of deat11 i s  s i n ,  and t h e  s t s e n o h  
of s i n  i s  t h e  law. But thanks  be t o  God who gave 
us  the  v i c t o r y  through Jesus Christ, our Lord8 
(1 Cos, 15, 55-57), mat i s  t o  say, t h e  law makes 
us  sinners and s i n  makes us  guilty o f  death.  ms 
has conquered these two?  Was it our righteousness? 
Was it our l i f e ?  No, it was Jesus C h r i s t ,  rising 
from death ,  condemning s i n  and death, imparting h i s  
righteousness to us ,  bestowing h i s  merits on us ,  and 
holding h i s  hand over u s .  Now a l l  i s  well w i t h  us; 
we f u l f i l l  t h e  law and vanquislr s i n  and death. For 
a l l  of t h i s  l e t  there  be honor, praise, and thanks- 
giving t o  Grad f o r  ever and ever. h e n .  [Luther's 
bvorks, 42, 164) 

lluch o f  t h e  rest o f  Luther's literary output reveals 
the  flowing continuity o f  pastoral counsel t o  t h e  princes 
o f  t h e  German s ta tes  and t o  others in high s ta t ion.  
When t h e  princes o f  t h e  Schmalkaldic League were pre- 
a r i n g  for a general council called t o  meet in Mantua 

1537 t h e y  as&ed Lather t o  write t h e i r  d o c ~ r i n a P  test- 
ment. We f ind  him advising t h e  c i t y  of Xerbst how t o  
eal wi%h adul tery  (Luther% Works, 49, 85) and coun- 
seling the  c i t y  of Stettin on t h e  thorny i s sue  o f  tax 

emptksns f o r  t h e  c l e r g y  (49, 259,  He advises t h e  
es to r  Frederick agains t  an increase i n  tax rates ($8, 

). He counsels a pastor on liturgical usage (49, 551, 
d instructs another  how t o  deal w i t h  heretics (49, 2 3 2 ) .  
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a',i,3-; - -  t e r i ~ ~ l ~ e  a",j::terlberg h$ ;hex  \+as bc)[h 
2 & -  i& 

teae5se~ and counselor to tiamsands s f  stwdents- Bath 
studerrs and f r i e n d s  sat  at his table  listening fo 
h i s  counsel on a l l  nlanner o f  questions and issues, 
rr', i h e  published "Table Talks" are evidence o f  t h e  Re- 
for?ne-sts wide-ranging interests and ti:e nujaerous ques- 

W A ~ ,  en which he was prepared to g i v e  c ~ u n s e l  in h i s  
generous concern for  everyone's problems, 

We see h i s  apgsaving presence a t  an initiation 
ceremony f o r  new students a t  Wittenberg. Theodore 
G ,  Tappest (P95Yj describes t h e  proceedings: 

The fledglings were called 'yellow b i l l s 8  who 
needed t o  be t m e d  befare they  could became ac- 
cepted members sf t h e  academic ~~mmunity, A f t e r  
they had submitted $0 I~umil ia t ing harassments, 
horns which had previousPy been attached t a  the  
students' heads were removed, s a l t  was sprinkled 
on them i n  token of their  need t o  be preserved from 
csr~upeion, wine was poured on t h e i r  heads $0 mark 
t h e i P  entrance upon a raew aad more exalted kind of 
life, and finally t h e y  were tiabsolved ," as i t  was 
ca l led ,  Erom t h e i r  low estate, Luther was i n v i t e d  
t o  such ceffewonies and o f t e n  participated in them, 
On one o f  the  occasions when (bs ther)  addressed 
entering students (he said):  " T h i s  ceremony i s  i n -  
tended t o  wake y"3u haamble, so t h a t  you may not  be 
haughty and arrogant and given ta wickedness, 31ch  
vices are monsters with horns,  and these are not 
becoming t o  men and students, Therefore, humble 
yeusselves, Learn to be p a t i e n t ,  Ysu will be sub- 
ject  to molestations all your life, 1aen you hold 
i m p o r t a t  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  Fature, burglers, peasants, 
noblemen, and your wives will harass you i n  v a r i ~ u s  
ways, iyhen  his happens, d s  not  become impa$ient, 
B e a r  you cross and your tr~ubles with eqaanimity and 
without  mumusing,  Remember t ha t  you were i n i t i a t e d  
i n z o  trouble i n  ivittenbesg, Ssy that you first began 

t o  b c  ' 'hazedg '  i n  Bi i t tenbcrg  when you were a yoursg 
man, Now t h a t  you a r c  more d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  say t h a t  
you have more gr ievous  vexat ions  t o  bear .  So this 
your ' !dJsposJt ianf '  i s  o n l y  a symbol of human l i f e  
i n  a l l  i t s  t r o u b l e s  and c a s t i g a t i o n s . "  (p,4) 

We hea r  Lu the r ' s  admonitions toward proper  decorum 
a t  u n i v w s i t y  dances and h i s  s eve re  reproof  of a  neg- 
l i g e n t  s t uden t :  "1 s h a l l  no t  h e a r  more o f  t h i s ,  nor 
sha l l  I s u f f e r  such an example of disobedience i n  my 
house os a t  my t a b l e ,  even i f  you possessed t h e  wealth 
of a Count, Pay heed t o  what I s ay ,  f o r  1 s h a l l  not  
stand f o r  suck conduct from you o r  anybody e l s e v f  (Quoted 
in  TappcrL, p . f 4 ) .  We hear  t h e  Recosmer complaining t h a t  
f1t$e have a  l a r g e  mmber of  young men from a v a r i e t y  of  
lands and t h e  g i r l s  have become bold ,  run  a f t e r  t h e  f e l -  
lows i n  t h e i r  rooms and wherever e l s e  t hey  can,  and o f -  
fer  them t h e i r  love  g r a t i s "  ( i n  Tapper t ,  p. 1 4 ) .  Luther 
wr i tes  t o  a  worried mother: "Your son John i s  a t t ached  
by a  g r e a t  love t o  an honorable  g i r l  h e r e  . , . . I  
am unwi l l ing  t o  see h i s  hope t u r n  t o  ashes .  The g i r l  

e a se s  him very  much, he r  s t a t i o n  i n  l i f e  is  no t  un- 
ke h i s ,  and she  i s ,  bes ides ,  a  p i aus  g i r l  of  an hon- 
ab l e  fami ly  . . . I t  t h e r e f o r e  behooves you, a s  a  
ving mother,  t o  g i v e  your consent" ( i n  Tappert ,  p . 1 5 ) .  
t h e r  diagnosed t h e  i l l n e s s  of  one o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s  

t h e s e  words: "The reason f o r  your i l l n e s s  i s  love .  
tudying seldom has t h i s  e f f e c t f '  ( i n  Tappert ,  p .14) .  

another  occasion t h e  reformer r u e f u l l y  "observed t h a t  
ny o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  have r e j o i c e d  over rumors of t h e  

lague, f o r  some have developed s o r e s  from ca r ry ing  
e i r  schoolbags,  some have acqui red  c o l i c  from t h e i r  
oks ,  some have developed scabs  on t h e  f i n g e r s  with 
i ch  they  w r i t e ,  some have picked up gou t ines s  from 
e i r  papers ,  and many have found t h e i r  ink  t o  be g e t -  
ng mouldy. In a d d i t i o n ,  they  have devoured l e t t e r s  
om t h e i r  mothers and t h e s e  have made them hea r s i ck  and 
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en s tuden t s  died of t h e  plague o r  from o the r  i l l -  
o r  mishap, Luther personal ly  s e n t  l e t t e r s  of con- 
t o  t h e  pa ren t s .  Many l e t t e r s  were w r i t t e n  6 0  

d f o r  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f o r  worthy s tuden t s*  I n  s t h e r  
Luther endeared himself t o  h i s  s tuden t s  and t a  

people of Gemany. He regarded the  s imples t  f o l k  
s worthy of  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  and r e s p e c t k l  regard, He 
c e  s a i d  t o  h i s  t a b l e  companions: "When I preach 1 
nk myself deep down. I regard n e i t h e r  Doctors nor  

a g i s t r a t e s ,  o f  whom there a r e  he re  i n  t h i s  church 
above f o r t y :  But I have an eye t o  t h e  mul t i tude  o f  
young people, ch i ld ren ,  and se rvan t s ,  of  whom there  
a r e  more than two thousand" ( i n  Kepler, 1952, p.253). 
The whole s p i r i t  sf h i s  p a s t o r a l  min i s t ry  may well  
be s u m a r i z e d  in h i s  counsel t o  p a s t o r s :  

cease l e s s  and l ~ e l p f u l  concern f o r  t h e  s i c k ,  t h e  
bercavcd, t h e  perplexed, t h e  oppressed and persecuted ,  
t h e  su f fe re r s  from matrimonial problems. Everywhere 
h c  makes t h e  evangel ical  appeal t o  f a i t h ,  y e t  over 
and above it he d i sp lays  a r a r e  human sympathy, an 
inspi red  common sense,  Never, even t o  the co r re s -  
pondents he  has not  met, i s  he the  d r y  impersonal 
confessor .  During t h e  Bubonic plagues i n  l J i  t t enberg  
h e  remains a t  h i s  p a s t o r a l  s t a t i o n :  even when tile 
u n i v e r s i t y  i t s e l f  i s  evacuated he v i s i t s  t h e  s i ck  
and takes some of t11enn i n t o  h i s  house . . . B i t t e r  
experience makes him u r g e  depressed and tempted 
people t o  seek companionship, t o  go out  and con- 
verse  w i th  anybody, above a l l  t o  avoid those in -  

An upr igh t ,  godly, and tme pseacher shauld d i rec t  vent ions of t h e  Devil :  f a s t i n g  and s o l i t u d e .  (pp. 
h i s  preaching t o  t h e  poor,  simple s o r t  of people, 
l i k e  a mother t h a t  s t i l l s  he r  c h i l d ,  dandles  and 
p lays  with i t ,  present ing  i t  with milk from h e r  ~ a ~ t  i n  Luther : Social Nentor 
o~ba b r e a s t ,  and needing n e i t h e r  malmsey and museadin 
f o r  it. In such s o r t  should a l s o  preachers  carry Jesus  Chr i s t  came t o  e a r t h  both t o  e f f e c t  and pro- 
themselves, teaching and preaching p l a i n l y ,  t h a t  t h e  claim t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of s i n n e r s .  What lie sa id  and what 
simple and unlearned may conceive and comprehend, He did f u l f i l l e d  t h e  promises God made through Moscs 
and r e t a i n  what they  say.  \*en they come t o  me, t o  and t h e  Old Testament prophets .  Having accomplished 
Melanckthon, t o  D r .  Pomer (Bugenhagen), e t c ,  l e t  them His e t e r n a l  purpose, lie a l s o  addressed lihmself t o  be- 
show t h e i r  cunning, how learned they be; they  s h a l l  evers t o  i n s t r u c t  them i n  Chr i s t i an  l i v i n g .  The 
be wel l  put  t o  t h e i r  trumps. But t o  s p r i n k l e  ou t  rmon on t h e  Mount i s  an expression,  i n  depth,  i n  
Hebrew, Greek, and Lat in  i n  t h e i r  publ ic  sermons, hich Je sus  t e l l s  b e l i e v e r s  what He expects  of them 
savors  merely o f  show, according with n e i t h e r  t ime response t o  t h e  antecedent  love of God. llis simp- 
nor p l ace .  ( i n  Keples, p .  254) s t  and most i n c l u s i v e  s tatement  with r e fe rence  t o  
One of t h e  most pe rcep t ive  o f  t h e  contemporary b i -  e human r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  r e s u l t  from a love f o r  

ogsaphers of Euther ,  A S .  Kickens (1967), w r i t e s :  i s :  "Thou s h a l t  love t h y  neighbor a s  ?hyse l fV  
t t .  19,  19) .  The parable  of t h e  l a s t  judgement 

To understand t h e  f i n e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of Luther,  ves u s  Chr is t"  o m  commentary on the  p r e c i s e  mean- 
t h e  man and t h e  p a s t o r ,  we should no doubt t u r n  of t h e  words which IIe c a l l e d  t h e  second g r e a t  
a s i d e  from t h e  s p e c t a c l e  o f  t h e  earthshaking r e -  
former t o  read  t h e  3,000 and more ex tan t  l e t t e r s  
and t h e  many o t h e r  evidences o f  h i s  a c t i v i t y  a s  a The sheep, t h e  h e i r s  o f  heaven, a r e  arrayed a t  fiis 
personal  counselor .  They show beyond a doubt h i s  h t  hand; t h e  goa t s ,  t h e  h e i r s  of h e l l ,  aye a t  His 

t hand (Matt. 25, 31-46). He says  t o  t h e  h e i r s  of 
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en: ffCome, ye blessed of My Father ,  i n h e r i t  t h e  
dm prepared f o r  you from t h e  foundat ion of t h e  

1 d e i f  Jesus '  Proclamation of t h e  Gospel had r e c a l l e d  
a t  t h e  prepara t ion  f o r  s a l v a t i o n  had begun with t h e  

promise a t  Eden and had been f u l f i l l e d  a t  Calvary. The 
hos t  a t  H i s  r i g h t  hand on judgement day were t h e r e  be- 
cause t h e  Holy Ghost had led them t o  accept  t h e  promise 
and t h e  c leans ing  of t h e  Son of  God. That they  had 
accepted Chr i s t  i n  a t r u e  f a i t h  had been demonstrated 
by t h e i r  a c t s  of love. They had fed t h e  hungry, given 
d r ink  t o  t h e  t h i r s t y ,  taken i n  s t r a n g e r s ,  c lo thed  t h e  
naked, and v i s i t e d  t h e  s i c k  and those  i n  p r i son .  

To those  on H i s  l e f t  hand He says:  "Depart from 
me, ye cursed,  i n t o  e v e r l a s t i n g  f i r e ,  prepared for  
t h e  d e v i l  and h i s  angels." That they  had not  accepted 
C h r i s t  a s  t h e i r  Savior  was evident  from t h e i r  f a i l u r e  
t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  love of  C h r i s t  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  to-  
ward t h e i r  neighbors.  Their  conduct i n  l i f e  was proof 
t h a t  they  had r e j e c t e d  C h r i s t  and had not  become t r u e  
be l i eve r s .  They had f a i l e d  t o  e x h i b i t  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  
f a i t h  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  because a t r u e  f a i t h  had no t  been 
i n  them a t  a l l .  They had no t  fed t h e  hungry o r  given 
dr ink  t o  t h e  t h i r s t y ,  they  had not  taken i n  s t r a n g e r s  
o r  c lo thed  t h e  naked, n e i t h e r  had they v i s i t e d  t h e  
s i c k  o r  those  i n  pr i son .  

The Apost les  understood t h e  meaning of  t h e  Sermon 
on t h e  Mount and knew how t r u e  Chr i s t i ans  responded 
t o  t h e  love of God. S t .  Paul ' s  eloquent words t o  
T i t u s  (3, 5-7) a r e  o f t e n  quoted: "Not by works of 
r ighteousness  which we have done, but  according t o  
h i s  mercy he  saved u s ,  by t h e  washing o f  regenera t ion  
and renewing of t h e  Holy Ghost; which he  shed on u s  
abundantly through Jesus  C h r i s t  our  Savior:  t h a t  
being j u s t i f i e d  by t l i s  grace ,  we should be made h e i r s  
according t o  t h e  hope of e t e r n a l  l i f e . "  The p i t y  i s  
t h a t  t h e  fol lowing v e r s e ,  which speaks of  t h e  f r u i t s  
of  f a i t h ,  i s  l e s s  f r equen t ly  a l luded  t o .  The Apostle 

#- -1 ,,,vs: "''T%is XS a faithful say ing  and these t h i n g s  I 
%ill  t h a t  %i~cu affirm c~xs"Lntly, t % m t  elley v ~ l ~ i c l r  have 
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I l ~ e  Apostle Peter s i m i l a r l y  refers t o  t h e  "know- 
ledge of God, and of Jesus our Lard. According as h i s  
d i v i n e  power h a t h  given unto  u s  a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  per- 
t a i n  un to  l i f e  and godl iness ,  through t h e  knowledge 
of him t h a t  lzath called u s  ts g l o r y  and v i r t u e  whereby 
are given unto us exceeding g r e a t  and precious promises: 
t h a t  by these ye m i g h t  be pa r t ake r s  of t h e  d i v i n e  na- 
t u r e  having escaped t h e  cor rupt ion  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  
world through lus t"  ( 2  Peter 1 ,  3-4) .  The Apos%ae 
then calas a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  good works t h a t  ought t o  
follow l e s t  f a i t h  i t s e l f  become "barren" and "unfru i t -  
fuX i n  t h e  knowledge of J e sus  Chr is t"  ( 2  Peter 1, 8) 
and "blind" i n  i t s  f o r g e t f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  love of C h r i s t  
t h a t  has purged them of t h e i r  s i n s 9 '  (2  Pe ter  1, 9 ) .  

The Keformcr, Flal-tin Luther ,  read and undosstood 'the 
words of  Clir is t  and t h e  Apost les .  Though he may be re- 
membered most v i v i d l y  f o r  h i s  redisesvery of t h e  Gospel 
of Jesus  C h r i s t  and h i s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  a theology of  
s a lva t ion  by good works, i t  is our g r e a t  l a s s  i f  we 
f a i l  t o  recognize Luther's c a r e f u l  expos i t ion  of t h e  
na ture  and t h e  source of v a l i d  and Cod-pleasing gsod 
works. We s h a l l  f a i l  i n  our worthiness of a Lutheran 
he r i t age  i f  we do not  grasp f u l l y  t h e  sense and t h e  
substance of t h e  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of Martin Luther. 
A modern scho la r  has observed t h e  r o o t  and foundation 
of Luther 's  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  these  words: "Lu- 

t h e r ' s  e t h i c  i s  d e t e m i n e d  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ,  i n  i t s  
s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  and a l l  i t s  main f e a t u r e s ,  by the  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s inner  through t h e  grace  t h a t  i s  
shown i n  Jesus C h r i s t  and received i n  f a i t h  a lone ,  
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  determines C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  
because, f o r  t h e  Chr i s t i an  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  both t h e  
presupposi t ion and t h e  source of the  e t h i c a l  l i fe"  
(Althaus, 1972,  p . 3 ) .  Luther himself s a i d :  Having 



en: ffCome, ye blessed of My Father ,  i n h e r i t  t h e  
dm prepared f o r  you from t h e  foundat ion of t h e  
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T i t u s  (3, 5-7) a r e  o f t e n  quoted: "Not by works of 
r ighteousness  which we have done, but  according t o  
h i s  mercy he  saved u s ,  by t h e  washing o f  regenera t ion  
and renewing of t h e  Holy Ghost; which he  shed on u s  
abundantly through Jesus  C h r i s t  our  Savior:  t h a t  
being j u s t i f i e d  by t l i s  grace ,  we should be made h e i r s  
according t o  t h e  hope of e t e r n a l  l i f e . "  The p i t y  i s  
t h a t  t h e  fol lowing v e r s e ,  which speaks of  t h e  f r u i t s  
of  f a i t h ,  i s  l e s s  f r equen t ly  a l luded  t o .  The Apostle 
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I l ~ e  Apostle Peter s i m i l a r l y  refers t o  t h e  "know- 
ledge of God, and of Jesus our Lard. According as h i s  
d i v i n e  power h a t h  given unto  u s  a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  per- 
t a i n  un to  l i f e  and godl iness ,  through t h e  knowledge 
of him t h a t  lzath called u s  ts g l o r y  and v i r t u e  whereby 
are given unto us exceeding g r e a t  and precious promises: 
t h a t  by these ye m i g h t  be pa r t ake r s  of t h e  d i v i n e  na- 
t u r e  having escaped t h e  cor rupt ion  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  
world through lus t"  ( 2  Peter 1 ,  3-4) .  The Apos%ae 
then calas a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  good works t h a t  ought t o  
follow l e s t  f a i t h  i t s e l f  become "barren" and "unfru i t -  
fuX i n  t h e  knowledge of J e sus  Chr is t"  ( 2  Peter 1, 8) 
and "blind" i n  i t s  f o r g e t f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  love of C h r i s t  
t h a t  has purged them of t h e i r  s i n s 9 '  (2  Pe ter  1, 9 ) .  

The Keformcr, Flal-tin Luther ,  read and undosstood 'the 
words of  Clir is t  and t h e  Apost les .  Though he may be re- 
membered most v i v i d l y  f o r  h i s  redisesvery of t h e  Gospel 
of Jesus  C h r i s t  and h i s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  a theology of  
s a lva t ion  by good works, i t  is our g r e a t  l a s s  i f  we 
f a i l  t o  recognize Luther's c a r e f u l  expos i t ion  of t h e  
na ture  and t h e  source of v a l i d  and Cod-pleasing gsod 
works. We s h a l l  f a i l  i n  our worthiness of a Lutheran 
he r i t age  i f  we do not  grasp f u l l y  t h e  sense and t h e  
substance of t h e  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of Martin Luther. 
A modern scho la r  has observed t h e  r o o t  and foundation 
of Luther 's  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  these  words: "Lu- 

t h e r ' s  e t h i c  i s  d e t e m i n e d  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ,  i n  i t s  
s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  and a l l  i t s  main f e a t u r e s ,  by the  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s inner  through t h e  grace  t h a t  i s  
shown i n  Jesus C h r i s t  and received i n  f a i t h  a lone ,  
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  determines C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  
because, f o r  t h e  Chr i s t i an  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  both t h e  
presupposi t ion and t h e  source of the  e t h i c a l  l i fe"  
(Althaus, 1972,  p . 3 ) .  Luther himself s a i d :  Having 



j u s t i f i e d  by grace, we then  do good works, yes ,  
t llimself does a l l  i n  us" (Lu the r ' s  Works, 34 ,  1 

t h e  p r iv i l eges  of  t h e  pr ies thood  of a l l  he- 
rs t h e  s i n n e r  i s  enabled t o  s e rve  o t h e r s  i n  a 

p i r i t u a l  and a s o c i a l  m i n i s t r y  which t h e  Reformer ou t -  
i n e s  i n  t h e  fol lowing words: "Aman does n o t  l i v e  
o r  himself  a lone  i n  t h i s  mor ta l  body t o  work f o r  it 

a lone ,  bu t  he l i v e s  a l s o  f o r  a l l  men on e a r t h ;  r a t h e r  
he  l i v e s  on ly  f o r  o t h e r s  and n o t  f o r  himself  . . . He 
cannot eve r  i n  t h i s  l i f e  be i d l e  and without  works to-  
ward h i s  neighbors ,  f o r  he  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  speak,  d e a l  
wi th ,  and exchange views with menf9 (Luther ' s  Works, 34, 

iiaving e s t a b l i s h e d  the bas i s  f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  Luther  
t u r n  t o  a reconciliation of h i s  paradox and say 

t h a t  while a C h r i s t i a n ' s  f a i t h  i s  d i r e c t e d  s o l e l y  -- t o  
C h r i s t ,  h i s  works s p r i n g  s o l e l y  from C h r i s t .  7he 
~ h r i s t i a n ' s  r i gh t eousnes s  i s  of C h r i s t  and h i s  works 
are  i n s p i r e d  by a love f o r  C h r i s t .  Re l ievers  have 
become a "royal priesthood" w i t h  access t o  t h e  mercy 
seat of God and t l ~ e  p r i v i l e g e  of m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  o t h e r s ,  
not on ly  fo r  ou r se lves ,  "for as p r i e s t s  we a r e  worthy 
t o  appear before  God t o  p r a y  f o r  o t h e r s  and t o  teach 
one another  d i v i n e  t l ~ i n g s .  These a r e  t h e  func t ions  
of p r i e s t s ,  and they can not  be granted t o  any unbe- 
l iever .  Thus Clhrjbsfl~las made it p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s ,  pro- 
vided we b e l i e v e  i n  him, t o  be n o t  on ly  h i s  b re th ren ,  . - -  

Taking t h e  Ten Commandments as t h e  b a s i s  fo r  h i s  co-he i r s ,  and f e l l ow  k ings ,  bu t  a l s o  h i s  f e l l ow  pr ies ts"  

d i s cus s ion  Luther has  g iven  u s  a  comprehensive view ( ~ ~ t h e r ' s  Works, 31, 355). Luther considered t h e  

of h i s  d o c t r i n e  of good works i n  a  t r e a t i s e  under t h a t  priesthood of b e l i e v e r s  a happy m i n i s t r y  of s e r v i c e ,  

t i t l e  publ ished i n  1520. La te r  i n  t h e  same year  t h e r e  saying, " A l l  our works should be of such a n a t u r e  t h a t  

followed t h e  t h i r d  of t h e  t h r e e  g r e a t  t r e a t i s e s  of they  flow from pleasure  and love ,  and are a l l  d i r e c t e d  

1520, t h e  Reformer's "Trea t i s e  on C h r i s t i a n  Liberty(( tow=$ our ne ighbor ,  s i n c e  fo r  ou r se lves  we need no- 

(Luther ' s  Works9 31, 333-377). I t  o ~ e n e d  with t h e  fa- thing t o  make us  good" (Lu the r ' s  Works, 3 0 ,  7 9 ) .  
A - - - -  

mous paradox : 
Luther could s e e  no d i f f e r e n c e  or d i s t i n c t i o n  be- 

C h r i s t i a n  i s  p e r f e c t l y  f r e e ,  l o rd  of a l l ,  s u b j e c t  tween love fo r  God and f o r  our  neighbor .  We must ex- 
t o  none." per ience t h e  love  of God through f a i t h ,  bu t  once t h e  

A C h r i s t i a n  i s  a p e r f e c t l y  d u t i f u l  s e rvan t  of a l l ,  love o f  God i s  i n  u s  love f o r  our  neighbor  i s  simul- 
s u b j e c t  t o  a l l . "  eaneouslv present-  The love of God which flows i n t o  u s  

Luther could ha rd ly  have conceived a more dramat ic  
formula f o r  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  Gospel and desc r ib ing  Chris-  
t i a n  l i f e .  O f  t h e  Gospel he s a i d :  

To preach C h r i s t ,  means t o  feed  t h e  s o u l ,  t o  make 
i t  r igh t eous ,  s e t  it f r e e ,  s ave  i t ,  provided i t  
b e l i e v e s  t h e  preaching.  F a i t h  i s  t h e  saving and 
e f f i c a c i o u s  u se  of t h e  Word o f  God, according t o  
Romans 10,  9 ,  ' I f  you confess  with your l i p s  t h a t  
J e s u s  i s  Lord and b e l i e v e  i n  your h e a r t  t h a t  God 
r a i s e d  him from t h e  dead, you w i l l  be saved. '  

A 

through f a i t h  f lows ou t  o f  u s  t o  our  neighbor  i n  a  
continuous process .  Not on ly  do good works r e s u l t  
from f a i t h ,  t hey  e x e r c i s e  and s t r eng then  our  f a i t h .  
F a i t h  cannot e x i s t  i n  i s o l a t i o n :  it e x i s t s  i n  t h e  con- 
cre te  a c t s  of the  l i f e  of t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  F a i t h  does 
not  r e p r e s e n t  something t h a t  I do bu t  i t  e x i s t s  i n  
t he  t h i n g s  t h a t  I do because good works a r e  t h e  f r u i t  
of my f a i t h .  The Reformer s ays :  "Fa i th  goes o u t  i n t o  
works, and through works comes back i n t o  i t s e l f  again" 
(Luther ' s  Works, 44 ,  '79). 



j u s t i f i e d  by grace, we then  do good works, yes ,  
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cannot eve r  i n  t h i s  l i f e  be i d l e  and without  works to-  
ward h i s  neighbors ,  f o r  he  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  speak,  d e a l  
wi th ,  and exchange views with menf9 (Luther ' s  Works, 34, 

iiaving e s t a b l i s h e d  the bas i s  f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  Luther  
t u r n  t o  a reconciliation of h i s  paradox and say 
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seat of God and t l ~ e  p r i v i l e g e  of m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  o t h e r s ,  
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of p r i e s t s ,  and they can not  be granted t o  any unbe- 
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d i s cus s ion  Luther has  g iven  u s  a  comprehensive view ( ~ ~ t h e r ' s  Works, 31, 355). Luther considered t h e  
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C h r i s t i a n  i s  p e r f e c t l y  f r e e ,  l o rd  of a l l ,  s u b j e c t  tween love fo r  God and f o r  our  neighbor .  We must ex- 
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s u b j e c t  t o  a l l . "  eaneouslv present-  The love of God which flows i n t o  u s  

Luther could ha rd ly  have conceived a more dramat ic  
formula f o r  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  Gospel and desc r ib ing  Chris-  
t i a n  l i f e .  O f  t h e  Gospel he s a i d :  

To preach C h r i s t ,  means t o  feed  t h e  s o u l ,  t o  make 
i t  r igh t eous ,  s e t  it f r e e ,  s ave  i t ,  provided i t  
b e l i e v e s  t h e  preaching.  F a i t h  i s  t h e  saving and 
e f f i c a c i o u s  u se  of t h e  Word o f  God, according t o  
Romans 10,  9 ,  ' I f  you confess  with your l i p s  t h a t  
J e s u s  i s  Lord and b e l i e v e  i n  your h e a r t  t h a t  God 
r a i s e d  him from t h e  dead, you w i l l  be saved. '  

A 

through f a i t h  f lows ou t  o f  u s  t o  our  neighbor  i n  a  
continuous process .  Not on ly  do good works r e s u l t  
from f a i t h ,  t hey  e x e r c i s e  and s t r eng then  our  f a i t h .  
F a i t h  cannot e x i s t  i n  i s o l a t i o n :  it e x i s t s  i n  t h e  con- 
cre te  a c t s  of the  l i f e  of t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  F a i t h  does 
not  r e p r e s e n t  something t h a t  I do bu t  i t  e x i s t s  i n  
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a f i n i t e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  a l i f e  of good works. He 
8 bel ieved t h a t  love  d i c t a t e s  t hese  th ings  b e t t e r  than 
@ any law. "The C h r i s t i a n ,  therefore" ,  Luther s a i d ,  g 
I- *: ' f i n s o f a r  as he has f a i t h  i s  t h e  master of  a l l  t h ings ;  
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i n s o f a r  a s  he has love,  he i s  t h e  se rvan t  of a l l . "  - 
x, 

3 Fa i th  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  God, good works are d i r e c t e d  to-  
ward our neighbors.  The good works are no t  done t o  
l a y  up a t r e a s u r y  of m e r i t ,  they  a r e  done because 
they  a r e  p leas ing  t o  God. On t h e  o the r  hand, " those 
who l i k e  t o  hea r  and understand t h i s  d o c t r i n e  of  t r u e  
f a i t h  bu t  do not  begin t o  s e rve  t h e i r  neighbor,  j u s t  
a s  i f  they  wanted t o  be saved by a f a i t h  devoid of  
good works, do not  perce ive  t h a t  t h e i r  f a i t h  is  no 
f a i t h ,  no more than an image r e f l e c t e d  i n  a mi r ro r  
i s  a f a c e ,  but on ly  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  of  it" (puoted i n  
Bornkamm, 1958, p.91).  

Serv ice  t o  one ' s  neighbor,  Luther t augh t ,  is  s e r v i c e  
t o  God9 and everyone ought t o  be a C h r i s t  t o  h i s  neigh- 
bor .  Wherever t h e  works o f  C h r i s t  a r e  absent ,  t h e r e  
Chr i s t  t oo  is  absent .  "We a r e  s o  named a f t e r  C h r i s t  
no t  because he i s  absent  from u s ,  bu t  because he dwel l s  
i n  u s ,  t h a t  i s  wc b e l i e v e  i n  him and a r e  C h r i s t s  t o  one 
another ,  and do t o  our neighbors  a s  C h r i s t  does t o  us .  
We conclude, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  a C h r i s t i a n  man l i v e s  no t  
i n  h imsel f ,  bu t  i n  C h r i s t  and h i s  neighbor.  Otherwise 
he i s  not  a C h r i s t i a n v t  (Quoted i n  Rupp, 1951, p.89).  
One of Luther ' s  t a b l e  companions quoted t h e  Reformer 
a s  saying:  "One ought t o  love one ' s  neighbor with a 
love a s  chas t e  a s  t h a t  of  a bridegroom f o r  h i s  b r i d e .  
In t h i s  ca se  a l l  f a u l t s  are concealed and covered over 
and o n l y t h e v i r t u e s  seen" (Luther ' s  Works, 54, 28) .  

In another  t a b l e  conversa t ion  Luther was speaking 
of Ga la t i ans  5,  6 ,  and s a i d :  

Fa i th  i s  a c t i v e  i n  love,  t h a t  is ,  t h a t  f a i t h  j u s t i -  
f i e s  which expresses  i t s e l f  i n  a c t s .  Now, it is  
assumed by some t h a t  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  f a i t h  make t h e  
f a i t h  t o  be f a i t h ,  a l though Paul i n t ends  something 

d i f f e r e n &  nnannely, that f a i t h  makes t h c  f ru1- t  t o  
be fsuit. F a i t h  comes f i r s t  and then love fo l l ows .  
( L u t h e r ' s  Works, 54 ,  7 4 )  

Luther s h o w s  how fa r  he i s  prepared t o  go in h i s  
emphasis on t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  express ions  of an a c t i v e  
love f o r  our  neighbors  when he says :  

God would much r a t h e r  be deprived of h i s  s e r v i c e  
than  of t h e  s e r v i c e  you owe your neighbor,  and would 
sooner see you l e s s  s t r i n g e n t  i n  your s e r v i c e  t o  
Ii imself,  i f  you a r e  pious a t  t h e  expense of se rv ing  
your neighbor.  Summing up, God wishes you t o  see 
f i r s t  t o  your ne ighbor ' s  s e r v i c e  and i n t e r e s t s .  
(Quoted i n  Pe l i can ,  1967, p.226) 

Elartin Luther ' s  thought and a c t i o n  always stemmed 
from t h e  fundamental i dea  of t h e  r e a l i t y  and t h e  omni- 
presence of God. For  most C h r i s t i a n s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  God i s  per func tory .  We go about l i f e ' s  t a s k s .  We 
earn a l i v l ihood  f o r  our f a m i l i e s ,  \de a r e  s o l i c i t o u s  
of  our  r e s p e c t i v e  husbands, wives,  and c h i l d r e n .  We 
a re  concerned about advancement i n  our p ro fe s s ions  
and t h e  educa t iona l  progress  and achievement of our 
ch i ld ren .  We pay our  t a x e s ,  obey t h e  laws, s e rve  our 
country,  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  community a c t i v i t i e s .  We 
take  appropr i a t e  measures t o  promote our  h e a l t h  and 
spend a goodly amount of t ime i n  a v a r i e t y  of t h e  p lea-  
su re s  of l i f e .  Cod r e a l l y  i s  a secondary ma t t e r ,  even 
t o  t hose  who go t o  church r e g u l a r l y .  We concede t h a t  
Cod is important ,  but on ly  i n  a remote r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  everyday l i f e .  We b a p t i z e  and confirm our c h i l d r e n ,  
we go t o  church and o f f e r  p raye r s  f o r  t h e  s i c k  and t h e  
dying,  bu t  God remains a God a t  some d i s t a n c e  from us .  

I t  was no t  s o  with Mart in  Luther. God was a l l  i n  
a l l ,  and everywhere p re sen t  and a f a c t o r  i n  t h e  small-  
e s t  concerns of  l i f e .  That very f a c t  l ed  Luther t o  a 
f a r  more immediate and r e a l i s t i c  understanding of  t h e  
a f f a i r s  of  human l i f e  than i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t hose  who 
a t t r i bu t e  t o  Go6 only  a secondary r o l e  i n  human l i f e .  
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God was a concrete  f a c t o r  i n  l i f e  and Luther had t h e  
- - - -  

c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  Chr i s t i an  love ,  and a  genuine Chr i s t i an  
love a t  t h a t ,  was t h e  bes t  source and motivat ion f o r  t h  
m e l i o r a t i o n  of s o c i a l  i l l s .  But, remember, Luther 
was no utopian.  H i s  g r a sp  of t h e  na tu re  of  man and t h  
r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e  d i d  not  lend i t s e l f  t o  any i l l u s i o n s  
about t h e  p e r f e c t i b i l i t y  o f  man. H i s  view of t h e  so- 
c i a l  o rde r  was informed by an o b j e c t i v e  appra i sa l  of 
r e a l i t y  t h a t  was n e i t h e r  pes s imis t i c  nor utopian.  He 
proposed no a b s t r a c t  formulas f o r  t h e  so lu t ion  of so- 
c i a l  problems. He l a y  claim t o  no s p e c i a l  
a u t h o r i t y  i n  t imporal ma t t e r s  b u t ,  as Bornk 
"He spoke ne re ly  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  who, a s  he 
t o  do, served h i s  b re th ren  i n  love by marshal l ing rea-  
son t o  support  h i s  views. He d i d  not  shr ink  from preac 
ing  those  opinions from t h e  p u l p i t ,  but  he always s t a t e  
them only i n  t h e  form of  sound and s e n s i b l e  acviceqt  
(1958, p.91). Suggestions f o r  reform, as i n  h i s  "Open 
L e t t e r  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Nobi l i ty ,"  r e f l e c t  a  s o c i a l  
mora l i ty  at tuned t o  t h e  changes i n  progress  i n  t h e  1 6 t h  
century.  Though he had no i l l u s i o n s  about a  general  

A t  a time wlren conserva t ive  Lutherans i r a  t h i s  coun- 
t r y  have a pa thologica l  fear  t h a t  s o c i a l  involvement 
w i l l  b r ing  upon them t h e  charge t h a t  they are dispen-  
s i n g  a "Social Gospel," with a l l  t h e  d read fu l  semantic 
overtones with which t h a t  phrase i s  f re ig l l ted ,  we s h a l l  
do well t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  Martin Luther became involved 
i n  almost every s o c i a l  i s s u e  of h i s  t ime. H i s  p l ea  

V acceptance of C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  he had an o p t i m i s t i c  view 
of  continuing improvement i n  s o c i a l  and c i v i c  l i f e .  He 
bel ieved t h a t  through t h e  use  of  reason and necessary 
force  (po l i ce  power) God's design f o r  order  i n  t h e  un- 
i v e r s e  was capable of  p r a c t i c a l  r e a l i z a t i o n .  

No, Luther d i d  not  shr ink  from a c t i o n  when i t  was 
c a l l e d  f o r .  He once i r r i t a b l y  asked, "Are we t o  do 
nothing but  t a l k  about t h e  Word of God and never ac t?"  
The burning of  t h e  papal b u l l  of  excommunication t o -  
ge the r  with t h e  long venerated and respected Canon Law, 
c e r t a i n l y  was t h e  work of an a c t i v i s t  deeply inflamed 
by t h e  i s s u e s  a t  hand. H i s  f requent  appeals  f o r  t h e  
app l i ca t ion  of  C h r i s t i a n  love,  even t o  one ' s  enemies, 
was nothing l i k e  t h e  mindless and pol lu ted  sentimen- 
t a l i sm of modern a c t i v i s t s  who say,  "Make love, not  
war!" Luther s a i d ,  "Love your enemies, yes,  but  God's 
enemies, must be my enemies." 

ing f o r  i t ;  a s  Ilaggai says :  "Ye have sown much, and 

Do unto your neighbor as C h r i s t  has  done unto you, 
and l e t  a l l  your works, t oge the r  with your whole 
l i f e ,  be d i r e c t e d  toward your neighbor. Search 

out  t h e  poor,  t h e  s i c k ,  and a l l  s o r t s  of  needy 
persons. Help them t o  t h e  l i m i t  of your a b i l i t y  
with body, proper ty ,  and honor. Let t h i s  be your 
d a i l y  h a b i t .  ( w o t e d  i n  Bornkam, p.91) 

The range of h i s  concerns i n  s o c i a l  a f f a i r s  i n -  
cluded educat ional  reforms,  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  of monop- 
o l i e s ,  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  of an import t r a d e ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  with r e s p e c t  t o  luxury goods which r e s u l t e d  
i n  a  gold d r a i n  and i n f l a t e d  p r i c e s ,  t h e  r egu la t ion  
of i n t e r e s t  rates and g u i l d s  ( the  unions of t h e  16th  
century),  and t h e  d i s p e r s a l  of l a r g e  c a p i t a l i s t  hold- 
ings i n  favor  of small bus inesses  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
i n t e r e s t s .  He urged coerc ive  a c t i o n  aga ins t  begging, 
p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  and intemperance, and advocated voca- 
t iona l  educat ion t o  make p o s s i b l e  an honorable indus- 
t r i ous ,  and godly l i f e .  

He was seve re  i n  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  of those  who oppress  
ra ther  than a i d  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s ,  as i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  Albert  
of Mansfeld, w r i t t e n  i n  1541. 

According t o  complaints Your Grace i s  a l s o  sha rp ly  
and seve re ly  oppress ive  t o  s u b j e c t s  and proposes t o  
c o n f i s c a t e  t h e i r  fo rges  and goods and t o  make what 
m o u n t s  t o  v a s s a l s  out  of them. God w i l l  no t  su f fe r  
t h i s .  O r  i f  he  does,  he  w i l l  a l low your land t o  
become impoverished and go t o  r u i n ,  f o r  he can t ake  
away what i s  h i s  own g i f t  without  g iv ing  an account- 
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t h i s .  O r  i f  he  does,  he  w i l l  a l low your land t o  
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br ing  i n  l i t t l e ;  and he t h a t  earne th  wages, earn- 
, e t h  wages t o  put  i n t o  a bag with holes .  (Quoted people should have t h e  opportunity t o  enjoy the f - r u i t s  
i n  F o r e l l ,  1960, p.166) f h e a l t h  s o c i a l  and c&awsmic progress, Rut these  

When Luther wrote t o  t h e  Peasants  i n  1525 he admit- ere n o t  h e r e l y  the  views of t h e  academician. ac t -  
a l l y  worked and can t r ibu te$  toward improving t h e  e x i s t -  ted  t h a t  t h e i r  t axes  were unbearable,  t h a t  t h e i r  pro- 

f i t s  were consumed i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of maintaining t h e  ng c i v i c  and soc ia l  p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  time. 
l uxur i e s  of t h e  p r inces ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  b i t t e r  labor  
was squandered i n  unnecessary expenditures  of t h e i r  ~ u t h e r ' s  concept of Chr i s t i an  s tewardship has i m -  

r u l e r s .  Frequent comments were made by t h e  Reformer ca t ions  t h a t  can only be understood i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
aga ins t  high p r i c e s  and t h e  unreasonable p r o f i t s  of concept of love toward one ' s  neighbor. lie defend- 

merchants and tradesmen. and supported thc r i g h t  of ownersllip of property.  
he considered p r o ~ ~ e r t y  a s  a means not  of s e l f -  

Luther ' s  ideal ism and h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  h a a n  equ i ty  ~ C G  but  of helping one ' s  neighbor i n  t h e  s p i r i t  
and s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  is  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e d  by many views t l r i s t i a n  love.  You cannot he lp  your neighbor un- 
which discarded p re jud ices  gene ra l ly  hold i n  t h e  16th  you have somctlling t o  he lp  with.  Personal pro-  
century.  He urged t h e  abandonment o f  a l l  p re jud ices  e ,  becomes t h e  means f o r  s ~ ~ v i c e  t o  
r e l a t e d  t o  b i r t h  and asked why an i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d  s and the  more property one has  t h e  I ~ e t e e r  i s  
should be denied r i g h t  assured t o  o t h e r  c i t i z e n s .  He &led t o  serve  h i s  neighbor,  The Socialists have 
invieghed aga ins t  harsh t reatment  meted out  t o  widows t h a t  "property i s  t h e f t f 1 .  Luther might have sa id  
and condemned t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  imprisoning deb to r s .  A t  m e  of persons who refused  t o  use  proper ty  f o r  
a time when t h e  Church, under r egu la t ions  o f  t h e  4 th  urpose of helping a neighbor i n  need. 
Lateran Council ,  1214, were excluding Jews from t h e  
Church and t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of landllolding , Mart i n  Luther t h e r  drew t h e  p a r a l l e l  of t h e  r u l e r  who must have 
c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  conversion of  t h e  Jews and t h e i r  recep- i n  order  t o  be ab le  t o  serve  h i s  sub jec t s :  
t i o n  i n t o  t h e  Chruch. H i s  l a t e r  intemperate  d i a t r i b e s  
aga ins t  t h e  Jews were r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  den ia l  o f  Chr i s t  ing money, proper ty ,  honor, power, land ,  and 
and t h e i r  involvement i n  t h e  e x t o r t i o n a t e  business  e rvants  belongs t o  tIlc s e c u l a r  realm, without i t  

p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  were s o  common i n  t h e  16th century.  ese  could no t  endure, Therefore,  a lord  o r  p r ince  
ould no t  and cannot be poor,  because f o r  h i s  o f f i c e  

Martin Luther ' s  economic views, much l i k e  those  of d s t a t i o n  t ~ e  must have a11 s o r t s  of goods l i k e  
t h e  American Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  tended toward a s p e c i a l  hese. This does no t  mean, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  one must 

regard f o r  a simple and r u s t i c  ag r i cu l tu ra l i sm.  The e poor i n  t h e  sense o f  having nothing a t  a l l  of h i s  
w a f t s  and commerce seemed l e s s  worthy o f  honor. Thoug The world would no t  endure i f  we were a l l  t o  
he made f requent  comments i n  behalf  of  craftsmen and beggars and t o  have nothing.  The hcad of a house- 

small trademen and urged t h e  app l i ca t ion  o f  Chr i s t i an  d could not  support  h i s  household and se rvan t s  i f  
s o c i a l  i t h i c s  i n  t h e  t ens ions  between l abore r s  and t h e i  e had nothing at a l l .  (Luther ' s  Works, 2 1 ,  12) 
employers, h i s  sumpathies were gene ra l ly  with those 
d i r e c t l y  involved i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  Like J e f f e r s o n ,  sus  t o l d  t h e  r i c h  young man (Luke 18, 2 2 )  t o  

Luther considered a prosperous peasantry t h e  b e s t  foun- t h a t  thou h a s t  and d i s t r i b u t e  unto  t h e  poor,  

da t ion  f o r  a sound economy. He bel ieved t h a t  a l l  t h e  u s h a l t  have t r e a s u r e  i n  heaven" t h e  Savior was 
dging t h e  young man's r i g h t  t o  h i s  proper ty  
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while He was teaching a  lesson i n  t h e  u l t ima te  va lue  It is remarkal~le how generally riglat L k p t t l e ~  ac tual  hy of  ~ h r i s t i a n  g iv ing .  The young man c l e a r l y  loved h i s  
was. S x ~ b s q u e n t  gene ra t i ons  have seen f i t  t o  regulate possessions more than he loved C h r i s t .  A t r e a s u r e  on p r i c e s ,  l i m i t  monopolies, place business under  legal  e a r t h  was more important t o  him than a t r e a s u r e  i n  
controls, protect labar ,  and e s t a b l i s h  minimum %agesq 
\\%ere he gave advice on economic ma t t e r s  he spoke 

One of t h e  b a s i c  economic problems of Luther ' s  t i m  a eomsn sense r a t i o n a l i t y ,  never under pre tense  of 
was e x t o r t i o n a t e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  Luther was well awar aking jtadgements on b i b l i c a l  grounds, If h i s  counsel 
of t h e  problem and wrote ex tens ive ly  about i t .  We as, as indeed i t  was i n  many c a s e s ,  f a r  ahead of 
s h a l l  no t  be su rp r i sed  t o  f i n d  t h a t  we cannot share  a1 dom sf h i s  time we can only a t t r i b u t e  it t o  h i s  
o f  Luther 's  economic views. He thought,  f o r  example, prehensive grasp  of t h e  fundamental and comon sense 
t h a t  a l l  loans ought t o  be secured by r e a l  va lue  and darn of the Bible  i t s e l f ,  
t h a t  t h e  r i s k  involved should be shared by both bor- 

~n some ins t ances ,  of course ,  Lu the rgs  counsel d i d  rower and lender .  As Roland Bainton pu t s  i t  : "A con- e a  foundat ion i n  b i b l i c a l  t m t h ,  IIe stood on f im  t r a c t  of mutual r i s k  was acceptable ,  but  no t  a cont rac  und i n  h i s  condemnation of  monasticism because i t  was 
of f ixed  r e t u r n s  which would g ive  Shylock h i s  duca t s  

i nva l id  and unacceptable s e r v i c e  t o  Cod. tfe totally 
even though t h e  sh ips  of Antonio were on t h e  r o c k s s f *  jetted any thought t h a t  t h e  asce t ic i sm and poverty of The Reformer considered excess ive  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  an as t ic i sm represented  a redemptive v i r t u e .  I t  was example of t h e  deprav i ty  of t h e  times and lashed out  
a g a i n s t  those  who became r i c h  by c o l l e c t i n g  i n t e r e s t  

u t h e s  t ake  t h e  conmpt  of vocat ion out of t h e  on l oanse  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  way t o  g e t  money hones t ly  e r  and p l a c e  i t  i n  t h e  wopkshop. Under Luther ' s  was t o  work f o r  i t ,  
luence t h e  concepts of labor  and work l o s t  t h e i r  

Reasonable p r o f i t s  on investments and manufactures s a t i n g  connotat ions and became genera l  expressions 
were acceptable ,  but  ought,  he f e l t ,  t o  be computed i n  ing human a c t i v i t y  i n  i t s  va r ious  formse 
terms of wages. bccessive p r o f i t s  corrupted t h e  r i c h  
and c o n s t i t u t e d  a double hardship  f o r  t h e  poor. When s e  t h e  t r u e  b e l i e v e r  se rves  God i n  every ap- 
a l l  is  s a i d ,  we must recognize t h a t  whatever inadequa- e a c t i v i t y  Luther 's  philosophy gave l abor ,  on 
cies Luther ' s  economic t h e o r i e s  may have had, h i s  con- v e l s  of s k i l l  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a  d i g n i t y  worthy 
cep t ion  of l e g a l  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  approximate those  t h a t  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  Lord. Believing t h a t  Cod Himself 
a r e  l e g a l  today. One o f  t h e  "Table Talks1$ quotes  him u s  a l l  i n  our vocat ions  C h r i s t i a n s  may work joy- 
as fol lows:  conf ident  t h a t  t h e i r  labor  i s  a Gsd-pleasing 

e. A d i s c i p l i n e d  home l i f e  and honest  labor  thus  I'm happy t o  concede what t h e  law and t h e  emperor 
eplaced t h e  poverty and c h a s t i t y  of monasticism a l low,  namely 5 per  cen t  o r  6 per  cent .  But 20 per  nstruments o f  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  The Gospel sf Jesus c e n t ,  and 40 pe r  c e n t  -- t h i s  i s  excessive.  Wollen , e f f e c t u a l  both i n  t h e  performance of du ty  and seeke r  (a  bookse l le r )  i s  s a i d  t o  be a  pious man, and 
v i c e  t o  o t h e r s ,  thus becomes a fa r - reaching  power Yet he t akes  20 per  cen t  (per  h a l f  year)  and makes 

f e c t i n g  s o c i a l  reforms. Where c h a r i t y  had formerly f o r t y  on every hundred. This i s  too much. And D r .  
equirement i n  a regimen of good works, ~ u t h e r  Loffel (a  doctor  of law), I hear ,  g e t s  fou r  thousand 
o r e - c r e a t e  i t  a s  an act  of  love t o  both Cod annual ly  on t e n  thousand, y e t  h e ' s  a doc to r  o f  j u r i  

prudence. (Luther 's  Works, 54, 369) 
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Indeed Luther 's  e l eva t ion  of  everyone's voca t ion  t o  
a  r o l e  of d i g n i t y  before  God and man has  had t h e  added 
e f f e c t  of  p lac ing  a  stigma on id l eness  and begging. 
This  change i n  a t t i t u d e  toward man's work may well  be 
one of  Luther 's  most important s e c u l a r  l egac ie s .  The 
a c t u a l  achievements of  labor  and f r u g a l i t y  working t o -  
ge the r  s i n c e  t h e  16th century  t o  change t h e  world can 
sca rce ly  be computed. 

My concern i n  these  essays has been t o  speak t o  my 
own genera t ion  which s o  despe ra t e ly  needs t h e  p a s t o r a l  
and personal  counsel of t h e  g r e a t  Reformer. I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  Martin Luther is a greater man than t h e  Luther 
Lutherans have known i n  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  s i n c e  h i s  dea th .  
I th ink  t h a t  we, t h e  s p i r i t u a l  h e i r s  of  t h e  Lutheran 
Reformation, have been f a i t h f u l  t o  Luther ' s  p r i n c i p l e  
of  t h e  i n v i o l a b l e  a u t h o r i t y  and i n t e g r i t y  of  iloly 
Sc r ip tu re .  But have we read and s tudied  t h e  Bible 
a s  Luther d id?  Have we followed Luther ' s  incomparable 
example of  making use  o f  a l l  o f  S c r i p t u r e  and i t s  v a s t  
resource of  wisdom f o r  l i f e  a s  well  a s  s a lva t ion?  Do 
we know t h i s  book, t h i s  one book, from beginning t o  
end a s  Luther knew i t ?  

t o  a l l ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a l l . "  We have tended t o  weaken and 
dissipate t h e  t rue freedom of  t h e  Chr i s t i an  througll 
formal profess ions  t h a t  have not  borne t h e  f u l l  f r u i t  
of love i n  se rv ice  t o  our fel low men. Wc have shunned 

invslvernents i n  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  se rve  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
and temporal wel fare  of humanity. 

We do indeed hea r  t h e  Gospels and t h e  E p i s t l e s  read 
on t h e  Sundays of  t h e  Church year .  We r e g u l a r l y  read 
t h e  t e x t s  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  Church f e s t i v a l s .  A few s e l e c t e  
proof t e x t s  and t h e  b a s i c  passages i l l u s t r a t i v e  of  t h e  
teachings o f  C h r i s t  a r e  cons tan t ly  before  us.  But how 
well  have we even attempted t o  absorb t h e  r e s t  of  God's 
Word t o  make i t  a l i v i n g  and func t iona l  element i n  our 
l i v e s ?  We may well  say:  Back t o  Luther! But first I 
th ink  t h a t  we, t h e  primary h e i r s  of t h e  Lutheran h e r i -  
t age ,  ought t o  say: Back t o  t h e  Bible! 

We have held v igorous ly  and s t e a d f a s t l y  t o  t h e  doc- 
t r i n e  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  a lone ,  without t h e  deeds 
of  t h e  law. But we have, t o  our  g r e a t  l o s s ,  f a i l e d  t o  
r e a l i z e  t h e  f u l l  impl ica t ion  of  Luther ' s  g r e a t  paradox: 
"A C h r i s t i a n  is a p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  lord  o f  a l l ,  sub jec t  
t o  none. A C h r i s t i a n  i s  a  p e r f e c t l y  d u t i f u l  s e rvan t  

A s  fo l lowers  of Luther we: sI~ould have been out-  
tanding i n  almost every humanitarian a c t i v i t y .  IVe 

hould have  s e t  an example t o  Chr i s t i ans  i n  missionary 
eal .  We should have sho~sm t h e  world what Luther taught  
o c l e a r l y ,  t h a t  law and order  a r e  una t t a inab le  without 
he presence of a f r u c t i f y i n g  love. But, a l a s ,  we have 
o t  had a  s p i r i t  of love propor t ionate  t o  the love t h a t  

has  showered on us  through liis Son Jesus.  \\le con- 
bu te  f a r  more f o r  t h e  support of our own parishes, 

o r  our  o m  s p i r i t u a l  n u r t u r e ,  than  we do f o r  a m i n i s t r y  
t o  those who have no C h r i s t  a t  a l l ,  

Itre have taken s e r i o u s l y  Luther ' s  p r i n c i p l e  of t h e  
priesthood of a l l  believers, but  we have r e s t r i c t e d  the  
sense of t h e  words t o  an emphasis on t h e  idea t h a t  every 
man i s  h i s  own p r i e s t  and t h a t  each of  u s  has  personal  
access t o  Cod i n  heaven. In  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  we have 
l a rge ly  ignored Luther ' s  reading of t h i s  doc t r ine ,  which 
gives u s  a priesthood t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  o t h e r s ,  t h e  joy 
and p r i v i l e g e  of b r i n g i n g  t h e  b lessed  Gospel and our 
own tokens o f  love t o  everyone who i s  i n  need o f  our 
help. 

bhere have Lutherans been while t h e  v ic t ims  of com- 
mercial  and n a t i o n a l i s t i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n  have sougl~t  
equ i ty  and j u s t i c e ?  lilhcre were t h e  Lutherans when 
American s laves were cry ing  f o r  freedom, and, a f t e r  
emancipation, pleading f o r  j u s t i c e  and equa l i ty?  \\%ere 

have Lutherans been wh i l e  poverty lras bred crime i n  our 
g rea t  c i t i e s ?  Ilnlere have t h e  redeemed Lutherans been 
while Luther was c a l l i n g  on them t o  bc C h r i s t s  t o  t h e i r  
neighbors? 
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often w e  have denied the whole spirit of love ~h~ sessions lasted for three weeks  and the matter 
assing t h e  writings of Hartin Luther  by say ing  concluded i n  agreement. Fklartin Luther  died On 
our t a s k  as Christians is a spiritual, not  a t h e  day t h a t  a f i n a l  accord was reached* 

ial ministry; as if We could deal with disembodied 
its, and as if the love of God does not include ~ e f ~ r e  he left home on t h i s  l a s t  journey he had 

1s children in the flesh, and in the totality of the said ( P o t e d  i n  Green, 1964, p. 173) : " O l d  
miseries brought into the world by sin. I can only beref t  of energy ,  weary, c o l d ,  and now ~ n e - e y e ~ ,  
urge every one of you to give a fresh reading to Luther had hoped t h a t  now a t  l a s t  peace would he vouchsafed 
"Treatise on Good Worksu and his '$Treatise on Christian 

to me as a dead man. And y e t ,  35 if I had never done 
Liberty", both witten by the Reformer in the white any th ing ,  never spoken, written, achieved 
heat of his reforming activity in the year 1520. I must stil 1 be overw)lelmed ~%~itll such toilse But 

Christ is all in a l l ,  both t o  do and t o  finis119 blessed 
We need to recapture some of the spirit of confidenc 

and optimism that Luther expressed when he assured his 
pessimistic and doubting friends that the world 
not go wrong, that I know for sure. Christ is con- 
queror of the world, -why then do you fear a conquered 
world as if it were conqueror?fr (~uoted in Brunner, 
lg619 ~ * 2 5 ) 9  God still is active in history, and .  ransl slated 
Word remains the innennost nerve of history, perfom- i a :  Fartress 
ing the work of salvation to the end of time. 

We need to recapture the unflinching steadfastness 
of Martin Luther who read God's Word, believed it, and 
acted on its precepts without recourse to practical 
modifications or tactical considerations. We need to 
recapture the spirit of Martin Luther's consistency 
in taking God's Word literally and seriously, in its 
personal precepts as well as in its doctrines. 

The last act of Luther's life was the rendering of 
a social and political service. He was called on to 
sit with lawyers and legal experts to arbitrate a com- 
plex and troublesome difference between the Counts of 
Mansfeld. Luther knew that a settlement of the dispute 
was vital for the peace and the welfare of the rulers 
and the people of the contending areas. Unseasonable 
weather in late fall made for a difficult journey from 
Wittenberg'to Eisleben where the commission was to sit. 

Bornkam, Heinrick. Trans- s :  Con- 

cordia Publishing House, 1958. 
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i n  Love, by George W. F o r e l l ,  Augsburg, 1954, and The -- 
Ethics  o f  Martin Luther,  by Paul Althaus, F o r t r e s s  Pre -- 
1972. The l a t t e r  is  an English t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ger 
man o r i g i n a l  which appeared i n  1965. Both books inc lude  
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